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CHAP. I. 



-I fancy 



/ I*ia now turnM wild, a commoner of naturftj^ 

, Of all forsaken, and foraiking all : 

Live in a shady forest's sylvan scene ; 

StretchM at my length beneath some blasted oaky, 

I lean my head upon the mossy bank, 

And look jast of a piece, as I grevr from it. Drtdex. 
. ' - ' 

X HIS was an evidence too strong of the 
truth of Hardwtck'» statement to permit a 
ling«rit^ dbubt to cemaui any. longer of. 
it; and dropping it. from b!3 trembling 
iiand, Edmundi covering his eyes^ resigned 
himself to all that despftirand desolation pf 
feeling which the itepasfikmedl heart of 
vQt. lu B youthful 
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youthful. sensibility is but too apt to ex- 
perience, at finding the confidence it fondly 
reposed abused. 

As easily deprest as elevated^ from want- 
ing that experience that teaches us to mo« 
derate our feelings^ it is tempted, in the 
first moment of disappointment/to view 
the world as a desert, and consequently 
abandon itself to despair. 

** Oh ! here, where I so fondly trusted, 
so faithfully regarded, to be deceived ! — de- 
ceived bv him whom as a brother I loved 
•^ -> . . . '•• 

^compelled to renounce that intercourse 
which custom and affection had rendered 
«o essential to my happiness — oh ! it breaks 
my very, heart!'* cried Edmund, with a 
gush of sorrow that almost impeded his ut- 
terance, 

'^ Come, come, cheer up," cfied sir Ro* 
ladd, gently shaking him by the shoulder, 
;after he had perused the letter ; " you the 
fon of a soldier, and suffer yourself to be 
thus easily overcome 1 " 

*'I hope and believe,*' cried Edmund^ 

<* a conunoQ 
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^1 common calamity would not find me 
wanting in patience; but what I have now 
met with is more, I confcis, than I can well 
bear/^ 

'' And call you not it a common one ?'* 
said sir Roland, emphatically. '^ Ah ! thii 
is one of the illusions of youth, to believe 
all as sincere and generous as themselve;;; 
but as well, my young friend, might you 
look for eternal sunshine, as hope to meet 
with nothing but sincerity and unbroken 
faith. Of the misery inflicted on man by 
maUi what age, what story, does not furnish 
jis with proofs ! repine not, therefore, too 
bitterly at experiencing but what all are 
liable to ; nor because you cannot possess 
all you wish, sufler yourself to reject the 
enjoyment of a partial dispensation of hap- 
piness. Though liable to be wounded by 
its thorns, we still caress* the rose for its 
fragrance; and so should we nourish hope/ 
though disappointment may now and then 
occur." 

^' True/' said Edmund, though with a 

B 2 . deep 
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4eq>5igh ; then uncovering hh eyes, '*Yea,^ 
he.saidj after the pause of a minute, *'I see 
2 should be ungrateful indeed, after what 
has happened — after having a, friend like 
you sa unexpectedly raised to. me, were I 
to evince a doubt of the protecting go6d«( 
Bess of Heaven, by resigning myself to de* 
ispair ; but you'll allow the trial a severe, 
one — allow the heart of acnle feeling can* 
better almost bear any other than that which^ 
gives it to know its affections thrown back 
upon it^ its confidence misplaced,^'* 

*' Certainly,'* said sir Roland ; '^ but if 
we were not de<stined to severe trials, we 
should not have been endued with forti- 
tude. Yon must exert yomiv to think na 
more of your false friend^ for perfidy should 
ever excite contempt," 

^'Contempi!'' repeated Bdmund^ in a 
passianate tone, '^ oh ( can t confine my-^ 
self lo a mere feeling of that^ should I find 
he has ^cceedisdr in robbing me of her t 
lovel" 

f^ A. short time wiU probably put you 

out 



•tH of all' suspense oti the subject/' re^ 
turned sir Roland ; *' let that consideration>. 
therefore^ induce yon to compose your 
ihind.'' 

£ttt for any thinj^ to do this, short at ih^ 
absolute 'termination) of this* torturing' 
sits{>euse, Edmund felt to be impossible; 
yec such was the nobleness of his^ nature,, 
such his veneration for all connected witb 
hisdeceiised friend — with him Who hadgi-* 
Yen peace to theejcpiring moments of his- 
inother~ii lioly resting-place to the bone^ 
ofhissire^ thit not even the idea of hit- 
worst apprehension being verified was 
able to inspire him with a thought of veD>* 
geance. 

Calmly Id beiar his wrongs was morei fit- 
dteed^ than he felt he was eqiial tOj a for«» 
bearantie above his toagnanimity to prac^ 
tiae; !bitt.<o upUft. hiis atm, i'n vengeance 
of Ihtoi^ was^forliiddcln by every feeling of 
gratitude, fiy the^ solemn. reverence he 
owed to the memory 6f the departed, and 
slill, despite of the discovery he had made, 

B 3 believing * 
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believing l-ord Sebergbam not utterly d«s* 
titute of noble feelings, what dagger, he 
asked himself, could inflict a wound so pain- 
ful as the abashing detection of his perfidy ? 

But from dwelling uninterruptedly* on 
this, his thoughts were prevented by the at- 
tention required by Hardwicke, whose situ«^ 
at ion became every moment more alarming. 

The friar who attended the hasty sum- 
mons to him, and who, to the holiness of 
the monk, united the skHl of the leech, 
pronounced him to have received some in- 
ternal bruises, that rendered it next to im* 
possible he should recover. 

His prediction was fulfilled: in' the 
course of a few days, after the closest at- 
tendance from Edmund, and being repeat** 
edly assured of his sincere forgiveness, for 
the plot he had entered into against him, he 
expired, amidst the united prayers of him 
and his companions for the repose of his 
troubled spirit. 

The evening after his decease, be was in- 
terred in the consecrated enclosure ^oF the* 

monastery 



Hionastery from which the priest hud come 
Who attended him in his last moments^ 
The suddenness of his death, together with 
the circumstances that had led to it, would 
not permit Edmund to see him laid in the 
grave without emotion. Fearful, howcveri. 
after what had passed, to shed a tear upon 
it might be construed into hypocrisy, he 
checked the gushing drop ; yet as he lin- 
^eringly departed, could i>of forbear re* 
peating, as if the words rvtdeiy notched 
upon the wooden cross he had ordered to 
be pliiced at its head, '^JRequiesmi in pace!'* 
An accurate judge of the workfngs of a 
tender mind, sir Roland clearly perceived 
iMhat was passing in his ; but aware that 
to notice his emotion .would be to aug^ 
tnent it, he prudently forbore appearing to 
do so. In silence almost uninterrupted^ 
they retraced* their way back to the Castle; 
but just as they, were about entering it, a 
kind of shuddering sensation caused Bdr 
mund involuntarily to pause, and sir Ro-^ 
land took advantage of tfa^ circumstance t^ 

B 4 ask 
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ask him to prolong iiis walk ; but ^on lfi0 
stillness of thesGefi,e^ the mild gloom^ofltie 
twilight paths, where, from the cbiekMss of 
the verdure, scarce a footfall couU be heard» 
while, tbrottgln^the botes of the tett ^reee^ 
groves of richest hueft weteseen thronging 
iipon^ grdves, fr^m .w|iose il#ep shades^ 
awfully congenial to ihe feelingft of nie- 
lancholy; the melodious soa^ of the uight^* 
ingale cao^e thrilling to the ear, had a 9t>otb' 
ing effect xipoohifi B^ind^such as gradually 
xinabled him^igainlo^nter into canvensation* 

He had previously avowed his detenuina^ 
iSoo of haatenlng back M £ngkiii4 soiEU^on 
as tfae fate of Biu^iliridco w«a dteeMed; aaii 
i^v i^efortiiis to the siiib|ect -of hm ret^rs^ 
€tr Ecdand xepMted lusprantiiEie of aeooai^ 
paaj9nglMft»itfid readily agveed to Jet thetr 
^Qsamcyh^ dortimeoced llur next day. 
: 'la oonaeqiiesiaei, be -proceeded to tmiA 
liisrstory^ with the nrhoie of wfllic^ be wish^ 
4sd him aeauainted ere Ifbey scW cyut 

ResumtiBg it«^*^ You vnU rocolfect,*' ^said 
i^, ^ I iNfCibls off just aaj wasr otrtbeipoint 

of 



of aiakinf known to you the iaoident that 
brought me acquainted wjtb Edward. 

'^ At th^e battie of Wakefield, stigmatized 
by. to many,barbaritie3j where the youthful 
RtitlaQd and hUreyal father fell victims to^ 
the merciless fury o^f Margaret and her im^ 
medrate adherents^ as I was rov ifig through 
the bloody field;, I suddenly espied a youth- 
ful warrior, di«liiig4iished by the hostile 
Badge of the York foctioa, holding unequal 
eoHibat with t w<^ soldiers . of the- apposite 
l^fty. 

. '' Urged by a resisstless inl|>ulse, I Qbv to 
Jihireactte; but it vtou shouM I have striven 
to shield him fr6m bis fierce assail^ant^^ buC 
for the j^udden approach, of a sUperiotr 
number of his own pafty ; at this the others 
fled^ and I was follckwing, when» seizing my 
m'm -~ ' Stop, gallant stcangM*/ said he 
whom r had thus sayedj ' to receive the 
lhan!ks due to your humanity. Fortune 
now frowiui, but she may yet neverthele^ 
smile again; and should thib \pe the case^ 
rely on it ydu'U find yon. have liiot obliged 

a 4 a person. 
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a penoti ivho will forget a service. Know 
that he who now addresses you is Edward 
of York ! take this srgnef/ pulltng a ring 
from his finger, and putting it on niine» 
* and should it ever be in my power to 
grant a favour,, but produce it, and on the 
honour of a soldier, I swear there is nothing 
you may ask I wiU not grant/ 

" Relying on this promise> I sought your 
mother, after the fatal overthrow of the ad- 
herents of Lancaster at Bamet, fn order to 
know whether I should avail iQyself of it 
for her ; but alt my endeavours to discover 
her proved vain ; and m eonsequence^ 
concluding she had retired amidst her own 
immediate connexions, who, in due course 
of time, wouM make whatever exertions 
she might neei^ I no longer delayed re^ 
turning to France, whither I was now calJr 
ed by a motive of duty. 

'^ The wretch who followed me to Eng- 
land, for the purpose of aggravating my 
ipisfortunes, by taking advantage of my 
unhappy situation, returned hither, with ^ 

plausible 
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pJatistble excuse for his abrupt' departure 
hence. 

** In the course of timei be was seized 
tn^- a lingering disorder^ which at length 
awakening reSections that had before lain* 
dormant, hesenttorequest the attendanceof 
my^mo^er at his bedside; and on her com- 
plying with his entreaty^ proceeded to dis- 
close, not only hi^ own villany, but the 
dreadful par<ticu}ars I have previously re* 
sealed lo you. 

^' She heard him with equal astonish-- 
ment and horror ; for through- the watch-- 
fulness of /the count, she had^ till then^ 
been kept in entire ignorance of the cause 
of the fatal catastrophe that had. plunged, 
her in everlasting grief, and, by hisvcon- 
trivance ako, led to believe, that in crossing- 
the Adriatic fron> Venice, L had. perished 
in a sudden storm. 

''But the tumultuotfs transport imparted^ 
to her maternal feeliiigs, by the knowledge 
ef my being, still in ej^istence, was quickly 
damped by the cruel refaction of the situr 

bS atioiL 
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afion in vKich I was pkiced. Tb endnrav 
this with any degree of patience was he^ 
•y<md her pow«r, and in consequence^ she 
was compelled ffo the divnlgement of a se« 
cfet she had^ tHI then, resolved mn carrying 
with her to the grave, namely, that I was not 
her son by the caunt Montbrison, \mt the 
ofl&prtng of a previous marriage, fwmed 
under the most inauspfcfdtisci#cuiii8tai»ees> 
and qukkly dsssoWed by death. 

'' An attachment had grown up betweetw 
her and a youth of ilkistrtous rank, but 
which her father, not less arbitrary and ty«> 
rannical than him to whose arms he after^ 
wards doomed her^ in a fit of caprice sud* 
denly interdicted. 

" But their hearts were too firmly uni- 
ted to permit them to obey the cruel man^ 
date. In private they received the nup* 
iial benediction ; soon after which, the 
bridegroom was called away to the Wairs^ 
leaving her in a state that, had circumstan^ 
ces been difierent, . would have been a 
source of joy to ben 

*' While 
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^< WhSe . faoping fot happier ilfiKS, she 
received AKecrael Hdiagft 4»f her buibmd'^ 
death in tbfe field o( Utr)c. Wkea the first 
tnim(n>rls ^ her grief vrere over, abe i^-? 
soisvitfd en *for ever keqiiag: concealed the 
tie that had wited rfacRn» lest its disclosure 
should, from the. vindic tire rancour of het 
£it!her, b^ productive of injury to her un« 
happy infant. 

** Scarcely bsid she become a mother^ 
ere ^he was again compelled to beeime a 
S9ife. About the bhrth of her fkst child 
by the count Montbrismi, he vras called 
away to a distant province^ on business that 
it w^ concluded would detain hitir for a 
long period from home. 

*' Of his long Bbse;M;e the countess avaiU 
ed herself, through the assistance of the 
ponfTdential domestic who had been the 
means of enabling her to keep secret what* 
ever she ivi^d to conceal, to Tistt the 
issue of her iirst unfortunate marriage^ in 
a lonely cottage in the Macocitiois;^ undet 
the card of a woodman's wife« 

'' While 
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•* While here indulging her maferdaf 
teirBerness, the infant of the count Mont- 
brison suddenly expired/ and hi6 death im- 
mediately suggested to her- the design of 
adopting me in his place— -a ^design which, 
from the length of time she was aware th» 
count would be absent^ she conceived 
might well be carried into effect^ and thus 
an opportunity afforded her of sbieldingme 
from the numerous ills she otherwise saw 
me probably es^posed to. 

'' That the contemjdation of these' was a 
jui^tification of the design^ I will not pre« 
teiid to say; yet, in the eyes pf some, per- 
haps, it may be considered an extenuation* 
of it. Every thing succeeded as she wished 
it; I was embraced as his son by the count- 
Montbrison on his return, and' educated by 
him in a manner worthy of the supposition. 
* '' But no consideration could now induce 
this unhappy mother longer to- conceal 
what she deemed so essential to me to have 
known. To be informed I was not the 
. son of the count Montbrison wauld be all 

that 
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that was requisite^ she conceived^ to induce 
me to vindicate my innocence^ and guard . 
myself against being any otherwise involv* 
ed in the terrible consequences of his atro* 
cious crime. 

'' But I was not equally regardless of 
what must ensue from such a procedure— 
the injury it must do her fame — the terrible 
strictures it must occasion ; and accordingly 
resolved on seeking a private interview 
with her, for the purpose of avowing my fix- 
ed determination of never availing myself 
of the secret tive had disclosed. 

" By my faithful Jacques it was commu- 
nicated. He was early chosen by me an 
immediate attendant on my personj and ac* 
cordingly accompanied me on my travels. 
On quitting Venice, expecting shortly to 
be there again^ I left him behind me. He 
remained there, till a rumour of what had 
happened at Montbrison began to spread 
through the city^ owing to the intelligence 
conveyed by the lady Laura to her friend 
doona Claudia^ whenj all alarm ^nd anx- 

. ^^ iety. 
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iety, he set out (or febis: ' But notwiihsfaifdf 
tng all he heard hepe^ bis faflh m fr^y prin^ 
ciple3 was not to be shaken; and from thi^ 
doubts he etidently entertained of my 
guilty the count would have expeUed hidi' 
the Castle^ but for t4ie soothing e#ect his* 
attentions bad upon thedisconsolatecouhi^ 
less. 

'' No sooner had she resolved on the dis« 
closure I have just revealed^ than she der 
cfded on making Jacqms her niessenger, 
avmre she could not possibly find a trustier 
one. The diligence with which he sought 
itie out justified her opinion of his zeal 
and fidelity^ and gave me bxx additioj^t moi^^ 
tive for regarding him. 
. " With him in disguise, I relurnedhirher, . 
but alas! not to receive the embrace I 
fondly anticipated. The agitation excited'^ 
by the unexpected communication made 
her was too much for the exhausted fram^ 
oi'my unhappy mother; previously weakn ^ 
iened as it wir^,by horror for the Pskte of my 
*sister> and grief for mt, she quickly sunk 

beneath 
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beneath her iediog«> raving apan me in 
})er last metnente^ and calling tipoa Heaven 
to protect me from becoming a victim to 
the crimes of the covM* 

" The shock imparted to fats reelings hj 
her. sudden deaths or rather the knoivJcdge 
betrayed in her laBt woments of his ati'O* 
city» threw the count i«to a state that soon 
proved equally fataL The punishmeiit due 
to his guilt he could not help ti)inkiog 
now approaching, and sunk Under the hor* 
xible apprehension. In his expn*ing mo-* 
inent8» hk tortured heart was opened to hit 
eenfessoty a holy monk of the neighbour* 
ing conwivt laf St. Beooit, and the lama 
who attended the unfort^intfte Hatdwickd 
In bis. With him he left it 4n charge td 
desire my forgiveness for Mm ; iind ade^d, 
entitling me to all he htmcieir possessed^ in 
hjs ovrq right ^nd my mpther's. 

^ The latter was all I thought proper td 
accept; te the disposol >of the ho9y fs^hfief 
I ieft the pttmt pai^ of bis beqnest^ and to 

\YhQm| 
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^hom, in the conference that ensued ^det 
my arrival, I so fully explained the motives 
that induced me to determine on remain^ 
ing passive under the imputation cast upon 
me, as to incline him to acknowledge he . 
conceived me right. 

" In the first place, I knew I could not 
attempt the vindicalion of my fame, with** 
out exposing to lasting censure the revered 
memory of my unfortunate mother, and; 
in the next, owing to the proneness of 
mankind to lean to the unfavourable side; 
from that levelling wish, which the comci'* 
ousness of secret failings and frailties ex« 
cites, I dreaded the public exposure such 
an attempt must t>ccas!on answering no 
other end than that ofrenderingmea new 
theme for discourse, 

'^ Yet had I thought it could have restore 
ed to me that happiness I had lost^ perhaps 
I should have been tempted to have made 
it; but alas! that was now impossible* 
Claudia^ my loved Claudia^ had given her-i' 

self 
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selfio the arms of another, aa4 the friends 
I had previously possessed were all either 
alienated or dispersed. 

^' Among those I had to lament was the 
gentle Laura; from the Castle of Montbri^ 
son, whither^ to the last^ she accused me of 
having conducted her^ with the most ter* 
rible intent, she took refuge in a convent 
where an insidious disorder, that had grown 
up with her from her infancy, and> like a 
canker in the bud, preyed on her beauteous 
frame without injuring its exterior loveli^ 
ness, shortly terminated her mortal career^ 
to'the blighting of the fond hopes of the 
young Pisani^ and the destruction of the 
exulting ones of the idolizing father, who^ 
under the idea of her death being hastened 
by the opposition. shewn to her wishes^ 
sunk beneath the grief it inflicted. 

** Thus did the fortune of the family re«^ 
vert again to the right heir; but under 
what circumstances? when haunted by the 
reflection of a dreadful crime, he dreaded 
the encounter of any mortal eye ! and thus 

was 



w&s another proof afforded of fh6 m^tng 
justice of Heaven> and the terrible cbfise* 
quences that result from mati*s imf>atietK?e»> 

'' Had the count steadily resisted the im- 
pulse of revenge, 4ind patiently aMtdiredibe 
>f\l\ of Hea^en^ he.wbuild at tengt^h have 
found himself in the tranquil enjoyment of 
his rightful inheritance; but in his eager* 
Aess to accomplish his ^vishes^ he com^ 
pletely defeated them. 

•' The Castle became deserted imim^di'* 
aiely after his decease^ ovvin^ to thehorroi^ 
excited by the the dreadful cataiitroph* 
fhat had taken place within it, and the 
litperstidoua fenctes to which it kad;gketr 
rise. 

^* Bntiome^ ais the only homb I isadevet? 
known^ it still contitoiied to be a place I was 
attached to; for such is the blissfol bap«* 
piness of childhood, that whatever can re- 
vive that period in our reeoUectton is m^ 
teresting ta our feelijtgs* 

'* I could not view iiCs old towbrs without 
being alijaost tempted to bail them as a safe 
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TRSCOTHICr BOWltR; Si 

asyliim^ from die remembrances it awaken* 
ed; nor was It perhaps less pleasing to me^ 
from tbe^ melancholy it allowed me to in* 
diilge, for here was no danger of the reflect 
<ions excited by my singular story being 
interrupted. In a word^ such was the kind 
of secret spell that bound me to it, that I 
again took up my abode within its lonely 
walls, but without entrusting the secret of 
my having done so to any one but my friend 
father Pierre, or doing any thing to betray 
it to others, suffering every thing jto re» 
main in the same state of desolation they 
were left in on its abandonment after the 
death of the count, and confining myself 
to the occupation of two or three cham- 
bers in one of the old towers, weli secured 
by intricate passages. 

'' But though I liked to have it for what 
I called my home, I did not entirely se- 
quester myself in it. Accompanied by my 
faithful Jacques/ whom nothing could in- 
duce to leave me^ I have been in the habit 
of journeying^ from time tatiiae, to other 

places. 
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. places^ since it again became my habitation ;. 
but alas ! no longer with that stimulating 
ctiriosity> that eager expectation^ which 
once incited me to travel. 

'* More than once, as a pilgrim, have I 
bowed at the shrine ofour lady of Loretto, 
and visited Monserrat — wandered to the 
birth-place of Virgil, and offered up my 
vows in the church consecrated by St. Be- 
nedict himself. 

'* Once was I tempted to review the 
scenes I bad visited in early youth ; but 
ah ! how dreadful were the feelings ex- 
cited bv the review! how bitter the an- 
guish^ when on chance throwing my once- 
loved, and still tenderly-remembered Clau- 
dia in my way, I beheld her surrounded 
with a set of playful cherubs, arid reflected 
that, but for the singularity of my unfor* 
lunate fate, I might have been the happy 
father of the smiling group! 

*' Ah ! after this sight, how doubly dis- 
mal did my lonely home appear, wherej 
unmolested^ the owl screamed her melan<*> 

choly 
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chply M^spenb and all was eternal gloom 
and silence! 

*' Yet when I thought on the brevity of 
human life, the short period that would 
elapse ere I should pass away, and lose the 

« 

•afflicting recollections that now oppressed 
ine# I strove to regain composure. 

' Ah! where/ I cried, ' are the anxious 
beings, whose bosoms, within these walls^ 
were, but a short time ago, the seat of all 
the tumultuous passions? how silent is now 
their repose ! Unmindful of the beam that 
plays over the marble of their tombs, they 
sleep reckless of the cares that once agita- 
ted them.' 

^ To rove through their well-remem* 
bered haunts, to stray beneath the shades 
that had waved over them, to sit ruminating 
upon the seats they once had pressed, 
was a favourite indulgence* Ah ! in how 
many ways does the pensive spirit seek to 
feed its melancholy ! 

" I was returning from one of my lone- 
ly walks, when the une;spected discovery 

of 
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of yoli and your compbnioa Mdft^da de^* 
gree of alarm that induced nie toV think 
caution necessary ;'acco>Fdingly I fled^ and 
by means of a trap-door> that, by the pres- 
sure of a^pring, descended fO^^Befoot of a 
subterraneous staircase/ aod reverted inv^ 
mediately again to its^ original place« 
avoided your close pursuit. 

*^ Anxious, however, to ascertain vrhat 
you were, that if needing assistance Y might 
render it, I lost no time in alarming Jacques, 
and hastening back with him. 

* * 

^' The noise you made^ in forcing the 
door by which you imagined I had^escaped, 
glided us to the spot where you wer^, 
and where we wei^e not a little^ shocked, as 
wereyou, nodoubt, ^thie ghastly spectacfe 
we there beheld. 

*'The only conjecture I can form on 
the subject is, that the skeleton was that of 
a man in one o^^ adjacent viWagcs, whoi 
about two years ago,- committed an atro- 
cious rauixler, and who, b*ing closely pur- 
sued; took refuge, probably, in the Castle ; 

^d 
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*«nd not knowing how, perhaps^ to unfasten 
the door by which he had secured himself^ 
miserably perished with hunger; if s<^ 
may his sufferings have been considered 
^ome atonement for his CFime ! 

'' But be it so or not> the bones have re- 
ceived soFemn interment^ and a certain 
number of masses have already 1>een said 
for the repose of the spirit that OBce ani* 
mated them. 

'' Errin'g beings as we are^ we are 
bound in charity to pray for one another. 
He who enters ioto^'the sorrows of his spe- 
cits, and offers up his vows for their repose^ 
experiences a sweet aUeviation of his own, 
and a soothing feeling of tranquillity. 

'*' By aiigols caught, all hsdlow^d, as * tbejr ^cnt^ 

* 

^QB tears we shed for sont>ws not our own; ' 

» 
And' bosoms heayizig with another*9 woe. 

Wait th#ir own iticense to the Heavenly Throne." 

The intelligent looks of Edmund render* 
^d it unnecessary, fiar him Xo declare his^ 
collar rence i n these sentiments. His eyes 

VOL. H. G * beamed 
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beamed with sensibility ; ^U^ in the pen- 
sive smiles that now and then irradiated 
his countenance, there was an ihdescrib-* 
able sweetness, fully, illustrative of his heart 
being the seat of feeling- 
Sir Roland proceeded to discuss the man- 
ner in which he meant to proceed in His 
petiti9h to the king — ^' But as all earthly 
hopesare liable to disappointment/' he con- 
tinued, *' should my application for you 
prove unavailing, you must return hither, 
and, striving to forget the country from 
whose bosom implacable resentment has 
driven you, exert the advantages you -so 
eminently possess^ to secure yourself a hap-^ 
py destiny in this; Though lojigseques* 
tered, lost to the world, I may say, yet still 
I am not without a hope that it might be 
in my power to advance your interest here.** 
Edmund turned pale at the possibility of 
a disappointment bieing suggested ; quick- 
iy, however, checking the.^moliqn it»gavje 
rise to, he thanked sir Roland with grateful 
warmth for the .zeal he evinced for him — 

''Wbea 
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"" When I think of all that has recently oc- 
curred,** he added, " how forcibly am I 
struck with the benevolent goodness of 
Pro%'idence ! for how ill could I have borne 
up against the detected treachery of lord 
Sebergbam, but for my so unexpectedly 
finding a friend in you ! Well, indeed^ 
may we say, from what has come to pass, 
tJiat out of seeming evil often cometh 
good." 

" True/' assented sir Roland; " in the 
snare which he privately laid for others, is the 
foot of the wicked himself often entangled. 
To' rely upon Heaven is to be certain of 
its protection. .The eye that never slum- 
l:(ereth or i^Ie'epeth^ that pervades all spaee 
—that jeye is for ever upon him who makes 
PcQvidence^ his trust." 

*' Soothing peiisuasion T' said Edmund. 
^* Oh, never may my. bosom lose the sup- 
port ^itd c.on$QlatioQ itbjBStpwst" 

^l.JHeveri Urust f " responded sir Roland 
emphatically. */ Keep/sicad v in virtue, and 
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let what wHI happen^ you cannot betitterly 
tniscrable." • 

In this manner they continued to con- 
verse some little time longer: Edmund then 
proceeded to open his heart more fully to 
liis new friend than he had before dohe« 
by acquainting him with every particular 
relating to the fair heiress of Trecothick, 
and his reason for not placing the same 
confidence in lord Sebergham — *' Ac- 
quainted/' he said^ '^ with his passionate 
admiration of be^uty> and accustomed to 
see him follQw^ unresistingly^ the bent of 
incli^l)ation> I feared apprising hint of the 
existence of such consummate loveliness, 
lest of raising to myself a rival in him; 
yet perhaps I was wrong in yielding to 
this distrust of his principles ; be may, per-^ 
baps^ deem himself justified^ in some de- 
gree, by it, for acting as be has done/' 

'^ Impossible !" rejoined sir Roland j '' if 
his principles were really steady, where 
there is real integrity^ no pretext will be 
caught at for a departuw from it." 

Edmund 
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EtlVnund could not avoid subscribing ta 
this opinion — silently he did so, however ;- 
for such was the linj;ering tenderness he 
felt for lord Sebergham, such the venera* 
tion he held the raennory of his father in>. 
that he could not, notwithstanding the pro* 
vocation he had given him, bear to utter 
an expression that had a tendency to mzki^ 
kim more unfavourably thought of*. 



o* CHAP: 
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CHAP. ir. 



-Through bis youthful fkc« 



Wrath checks the beauty, aud sheds manly grace r 
Both in his looks so joinM, that tliey might move 
Fear ev*n in friends, and from an en'my love. 

COWLET. 

Paepabations being made over night for the 
departure of the little party, at an early 
hour in the morning they commenced their 
journey ; and after a pleasant one of some 
days, at length reached Calais, without the 
experience of one misadventure whatever; 
and presently embarking, were soon waft- 
ed over, by a brisk wind, to the opposite 
coast. 

' The uncertainty of what awaited him 
here, the idea of his fate being now draw- 
ing 
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ing to a tvhh, occasioned such emotion 
in the mind of Ednrund on his landing, 
as neariy took from Wmi the power of pro- 
ceeding. 

Sir Hdland perceiving by his varying 
cheeky alternately exhibiting, as rt fliished 
and faded, the diflTerent tints of the rose, 
and the agitatron of his air, what was pass* 
ing in his rnind^ endeavimred to divert his 
thoughts, as taking bim by the artahe led 
htm towards an inn. 

Having- reached one, refreshment was 
called for; and while bringing in, ''This/' 
said sir Roland, suddeDly, 'Ms the identic 
cal place in which Imet with the adven* 
tnre that first introduced me to the notice 
of your noble father-^tliat generous spirit 
to whom to be unfortunate was a certain 
recommendation.* Ah 1; how unlike the 
cold calculating sons 6f selfishness, still 
turning ^ide from the pH^rim and ther 
strsuig€»r in their path of woe! In what 
lively colours i& every circumstance of the 
scene impressed upon my Aiemory ! . It 

c 4 seemi^ 
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seems to me as if it 'were but yesterday* that 
I was driven hence^ a wretched fugitive, 
compelled to renounce one country, and 
ignominiously scorned by another — oh T 
noble Lestwithid^ dear, inestimable friend ! 
thou whose loss I have never ceased to de- 
plore, whose name I have never been able 
to utter without tears of gratitude^ h6w^ 
dreadful would have been my fate but for 
thy interposition.! .at^d how rapturous will, 
be my feelings, should I be able, in some! 
degree, to requite what I owe thee, by serv- 
ing thy son!" 

* A tear, as with a tremulous hand fate press- 
ed his arm, wds! the ondf way in which Ed- 
mund could ^refdy lo ^is speech, . such wa^ 
the fullness of faeaA it occasioned^ 

After they, had; refreshed themselves^ 
finding they votitd ! not proeure as man^y 
horses as' they uedded until the next day^ 
the evening b^g' invitingly fine^ thi^ 
strolled out to anruise themselves with the 
curiosities of the place. Having viewed 
the Castle, and the pld churchi^ said to have 
' been 
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heen Erected by Lueius» the first Cbfistian 
king of Britain^ together with the Pharo% 
or Roman Watch Tower, they next pro- 
ceeded to examine the venerable church 
of St. Martin, founded by Wightrea, king of 
Kent, the Priory, and Hospital, or. Mzi^ 
son Dieu, as it was more generally called^ 
opposite to it, in which the knights hos- 
phallers^ or templars, found accommoda*' 
tion in coming in and going out of the 
kingdom, and then pursued their walk atong: 
the beach. At length coming to^a tre* 
roendous clif]^ ''whose high and bending 
head looked fearfnlly on the deep below," ^ 
they stopt. 

'' Here it was,*' said sir Roland, after- 
pausing a minute, evidently through eqdo* 
tion, ''here it was," laying his hand upon 
the rock, ''that bursting with conflicting. 
^ feelings, on my expulsion from the inn, I; 
threw myself. 

" The outragecommittedon them made 
me view every thing with a savage eye of 
disgiist, and fancy allfrowned.on.me.. Me-- 

c 5. thaughfct 
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thought the bectTiirg cliffs hung threaten- 
ing over my headland ominous clouds upo»' 
the opposite hHls ; but scarce had the eon- 
ciliating voice of friendship reached my' 
ear, ere all seemed changed; so wondei^ 
fully ddes the mind tinetiire external ob- 
jects, so* much do the impressions they 
make depend^ upon the existing feelings 
of the moment. The savage aspect of tbe~ 
precipices softened into sublime grandeur, 
the haziness of the opposite coast disap* 
pearcd, and the surge that but the instant 
before seemed to dash with angry violence* 
against the rocks, now ^appeared gently 
breaking on- the pebbled shore.*' * 

Edm'ufid weir knew what the effect of 
acii^e feeling was, and, if possible, loved 
sir Roland belter for the congeniality of 
sentiment and similarity of disposition he 
saw existing between Ihem. . Nothing, in- 
deed, can be more.delightful than the so- 
ciety of those who, from their own, are able 
to judge of our feelings, and make allow 
ances for the little weaknesses and caprices 

into 
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into- which an excess of sensibility soxne^ 
times. be tra^s^ and \vbich« by appearing ta 
humour^ is the surest way of vanquishing ;. 
for the mindj rendered sore by aflSictlon,. 
like the body i&m^rting from wounds^ will* 
tfaturally shrink back and recoil within it* 
self from those whp^rudely attempt a cure» 

The beauty of the varied^ prospect that 
met their view as they advanced towards^ 
Folkstone, the freshness of the air^ the 
pleasing penaiveness imported by the me* 
hncholy sound of the murmuring surge^ the 
splendors of the evening .sky» fired by the- 
rays of the setting sun, and tinging with< 
dazzling hues the^ waves^ contributed to in*' 
duce the friends ta continue their stroll^ 
till^ like the.visions of hope from the Ian* 
guid miiid of age, the scene beg^n to fade^ 
upon theirsight^ 

The feathered tenants of the cliffs; with^ 
hoarse screamings^. were beginning to seek, 
their respective nests withyi.them^ere they^. 
again fcMind themselves at the mm Xheic 
depattcre was fixed for an earl ]^ hour, the^ 

C.& nextr 
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next morning; and punctual to the time 
appointed^ their joum ey was commehced 
by dawn of day. 

Nevertheless they could not^ on account 
oF the horses/ reach their destination till 
' towards the decline of the second. On 
their way, they stopt to make an offering 
at the shrine of St. Beclcet, and imploi^e 
a happy termination to the business under* 
taken by sir Roland. 

The last rays of the sun -were gflding^ 
with a-mild radiance, the statefy cross of 
Eleanor, when they alighted at the little 
Tillage of Charing, for the ptlrpose of put- 
ting up there, from its contiguity to th^ 
residence of lord Scbergham, looking upon 
the Thames, and adjacent to thie old resi- 
dence of John of Gaunt, the scene of ma- 
ny a splendid revel in the days of his illus- 
trious father, when, in compliment to the ; 
royal prisoners there, it was the frequent 
custom of the court to repair thither, in 
stately barges^ from the palace at West- 
minster. 

All 



/ 
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All here was loo well known to Edmund 
not to excite feelinors, as he alighted^ that 
nearly swelled his heart to bursting. Not 
a spot but was familiar to him-^the broad 
road^ leading in front of the little inn where 
the3r put up, to the . Abbey and the Pa* 
lace,. the pleasant lanes and meadows be-^ 
bind the inn, where kine now lowed» and 
where he had often sauntered to listen to 
the vernal not^ of the cuckoo, and inhale 
ihe sweetness of the bursting hawthorn; 
and, in consequence, recollection.s were re- 
vived that nearly overpowered him — re-* 
collections of the period in which impli* 

citly believing in the assurances that were 

* 

made him, he saw nothing before him but 
a smiling prospect ; now, how changed i 
hiing with the clouds of doubt and appre- 
hension, from the discovery oPthe treache- 
ry practised against him. 

All zeal and activity, sir Roland, having 
secured a lodging, and made him refresh 
himself^ dispatched Jacques tcr make the 

necessary 
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necessary inquiry at the mansion of IbrJ 
Sebergham concerning him. For this^ the 
shrewdness and fidelity^of Jacques render^ 
cd him well qualified. Though lord Se« 
bergham had given instructions that no par- 
ticular inquiries^for the present^ respecting 
him should be answered^ he nevertheless 
succeeded in obtaining the information he 

required. 

Leaning against the memento of the 
royal Edward's conjugal affection, the pil- 
lar abovementioned, Edmund anxiously 
.>vatched for his return, in a state of pertur* 
bation that ahnost preefuded him fromr 
joining in sir Roland's conversation, sug^' 
gested by tlie spot, relative to the high a- 
chievemcnts of that gallant prince, and his 
adventures in Plalestine. 

At length Jacques was beheld approach- 
ing, and both eagerly hastening to meet 
him> were informed, that after being a few 
days at his house, near the Savoy, lord Se- 
bergham had again departed for Cornwallj 

fo£- 
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for the express purpose^ h was shrewdly 
suspected^ of having his nuptials solem* 
nized. 

Fired with rage and jealousy^ Edmund 
determined on immediately pursuing him — 
a determination that sir Roland did not at- 
tempt to oppose^ from a conviction of the 
inutility of such an attempt. He forbore 
not, however, saying whatever he thought 
likely to moderate his transports, and ob- 
tained a promise from him of hastening 
back^ as soon as ever, one way or other^ 
his fears respecting the fairEmmeline were 
ended. 

In the meantime, he assured him he 
should be indefatigable in prosecuting his 
suit for him, and now proposed a stroll to- 
the Palace, for the purpose of inquiring 
concerning the lord Pendennis, a nobleman 
belonging to the royal household^ and who, 
through the introduction ef lord Lestwit*!* 
iel, having particularly noticed hira ere: 
the eomfnencement of the civil broils, he 
conceiv,ed the idea of applying to for ^u 

immediate 
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immediate introduction to the king, a cou^ 

• 

saltation with Edmund on the subject in- 
ducing him to believe he should find it diffi* 

c 

cult to.obtain the audience be required^ 
without some little exertion of interest. 

This was a proposal Edmund could not 
decline, though, from the extreme agita-i^ 
lion of his mind, he trembled in every> 
nerve. Not wishing, however, to be seen- 
by any one at present who might recog- 
nise him, he withdrew his arm on coming 
within sight of the Palace, and telling hirnr 
he would await his joining him in theclois* 
ters of the Abbey, proceeded tliJther. 

Leaning- against the Gothic porch, for. 
the benefit of the evening air, sir Roland 
had the good fortune to encounter a page,, 
who readily answered the inquiry, he had- 
to make, by informing him that the lord: 
Pendennis was then, absent at one of his 
seats in, the country, but probaiply, would be 
back in a few days. 

Hastening to his young friend with this, 
agreeable intelligence, sir Roland found- 

him 
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liim pensively pacing the solitary cloisters, 
now almost involved in darkness; and the 
gloom and deathlike stillness of which 
ivere rendered still more striking, by the 
contrasting scene he had jast come from, 
ivhere, in the magnificent hall that once 
witnessed the royal ho^itality of the pn* 
fortunate Richard, the numerous servants of 
the Palace assembled at this evening hour, 
were jocosely chatting, and laughing in 
groups over the occurrences of the day. . 

Ere ihe lark had well given intimation 
of the dawn, Edmi»nd was oi> horseback* 
In his former visit to Cornwall, chance had 
given him an opportunity of serving tUgt 
family of a poor woodman^ whpse cottage 
stood contigi|ous*to the domain^ of kird 
Trecothick, to.whiqh, for the purpose of 
greatei^ secrecy, now purposing to take up 
his abode there, hie, at the earnest request 
of the anxious sic Roland, gave him a par* 
ticular direction, that in case any thing oc4 
curred to give him uneasiness concerning 

him> 
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him^ he might know where to seeKlbr ins- 
formation. 

Alarmed by hearing nothing of Hard- 
wicke, whom he had positively command- 
ed either to hasten hack, or else find som^ 
means of letting him hear from him, lord 
Sebergham presently decided on speeding 
back to Cornwall, for the purpose of watch- 
ing Emmeline, and beihg on the spot 
against her father returned^ to press the im- 
mediate celebration of their union. 

In the hope of this being yet a little lon- 
ger delayed was all that was now capable 
of imparting a monient^s ease to the op«- 
pressed heart of the wretched Emmeline. 

Every day deepening her regret for the 
past, her nights were often spent in melan- 
choly vigils — her days ihioneJy wander- 
ings. She was sitting on^ evening, about 
sunset, just at that hour when the air be- 
gins to hold that solemn stillness that ren- 
clers so impressive the approaching gIoom> 
amidst the ruins of a Druid's temple^ in 

one 



TRBCOTHICX: BOWER. 43 

one or the wildest and loneliest parts of the 
domain^ where the fallen stones, half sunk 
In the long, luxuriant grass/ gave to the 
spot the air of a neglected burial-place, 
when, from a mournful meditation, she 
^was roused by a slight noise behind h^r, and 
turning her bead, she beheld lord S^berg* 
ham approaching through the interstices of 
the ruin* 

Leaving' his retinue at the Abbey at 
Launceston, he had sought her in secret, for 
the purpose of taking her by snrprise, and 
thus being better able to ascertain whether 
there was any occasion for the vague fears 
that had began to agitate him* 

The dismay of Emmeline at his sight was 
too great to be concealed, and too indica- 
tive of feelings inimical to his wishes not 
to excite in him the most violent emotions* 

" I see,*' he cried, suddenly stopping 
short, within a few paces of her ; and aftey 
surveying her for a moment with a smile o^ 
bitterness, '' I see," in a supercilious tone^ 
'^ that my presence here has been as little 

welcome 
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welcome a$ expected ; but not much longei^ 
will I tamely bear this repelling cdldness — 
no^ the right which the lady EmmeliDe has^ 
given me^to her smiles^ by Heaven ! I will 
enforce-^to her father I will appeal — he 
will not^ I know, permit her to continue 
trifling with the feelings of honourable 
love, or treat, with repulsive disdain, the 
man whom she voluntarily allowed to lopk 
forward to calling her his !" 

Emmeline shuddered. — '^ Da you make 
no allowances," she asked, in tremulous 
tones, and with downcast eyes, '' for the 
depression of mind I at present labour un« 
der ? in the season of >grief» how impossible 
is it to assume the semblance of joy !'* 

. '* AssumeJ" repeated the irritated Se* 
berghamyindignantly^ ''oh! did yoti really 
love— did any thing like the passion I feel 
warm your breast— joy, rapture, would be 
lis. spontaneous emotion at this meeting ;. 
but again I repeat, even with my sword 
will I maintain the right you have given 
me to your affections — no human power, 

I swear. 
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T, swear^ shall rob me of you— ^mine you 
are by ptximise — iininc by voluntary be- 
trothment — and mine you shall speedily be 
Ijy the solemn ritesof the church; forbeyoiid 
•the period of your father's return I am de- 
termined not to suffer our nuptials to be 
delayed/' ... 

Again Emmeline shuddered ; gudiing 
into tears — " This violence i& cruel/* she 
cried. ^' I did conceive^ during the period 
of mourning, I should have been left to the 
iHimolested indulgence of my sorrows; 
nor can I avoid evincing some little regret 
at finding myself mistaken/' 

Unable calmly to endure the sight of her 
tears^ tfte iinpetuous Sebergbam suddenly* 
threw, himself at ber £ee<h^*f Oh, forgive," 
imhe ntdst impassionied accents he exclaim^ 
ed, '• forgia^e the in tempera^ warmth of 
wounded tenderness ! but ahJ shoeild I not 
be uniwcxrthy: ofithe love of «uch a being, 
could I pfttiendy support ao ap|^araiiice>of 
indiflference} ' Had I perceived the faintest 
gleam: of pleasure kindle ;in those lovely 
.•• /\'i eyes 
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eyes at beholding me^ how different would 
have been my feelings ! how great my gra- 
titude ! even still will it be unbounded, if 
you but say you forgive what has passed/' 

Emmeline^ though shocked by his vio* 
lence, was yet but too consciotis/ fVom the 
coldness of hex* manner^ there was cause for 
reproach^ not to be induced to suppress the 
resentment it had occasioned* Extending 
her hand to raise him—*/ Let it be no more 
thought of/' she said. ! 

Passionately kissing this fair token of re- 
conciliation^ loixl Sebergham rose from bts 
kneeling attitude, and on composure being 
a little restored, proceeded to infoi^ her 
of his having stopt at the Abbey of L^un- 
ceston; with an mteniion :of remaining 
there till thercturn^dfiier father, but^atlllie 
same time also, wi^h a hope of being daily ■ 
allowed to v^is?t hen '.t , !. r. . 

. Emmeliiie was too appteehenslvecrf ei;- 
asperating hiiTi ;agaLny and confijcmtrigfthe 
jealousdoubtsshesawMd taken possession . 
of his^^mind, to attempt disappofnting'this 

hope. 
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lope. Compelled to consider him as the 
arbiter of h^ future fate^ she conceived it 
^bsojutely necessary to evince some little 
complaisance towards him, « 

But never was an effort attended with so 
much pain as the one she made for the pur« 
pose, so repugnant to every feeling was the 
fdea of admitting his assiduities ;but she had 
doomed herself to receive them, and to re« 
pine at the compulsion she had voluntarily 
incurred she knew would be unavailing. 

He accompanied her back to the.Castle ; 
and on coming within sight of it, took his 
leave, with an intimation, that on the ensu* 
ing day he should visit her in form there. 

Left again to the indulgence of her re- 
flections, how still more agonizing did she 
find- them rendered by this interview, de* 
priving her, as it did, of all hope of a much 
longer respite from the fate she dreaded ! — 
how in agony of soul deplore the past, re- 
gret the pride and vanity that had led her 
to form 9n engagement which every mo- 
inent rendered more revolting to. her 

thoughts! 



' 48 TRECOTHICK BOWBlt. 

^thoughts! but his she saw she must be; 
and kneelinc^^ she supplicated Heaven to 
enable her to bear the thought with com- 
posure, and, ^for the sake of her father, 
fulfil, in a becoming manner, the new du-p 
ties that would be imposed upon her by beif 
change of situation. 

The violence betrayed by lordSebergham 
in the recent meeting had excited a dread 
of him she could not conquer, and which 
of course rendered the idea of becoming 
his still more in tolerable — *'Ahr** she invo- 
luntarily exclaimed, '' would Lestwithiel 
so have conducted himself, had he intrii- 
ded on me in such a moment? — oh nb! re- 
specting the sorrow he saw me under, no 
impetuous expression would have been suf^ 
fered to escape his lips ; and soothed by his 
gentleness, I shouH hare felt an alleviation 
of grief; but I have voluntarily forfeited all 
right to his sympathy^ — voluntasrily, perg* 
diously broken an engagement that might 
now have been a source of happiness to 



me. 



Her 



* Her ^e^tTS iver^ renew^ at tlie reflection^ 
and batfor the idea df ber fatber^ sbd would 
h^e beetl udeqiu^l to make sn» effort ti> 
struggle against despair* 
* Stimulated by this to make exertions^ the 
moment the approach of lord Sebergham to 
the Castle was announced the next day^ she 
hastened to the hall to receive him. He 
came attended by a splendid retinue, and 
not an eye that fell upon him but hers^ 
but what confessed him worthy of admira* 
tion, so noble was his mien, so courteous 
his demeanour, as in alighting he bowed 
around him-^so animated the; expression 
that the glow of rapture imparted to his 
countenance. 

Bowing lipon the fair hand she extend* 
ed to receive him> he led the lady Emme* 
line to an inner vapartment, where, while 
they sat conversing^ his reti;iue were feast- 
ed in the halL In this visit of form, chiefly 
intended for the purpose of announcing 
his arrival in the neighbourhood in a pro- 
per manner at the Castle^ he did tiot omit 

v0f,i !!• D repeating 
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repeating his expectation of being allowed 
to see her whenever he plcwused^ and in 
which, though most reluctantly, she forced 
herself to acquiesce* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Think- you behold him like a ra^Dg Uoii» 
tracing tlie earthy and tearing up his stepfy 
Fate in his eyes, and roaring with the pain 

Of burning fury. Otwat* 

• . i • 

Of her extorted permission he availed him- 
self to pass almost every moment with hen 
-As usual^ he was mounting his steed one 
morning at the Abbey gate, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to the Castle^ when an 
unknown person^ who disappeared the mo«' 
cnent be had performed his commission, 
slipt a narrow scroll of paper into his hpnit 
whicfa^ on unrolling, be found to contains 
Ikie, purporting^ that in a particular part of 
the domain of Trecothick, he would find a 
person waiting to give bim some tidings of 
iUrdwicke. 

0« That 
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That this was Hardwicke himself instslntly 
struck him^ who, under the idea of his 
i^ishing him to be cautious^ had, (le con* 
c^ived, devised this method of obtaining 
a conference with him.. 

Impatient beyond espre3sion for this^ 
he hastily sprung upon his steed, and 
countermai^ding his attendants, proceeded 
alone tothe gloomy spot. In which hesuf- 
fered himself to bejieve he should find the 
racking anxiety he had lately laboured un- 
der terrninated, . >y':. ;/j 

Arrived beneath the i^ade of the oj'ca?^ 
hanging boughs, heie so thicUy Interv&oveii * 
a^scaroe to permit the eye. to peoeM^to. 
tl^rougb them, ber f?jl: spnuei^K^t; disapr 
p^i^led at seeing no OQ^. H^ w^notlon^i 
JiaWievQi^ *sufie^e<l to re^^ain in.astttQ of 
"^n^lffifi^i;. as he lookf4 39x.iou^ly TQUoi 
hm» hfi he?rfJ a, sudddeot ru^^ljng anaidat. 

t]|6 M\fs^» .an4,.th» »w<: immt Jidmmwl:: 

H(id.At^sp#ctec'«i«i:M3 ftig^ m.^ 
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ment, he probably feoaM not have fett more 
horror-struck. In unutterable conFusioti 
•he recoiled on his horse, and Mt- his 
t:o1our change. 

£dmund, seising the reins, looked pierc^ 
ingly at bi-sn for a minute "without speaking; 
ihhn in a tcfnB of bitter anguish, '* Oh, 
what, what/' he exclaimed, " would have 
.been the feelings of thy noble father, had 
he lived to witness this hiHniliating mor* 
ntent — ^had he lived to behold his 80ir> he 
in whose imagined virtues he so prided 
himself, shrinking and abashed beneath the 
consciousness of gciilt V^ 

Making an effiprt to reeov^er h«metr-«- 
*« Who dares ik>cu^ me ^ g^^U^"' tfied 
<h^'^iMtted .^iebergham. 

' ^ :He who cm^ iotwif t yott tt it,- ' re- 
amed Edmund* *' I da^ accuse you of 
it-^I dare defy you totttKpvovethe ebarge. 
On the coTnfession of your confidani I sip- 
-Qime y<Hf ;of the bid^t treachery, the crue^ 
^est ati4 lAoiM uftwarranlftble plo4 against 

1)3 «*What!: 
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'' What ! the confession of Hardwickc?*' 
he involuntarily demanded. 

" Yes, of Hardvvicke/* Then in order 
to prove beyond a doubt that he was fulljr 
apprized of his perfidy, he proceeded to 
relate all that had passed between him and 
Hardwicke, concluding with the mention 
of his death. 

*'Hewas a villaki!" said lord Seberg- 
ham, 4n a tone of spiteful malignancy. 

" He was,^^ said Edmund; calmly, " or 
he could not have undertaken what you 
required ; but he died repentant, and ex^. 
perienccs, therefore, I hope and believe, 
the mercy of Heaven. Bitter ^as the an- 
guish occasioned by the destruction of tb& 
confidence he was the meaHis of destroyliil; 
«— painful the idda of thinking t should* be 
compelled to raise the blush df shathe up- 
on the cheek of the son of my protector,. 
him to whom I owe such obligations ; but 
though the consideration of thelse,. the 
gratitude and veneration I feel for his me^ 
inory, incline me to forbearance, they 

cannot 
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tannot enjoin me to a passive submision 
of my wrongs. You must resign your 
basely-acquired pretensions to the daugh- 
ter of Trecothick^ or else consent to be 
branded for a base deserter of the solemp 
trust reposed by a dying father/' 

'' Unparalleled insolence!'' exclaimed 
the wrathful Sebergham, in a transport of 
fury ; but suddenly checking himself^ '' iu 
consideration of the protection you enjoy** 
cd, I pass it over/' 

'' 'Tis well/' said Edmund; *' but it 
would have been still better if you had 
fuflTered that consideration also to prevent 
your assigning me a lodging in your castle 
on the Rhone/' 

** Ha !" again exclaimed the furious Se« 
bergham ; ** check this audacity, or by Hea- 
ven I cannot answer for what I may be 
tempted to do/' 

'* Emmeline must be resigned/' said Ed- 
mund, " or other weapons than words had 
recourse to, to avenge my injuries." 

y Besigned !" repeated lord Sebergham, 

D 4 witk 
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vith a deriding laugh ; ^* ivhat^ Cor ^e? 
and supi)Ose ahe were this instant free^ ha9t 
Ihou the presumption^ the folly^ to ima*» 
gine that on the6 she yrould ever i^mile-r^ 
on thee bestow her hand — thee, the fallen 
heir of a ridnisd house — ^theie, thf depen- 
dant on precarious bounty ?. Away with 
such idle hopes!'' scomfuHy waving b*^ 
hand ; |' wake from the delusive dream 
that has engendered them ; and bending 
thy spirit to thy fortune, look elsewhere 
for an union. As to tjjy threat of.brand- 
ing oie with infamy, I sipile at it as ai thi^ 
^{suggestion of impotent malice ; for ignin^t 
my word, what would :thine kvai}? dgfUfift 
mine, thy assertion ?" 

*' Perhaps bult little/' returned Edmund, 
with the aame calnmest be hgd befode 
$pokjen, '' for truth,. I knpw, soQietimes^ 
hi this world, needs adventitious aids to oil* 
t^in it credit; but fhpugh, on ftke mere^ 
testimony of thy >yord,. though mightent 
not be cono^mnc^, yet ont^iat of thiius 
own baud and »gn«|#" producing f»>m his- 

. bosom 
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ibokt)nt the letter hd 6td rtc^ifed firoitt 
HardWicfce> ^ thiik&ttt not tfaou wouldit 1'^ 
, The flush of arrogabbe f&ded firtont the 
•cheek of Sibergham at ^gbt of this mcon- 
trm'drtible proof of his guHr. H6 had 
tried to hope that on th^ mere word of Edk 
Smund alooe thei^d.wasft cbailee of escaping 
ifli iasputatioB } bn^ Mith such as evidfctfoe 
sA this against him; Ue.taw it to be impoa^ 
sible. i 

Rendered dcfspiiratd by bia fbars> he in* 
atantly sprang from bis hdvae^ and with the 
tufy of a Kony alttempfed to wreM it from 
liim. 

Bii4 resting* the effort^ Edinund agata 
eectrred ii, and after a violent strug^e, siieb 
ceeded in throwing him fot a distance from 
him ; but only for a nfohilent dkihe dis^ 
^ngage hiaisetf fromhiiiK AH was at stak^ 
to suffer hiM 10 detain this letter: and Se- 
bergham »»9i was lost, ' fame, repatation^ 
£mmeli^tf)e. Sfaddened by the idea, the 
Uk^ of everlastft)^ infamy being attached 
to his name/ he again rushed uppn him.-— 

i>5 V' Traitor!"' 
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•*• Traitor I •' he cried, *' never shah thoii 
tecape with that execrable forgery !'* 

Away !*• said Edmund, indignantly, 

nor aggravate thy baseness by j^remedi- 
tated fakehood ; with life only will I pai^ 
"With this proof of thy perfidy." -t 

*' Then be it so/* cried Sebergham ; and 
yielding to the maddening impulse of the 
moment, he plunged' bis dagger into the 
bosom of the unguarded Edmund. ; 

The violence with which he struck the 
blow occasioned him to stagger back ^ few 
paces as he drew forth the weapon ; Ed- 
mund too staggered, but not, like him, to 
recover. Reeling back a few yards, he fell 
•with a groan to the earth ; Sebergham 
gazed on him with a kind of vacant wild** 
&ess, but the sight of his bubbling blood, 
flowing in a crimson stream towards his 
feet, made him suddenly start a^de. Re» 
^flection returned; he became horror-struck* 
*' Edmund," he cried^ bending over him^ 
^S in mercy speak !" He laid his hand on 
his shoulder^ but no Edmund replied.-r- 
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*' Oh God ]'' in the trembling accentt of 
despair he exclaimed^ '' have I murdered 
bim ? Edmund ! Edmund ! if thou canst 
hear^ oh, in pity answer!" He attempted 
to turn him on his.stde^ but the sight of his 
fair hair« dabbled in blood, made him again 
istart away with horror. He was renewing 
the efFortj when fancying he heard thd 
;sound of approacjiing steps, he instinctively 
started up, and mounting his hoiue, he rode 
off* But horror pursued him ; every mo* 
ment he expected to be overtaken, and 
seized as a murderer. Unwittingly he' took 
the direction to the Castle ; he started in 
unutterable confusion at the sight of it; 
but to retreat without alightiAg he saw to 
be impossible, in consequence of his hav« 
ing been perceived by some of the do. 
inestics. 

With difficulty he dismounted, and wtth 
still greater reached a chair in the hall, 
where, overcome by his feelings, he fainted 
away. 

Alairmed by the situation in which tbey 

n 6 savr 
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nkw him, ihe wild «ad haggard eifyreteloit 
of his QQiuiieQance on fasktnmg thti h9tlh 
the domestias summid^aed )a4y .StninieU»^ 
thither. 

She felt an involaiitary dioek at the 
«ight that there met her view, . The restort- 
^tives^ however^ which she promptiy oidep^ 
jtA, had soon the ejfeei of tefsioHng lord 
Sebergham tp his senses. Fpr a minute * 
after regaining them/ he looked wil^y 
round without exactly l^nowing whefe he 
iwas ; Ihen more perfectly cojiecting kimi* 
aelf^ he again threw round a gldnce of ter** 
tor; but no accusing countenance met 
his eye^no looksi but what evinced arax^ 
lety and filing t and m coni^queace he 
became inore composed. " Since I have 
•es<:aped so fai^/' satd he to hiqiseif^ '* all 
may yet be well /' 

The idea animated him to tooi: up^ and ^, 
Jie encountered the mild eyes of £inme«* 
line* He instantly roser-;*'^ Oli^ hovt good 
this soljcitude !" he said ; *' my heart n»fi9t 
ever rem^in^ your debtor for it."^ 

" By 



this instance I should condeihii myself were 
I to have/oholvn lesi attention ; but to no 
aecideBt^i hope, yourtudden indispositioii 
Kas been owing }'* ' 

The consciously-guNty Sebergham fil- 
tered, and looked confused. *' No, to no 
accident/^ he with^ difficulty answered; 
"but — but to a sudden faintness that had 
come over -hini, owing, he conceived^ to ' 
the closeness of the atmosphere/'' 

*' Perhaps so," returned Emmeiihe; 
^'•bttt methinksyon chan|;e aga(in*~perhaps 
you miglit like to re|iose a lit tie?'' 

He bowed assentingly, and leming oh 
the arm of one of the attendants, follow^ 
Smmeliae to an apartment where she had 
been sitting, and where, in general, her re- 
tired momeiits were passed. 

- She pointed to a coiteh, on which i^nk* 
ing, he was for some minutes so ejt- 
iiausted by emotion, as to be unable to ar^ 
tijbu late the gratitude he felt for the tender 

attentions 
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jBitteotions whicli^ iti the humanity of her 
bearf^ she paid him. 

*' You will soon^ I hope, be better,"' she 
jsaid, as, on seeing him a little revive^ she 
took a seat. " Rest will/ 1 make no doubt, 
be oF service; and the balsamic sweets of 
the garden that breathe through this room, 
can scarcely fail of reviving your languid 
senses.** ^ 

'' Is it not your favourite apartment }*' 
he demanded. 

She bowed. 

'' Then must I fe^I more at ease in it ; 
for the pUce inhabited by purity must, even 
by angels, almost be deemed a sanctuary/' 

She sighed — " Ah ! if not happy in our- 
selves,'' said shej " what place can prove a 
sanctuary from Care ?" . ^ ^ 

A deep groan burst from the quivering 
lips of Sebergham, and for a moment he 
claspt his hands despairingly ; then sudden- 
]y recollecting himself, he started up in a 
fitting attitude^ and looking round him 

with 
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mth ii^iidaessh-f^ The Jbeat becomes more 
<>ppressii£e/' he said ; "something may be 
expedt^ froat the lurid state of the at* 
mosphere/* 

' . BmftneUri^ looked out^ and saw big drops 
descending on the flowers^ the certain pre- 
cursors ofa thunder-storm. In a short time 
the ^ livid lightning began to flashy and the 
hoarse thunder to rattle in tremendout 
peals over thdr hqads. 

£mmeline drew back> and devotttIy:croB8^ 
ed herself; Sebergham shuddered^ for con- 
scious guilt had paralized his nerves^ and 
made him tremble at these seeming indi- 
cations of Heaven's wrath. 

" How appalling V he exclaimed^ ^ the 
forked lightning continued to dart past 
blm^ and the thunder to peal over bis head; 
'' doth it not aflfright thee ?'* 

" It awes me/' replied Emmeline ; " but 
J^nowing it cannot injure without the per* 
mission of Heaven, I strive against the ter- 
ror it might otlierwise inspire." 

He gazed at her for a minute steadfastly, 

then 
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then staitftig u{^; Jile ndiied-ba- htMi tvith 
« mingled etpiresiion: dfl rapture anid aimi^ 
ratioiii exclaimki^-*^'^ Cat! theYd Ue danger 
when near thee!** ^ * i'> • 

There was a Wildn^ in h\k air and inbn-^ 
i>er as he spoke, that startled Emmeline; 
Her look recalled him to recollecticnii 

With an hysteric laiigh~*' You seeitt .to 
<hink me strange to-dhy,*^ be said> Jf' and sb 
I believe I am ; for the il!ne«d t have beett 
8eT2¥d;With has occasioned a painful con* 

Alston hefe/* pnfttlng his band u> his fore^ 

• • • ~. » . 

head. i 

Emmeline again urged him to take a^Iifi 

tie rest — '* I wiU not speak to. yon again,*^ 

. she said, ttirning away, and taking up a 

took, ** till you have tried to do so." 

Sebei^hain, in obedience to her com?-^ 

, mands, again threw himsdf on the coticli, 

' and rested hrs head on the pillow 9h« liad 

previously settled for him ; but witli di0i- 

culty could he sv far comoTYand htm^f a& 

to remain for any time in this state of iti^ 

action^ startled', as he was^ by every s0Wid, 

and 



jand expeotiogj aa he did, every Qsomenu 
to he^r some terrible announcement of the 
(borrible crime he had perpetraled. 

At length the ^' full-distended^ clouds'' 
began to pour their treasures on the fields; 

,jthe irain continued for a considerable time 
"Without Mtermii^n; the sky then $iiddea^ 

. iy brightened^ und again the face* of Na** 
ture smiledj " the downwitrd s^n lo<a^ing 
<oUt effulgent from amid the broken clouds/^ 
Vi^hile the beauty of the radiant scene was 
heightened by the fuJrl burst of music fron 
the woods, '' 4he distant bleatings of the 
biUs/^and answering low ihgs from the vale0> 
ail if all was 'gratitude £ar ch^ refreihing 
moiflture, 
*• How sweet the 44wy ^^^dure.pf tife 

' w^dft J ho^ lovely t<^ general .^peyct "qC 

jail J ■'^ said ^Eai^ielnie, invoJti^i^Uy, as she 
beiMt from tb0 Wind^vr. '' Aft^.beJ^g thips. 
ttkb4»&^ A '^stiJl aiorf^ buJmy sweetness )s 
eonttmum^ated tQilwm: a«d while the 
eye .4welk etlctot^d Ott tive gjilttering 

drbpa 
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drops that gem the foliage^ and the vaned 
colours of the grand ethereal bow, <that 
seems bestridipg earth, the heairt is gladden 
ed b^ the grateful joy that appears pervad- 
ing Nature/' 

Lord Sebergham listened to her with a 
kind of vacant look, no longer able to 
enter into such feelings as hers; besides^ 
he was ruminating on the steps he deemed 
it expedient immediately to take. With 
mingled sensations he had watched" the 
rain ; the earth saturated by it, he con- 
ceived he should find no great difficulty in) 
preparing a space for the concealment of his 
victim ; while frdm its heaviness, too» there 
wasa probability of all traces of the blood he 
hadshed being washed a way from thesight of 
all, Ofall save Heaven;' he shuddered; then 
suddenly starting up, prepared to depaitj 
for no further time, he conceived, was to be 
lost. In his agitation, he found he had dropt 
the dagger with which the terible deed was 

cbmmittsed^ and l^st it should fall into other 

hand% 



llands^ deemed it absqlutely essential to his 
safety to set about the interment of the 
'JBti ordered youlth directly. 

Accordingly he took an abrupt leave of 
Ihe lady Emmeline^ who fatigued by the 
'exertions she had been compelled to make 
on bis ticcount, and who, having previously 
made 'him take some refreshment, urged 
not hiis longer stay. 

S{ieeding back to the Abbey> for the 
purpose of procuring a sword to dig the 
intended grave with^ he mufBed himseK* 
•up in a large cloak, and passing out secret^ 
ly by a private door in the cloisters, hast* 
ened to the spot wher^ he had stamped 
himsel f a m urderen 

With a repugnance that nothing could 
have conquered but a dread of what might 
ensue from drawing back/ he approached 
it. By the gleatbs of a watery moon, through 
•the; wfet foliage^ he |)eroeiyed the bbdy 
lying exactly' in the posture in which he 
had 'li^£t it. He shuddered; and suddenly 
'liecoming sick^ . was compelled^ for • a r^u 
... . ,:. ..-. V nutc^ 
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nute, to lea-n against a tti6 £ct ijupport i 
then rousing himself^ he proceedod to the 
commencement of the terrible business fae 
had undertaken. ^ 

But though the groimd wa84softeiEM3d;. its 
nevertheless found this a more lisSicult 
matter titan he had imagined^ owing to 
the slimtness the rain accasiomd ; Jbe^ 
sides, he was every instant &t2^1dd%ilbe 
shuddering of the foliage, which. In- this di« 
Irection, was of a nahilce to be agitated by 
the slightest breeze,, . the groiiM being 
overgrown with a quantity of willows,. as- 
plns, and^ dbgwood'i owing to a number 
of riJls here congregating and spread iii|^in 
pools in various places /' •- 

At lengldi Jiisf>:swo«d comitig in coMacf 
5with a stone/ itsnapt; this, to; his eqnfll 
anortificsHon and dismay^ compelling him, 
lio leave unfinished what he had begua». 
. Ola kav&Qg; the ihalf^dug graV^e; he pn>« 
c^eded to search for his dagger in itinb 
^rass, ^en .rtbd/imiginGd soundisibf-stepB 
again impelled him toluirry frooitheispoi, 
^ Instinctively 
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InstimttiVeljr he fl)(d it» nor paused till he 
again fou(ui: hinKsdf within the Abbey 
Plaits. 

But to renew hh. s^moch for the dagger, 
and possess- himsl^lf oF. the letter which £d- 
niuqddrehifi0e()j he;rfisolyed^.shpuid nothing 
lualortuiiafe occUr> tp venture there the 
ensaing morning, thottgh till night he 
could not think of completing . the grave. 

, Accordingly^ he nm about quitting the 
Abbey the next .day^* when, suddenly the 
Isat^EoMnieliaels 8»)ti(ire} Godfrey^stoG^ be« 
fore him,^bedfiRg/a kkid: inquiiry from his 
lady relative to his health, 

.Ha/vin^.. answered tbis^ he trusted he 
sbouUv soon: get rid of hirn.; but he was 
disappc^ated^ . Perceiving him equtpt for 
gfiiog out«.atid MKIcAh^ hi? destination t 
wa$j toilhcrCastte/ Godfrey, ini consequence 
QJt haying .lomgiWiahed few ^particular op« 
portiimtyooCineooniin^ndtogrhiinsQlf to his* 
good gnacefi beiibg 09/s of tbQ9^ whoi.ajre: 
i never without aiioeyert^:theiiMdwri interest^. 
humbly entreated permission to: atitend< 

him 
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hiin thither. Not well knowing bow to 
tdl him be was under a mistake/ lord Se- . 
bergham/after a little hesitation, granted, 
him the permission^ and mounting hisr 
horse^ set forward for the Castle. 

The consequences, howeveri which might. : 
result from delaying his original intetttion, . 
were too obvious not to occasion a degree ? 
of agitation that rendered him unable to^ 
attend to the conversation of Godfrey, 
relative to the excellencies of the lady £01*^. 
meline, as the -most pleasing Subject, he 
conceived) hie could possibly chuse*. '-l 

Far, however, from appearing charmed, > 
he continued to secretly wish him,>a5 he 
ambled on his little poney by his side, 
fairly swimming down the Tamar, o<r,else 
transplanted to the submit of one of the 
distant steeples that were seen in the 
landscape; but, like a burr in his skirts, 
Godfrey continued to keep close to him, ; 
not once losing sight of him till be had. 
ushered him into the presence of the Jady 
Emmeline. 

• - 

There 
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There was a wildness in her looks that 
startled him the instant he cast his eyes 
on her, as rather confirmed the fearful 
misgiving that seized him on entering the 
hall, at perceiving a something of conster- 
nation in the appearance of the domestics. 

'' Nothing, I hope, has happened to dis- 
turb you ?'* be said, in tremulous accents^ 
as. he took her hand. 

'* Oh yes! something very dreadful," 
she answered, shuddering ; '* a murder has 
been committed in the woods, and the 
body has just been brought in here for ex- 
amination and interment/' 

Lord Sebergham grasped her hands ; he 
Was compelled to dq so to support him- 
self. " A murder !" he repeated, in a hol- 
low tone; ''and the body brought hither !" 

Emmeline looked fixedly at him for a 
moment — *' I wonder not," she said, ob- 
serving the ashy whiteness of his cheeky 
and the quivering of his lip, '' at the emo- 
tion you betray. To hear of stich crimes 
asthis chills with horror; but. the punishment 

du.e 
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due to such will yet, I m^ke no doubt;, 
overtake the cruel perpetrator of it; He 
had partly dug a grave for the conceal- 
ment of his victim, which, I conclude, he 
was scared from completing, a convifiCfng 
proof that murder is not to be hidden — that 
Providence itself interposes to bring about 
its discovery — ffcat blood will have blood/* 
Lord Sebergham almost groaned; un- 
consciously he sank upon the chair from 
which she had risen to deceive him, a cdM 
dew hanging.on his brow — " Such were the 
words of your father,*' he said, faintly, 
'^ t\en in this very apartment," as he cast 
a dim glance routid him; 'V oh God! 
had I then— — "' He started; suddeivly 
recollecting himself, and hastily rising, 
•'but I entfeat your pardon,'* he added^ 
*' for not b'ettfer struggling against the ef- 
fects qrf my.kte indisposition'; it has lert a 
«frange confusion and weakness behind' it; 
but in a little tfme, I hope* Tshalf be per- 
fectly recovered," 

/^ You seem ill'ind^fed,''^ said hdy Em- 

ttieline. 
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ni'eline, in a tone of feeling ; '^ methinks 
you i&hould avoid all cause for emotion." 

'' Oh that I could !" he exclaimed, in- 
voluntarily and despairingly; then again 
recollecting himself—-'' Is it yet suspected 
or surmised/* he suddenly detnanded, '' who 
the murderer or his victim was ?'' 

Lady Emmeline replied' in the negative 
—^'^ But I make no doubt," she added* 
" from the diligent inquiries I have com- 
manded, that both will soon be ascertain- 
ed ; in the meanwhile, for the purpose of 
facilitating the discovery, whoever Wishes 
to see the body is to be permittedi'' 

A sudden emotion of joy flushed the 
pale cheek of Sebergham ; from this reply*, 
he saw there was a chance of being yet 
able to save himself from utter ruin. With 
the person of Edmund he was pretty well 
aware none of the domestics of the Castle 
were acquainted; could he^ th^relbve* 
keep it from the inspection of others, by 
|irevailing on lady Emmeline to consent to 

VOL, II, B ^ his 
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bis immediate intermen^^ all might yet be 

'welh ' ^ 

Reanimated by this hope^ he immedi- 
ately exerted himself for the purpose of 
obtaining it. '' By allovring the body to 
remain here,'^ he criedj '^ yeu subject 
yourself to the intrusion of vulgar cuHo«- 
aity ; fond of shocking sights, you may 
orest assured there is not a person of that 
description in the neighbourhood. who will 
not crowd hither, if you persist in do- 
ing so, to your extreme agitation : permit 
atie to give orders, therefore^ fcMr its imme- 
diate removal, and whatever others I m^y 
deem necessary on the occasion." 

Lady Emmeline hesitated a Iitrle«~'' Per- 
ihaps it might be as you say," she cried; 
*' and at this period particularly^ when my 
father is absent, I acknowledge any thing 
of tutnult in the Castte would gretptly agi- 
tate me." 

^ Ttien to avoid all danger of what you 
must ^ubtless dread, permit me to do as 
I request," said the wily Seberjgfaam. 

- ^ She 



V 
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She bowed — *' I consent/* said she. » 
The anxious Sebergham scarcely jiaused 
to thank her for her condescension^ so 
eager was he to take the steps his safety re- 
quired. 

Hastening to the hall^ he called for th6 
seneschal^ and strictly commanding him> on 
no account whatever^ to permit any one 
to enter the chamber in which the body 
was deposited, and for which .he assigned 
the same specious reasons he had done to 
the lady Emmeline for recommending its 
immcfdiate interment, he remounted hilt 
horse, and forthwith proceeded to the Ab- 
bey, for the purpose of giving the neces- 
sary orders for it. 
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CHAP. IV. 



' TboQ^ts succeed thoughts, like restless troubled waves ' 
^ Dashing at one another* - ^ - Ho\y, 

Scarce ,was he gone, when still faint froia 

recent emotion, tlie lady Emmeline strolled 

« . . ' * -'' ■ ' ' 

out by a private door from the Castle. She 

, fiad nol proceeded far, when, in a lone se-^ 

questered spot, she was suddenly accosted 

by a stranger withV packet in his hand. 

DofBng his hat, and bowing down to her 

very shoe-strings, he humbly begged to 

know whether she would have the goodness 

' to tell him where he might be likely to 

meet with the lord Sebergham ? 

After regarding him for a montent with a 

kind of vacant look, lady Emmeline re* 

plied^ he would probably meet him at the 

Abbey 



fi * 



'. '^ 



y 



' TRECOTHICK IIOWEKV 77 

Abbey of Launcestoh^ whither he vas just 
gone from the Castle. 

" Just gone !" echoed the disappoinfeit 
Hugh> for it was no other than Hugh Sea-i^ 
grove, the immediate ^ittendant on the un-* 
fortunate Edmund^ it may be remembered,^ 
who had now ihe honour of addressing tha 
faiir heiress of T/-ecothick«. 

Possessed of an itisattable portion of cu-^ 
riosity> he had long been on the watch for 
an opportunity of frying to discover what 
lord Sebergham was abolif, for about some* 
thing he Ivkhed to conceal it was. evidei.c 
to hiin he was engaged^ from the air :/i 
mystery that had accompanied his every 
proceeding, from the period of his receiv«« 
ing the communication relative to Ed«- 
mund, and for whose sudden <^i5appearancv 
Httgh was at quite as great a loss to ac'- 
count as for his conduct. 

But unremitting as was his watchfulness^ 
he nevertheless remained without a pre* 
text for the purpose, till ibrnished. with 

x3 one 
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pnt by. the delivery of a packet 'at ike te* 
^lidence of lord Sebergham in the»inetro- 
' pblis; wkichj the messenger wbo kft it 
saidj required immediate 'attention, and 
of which ultimately he determined availing 
himself, for thegtatifiqaiion of his coriosityj 
by directly setting out with it for Cornwall. 
Arrived at Launceston; he inquired foil 
lord Sebergham at the Abbey, where, from 
some previous intimation, he conceived; it 
»ot unlikely he should find him. The porter 
who answered the inquiry informed bim 1>0 
had just left it for the Castle ; and hi&er he 
accordingly repaired on foot, panting withr 
beat, impatience, and anxiety, and, as abov« 
described, encountered lady ]^meltae. 
. '^Just gone!'* he cried, irepeating hei^ 
words ; '^ w$ll, to be sure, there must be 
some ill wiad^blowing in this^quart^r ; Self 
here I have again missed bim by a minute, 
after having, just' done so at the Abbey/* 

*' He probably will sooti be back 

a^ain," said lady £mmeline ; ^^ to avoid,; 

' • therefore^ 



JHECOTBWK BaW£8# 79 

therefore, the chance ofanrother disappoint^ 

r 

mentj you had better repair to the Casile> 
and quietly there await his coming." 

*' Truly, lady, since I have your per* 
mission, I will e'en do so," be said ; '• for 
by this time I am' pretty well fatigued; 
and, besides, should not like any longer de>* 
lay in the delivery of this packet^" casting 
I^» eye upon the one he held, '' hugely 
suspetting it, as I do, to co«ie from masr 
ter Edmuad, whomt t6 be sure, I am anx^ 
sous, and an ungrateful y^riet I should bo 
if I was not, to hear some tiding9 about." 

Epimeline started—'' What Bdmund ?— « 
Whom do you mean ?".she demanded^ in 
a voice trembling with emotion. 

'* Wbpm ?" repeated Hugl^ with a sig- 
nificant smile, or rather grtn,- for a gentle 
relaxation of the features was by no means 
w)iat he was accustomed to ; then suddenly 
checking himself, lest of incurring her dis* 
pleasure, he, proceeded to answer her quefr* 
tion^ giving her, in addition, such particu*. 
Jars as left her no room to doubt the £d« 

e4 mund 
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»„,rf oHonI Sebergkam, and ,ha Edmund 
she had known, b^rng the same ; but sur* 
prise ivas hot the only emotion attendant 
on the discovery. For the silence of Ed- 
mund^ relative to the connexion subsist*- 
ing between them, she could naturally ac 
count ; but for lord Seberg ham's guarded 
one on the subject, no otherwise than by 
imputing it to a cons cioustiess of treachery. 
The idea gave rise to others of a stilt mor^ 
agitating, more agonizing nature. The 
dreadful state of agitation he had recently 
be^nin; the wildness of his manner ; the 
evident struggles he was undergoing, so 
8tt*ongIy resembling those of terror and re- 
morse; above all, thd anxiety he had ma* 
nifested for the immediate interment of 
the murdered body— rail, all, as with the 
rapidity of lightning they darted athwart 
her mind, exerted a horrible misgiving— 
a suspicion that gave to her cheek the hue 
of dea^, and robbed her of the power of 
supporting herself. 

''Oh, the saints! she is dying!" ex- 
claimed 



.< 



cldimed the affrighted^Hngh^ as he saw her 
sinking, at the foot of a tree. CaUhing 
her hand as ite spoke> but quickly resipt* 
in^ it, from its cold and clammy feel-^ 
<^ She is dying,^ and a* pretty scrape! have 
brought myself into; I sfaall-surely be strung 
up, under a suspicion of laying violent 
hands, in some way or other, on her. 
This comes of my curiosity, and of m^ 
wanting to know more than folks chose^ to 
tell me. Ob that the prince of darkness^ who 
gave it, had it again.! or had bestowed iti. as 
a porf io9> ob; some fat abbot^^. >vho; without 
risk to hnnsetf,. ^might have ran about ia 
quest of secrets l" . _; 

.. Aft t^Udly he clapped his hands, he sud^ 
denly jsspied a little spring bubbling up. 
amidst a kind of natural enclosure of white- 
})leaphed stones; he directly dipped his- 
hands in it/; and threw as much as they 
yfere/z]^\e ta letain in the. face.^f lady Em-, 
meline. 

^ The s«d4e]|ne^;0£ the applrcation haj 
the. desired^ ^f^pch Raising her. languid 
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head against the tree-*^** I jafll better/' sho 
said, in a faizit voice ; ''let me not^ tbe^e* 
fore, my good fi^iend^ be a means of de» 
Iftinmg yoa from tepairing to the Castle^ 
for you seem to need both rest atid #e^ 
firesblnent ; but remember^ say nothing 
there of thia indisposition/^ 

\Vith a low bow, Hugh assured h?r she 
might rely on bis silence ; and d^n faui> 
ried ofl^ ^ dreading every moment, from her 
ehaiiging! colour, to see her relapse, and 
feiarftit of th^ consequences that liftight re- 
sult to himself> if surprised with her in the 
dying state in ^hich she had'just been. 

For some minutes aftier his departurei 
she remained * motionless ; theH' suddenly 
starting from her rec^umbent attitude^ she 
wrung her hands ift agony. 

" Oh, save me, my Goi V* she ctifidg 
" from the distraction that threatens tny 
brain at the horrible idea that has tkkeil 
possession of it!*' 

Again she paused; might she* not be 
mistaken ?«-*-was it not jcruel to let mere ap« 

pearances 
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pearances induce her tb yield to so terri* 
ble.a one? .Did liot ju8tice*^did no* 
common human iljfJttmand Jier belter at* 
certaming'the justiiceof tiie suspicioir, ere 
^a^e so unresistingly gave Way to it ?-^--Oh> 
yes ! but hoi/r was this tb be done ? There 
was but one wayrt-^one vray of terminating^ 
the horrors of 'diatrustr-^tfae srgbt of the 
body. * . . 

It was not too late to obtain thisf: btt£' 
». if she mux^h longer d^jayed 'where she Vas,' 
it probably w^uld> frqg^ the pron^tness 
.. of lord Sebergham. 

Impelled by this fe^r« %he strat^tw^jT' 
hurried from the spot ; a door^ in a dai^ 
closet coaimunicating (Withif^ gave her 
secret admission to the chamber .^he wished 
to gain.' She enter^ it tremblibg, lest of 
beholding aiTy one there; but owiog to the^ 
imperative command of lord Sd>ergham^ 
abe found it empty. 

The body was laid on^ an oak table> a 

napkin over the face^ in order to prevent 

, B 6 the 
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the shock vrhich the abrupt sight of the 
features, contracted by > death, could not 
have failed of occasioiiifig% . 

£mmeliiie shuddered ; . the figure re^. 
sembled Edmund's; a sudden dimness came 
over her sight, and. for an instant she Avas 
obliged to support herself by catching at 
the back of a chair; then ap{H'oaching the 
table with something like a feeling of despe- 
ration, she was on the point of extending 
her hand for the purpose of raising the co- 
verings thar> by its removal, was to confirm 
or remove her horrible misgivings, when, 
in the very act of doing so, she felt herself 
suddenly whirled from the table, and lifting 
her eyes, beheld herself in the arms of lord 
Sebergham.' 

Scarcely had he explained at the Abbey 
what he wished to have done relative to the 
unfortunate Edmund, ei^ suddenly recol- 
lecting the letter in his bosom, and which, 
in preparing the body for interment, could 
not fail, he was aware, of being discover- 
ed. 
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ed> he resolved on returning directly to 
the Castle, for the purpose of possessing 
himself of it. 

Procuring the key from the seneschal, 
he softly admitted himself into the cham- 
ber^ and thus surprised Emmeline in the 
manner above related. 

'^ What do you here ?'' he demanded^ in 
a tone almost calculated to terrify. *' I 
should have thought/' searchingly regard** 
ing her^ '' that a sight of horror^ such as 
here meets the view, . would have been 
riiunned ratheir than sought by you ?" 

Emmeline was unable to reply; what 
could she say ? what motive assign for the 
visit ? and yet what might be^ the dread« 
fully-injurious inference drawn froih her 
silence P 

. Confused, agitated, alarmed, beyond, 
language to express, she remained with her 
eyes fixed on the ground, 

" You answer not,'* sgid the equally-agi- 
tated and alarmed Sebergham. '' What in- 
terest, beyond that of common humanity, 

could 
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could the lady Emmetinefeel in the fate of a 
cdminon stranger !^ StiU silent ? Have I not 
a just right to know ?" \vith increasing ve** 
hemence^ ^' SbodM you have a mystery^— 
a secret from htm to whom your hand is 
plighte4 ? I must — ^^I will be informed of 
the motive that brought you hither ; my 
repose — my hafppiness, depends upcm the 



communication/' 
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This violence is unbecoming/* said the 
'trembling Emmeline; '^ I oannot-^^I will 
not be detained ih this manner/' 

" Hope not to be released till yon have 
informed me/* exclaimed he^ in a tone that 
made her shudder^ and with a corresponds 
ing look. .' 

'^ Hark ! I hear approaching' stepis^*^ 
cried Emmeline^ with sudden joyfulness, 
and making another and still more sire* 
liuous effort to free berself. 

" Yes — the feet of those' who are com-* 
ing to remove the body/' he said> in a 
voice that seemed as if issuing from a se- 
pulchre. 

Wrought 
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Wrought. a]fli09C to. despeiatioti at this 
intimation, Bmmeline again strove to 
burst fifopft his grasp ; hM again foand her 
effort fbr Aii . purpose inefftctiial. '^ Re* 
3eaae. me-^release me/' in agony she al-^ 
most shrieked-^agoby at the idea that in 
another moment it would be beyond hti 
power to ascectaite what it Was so essenr 
tial to the. peace of her future days to 
know. ^* I have a reason^^a motive-*'^ she 
stopt^ panting, overcome by eagerness 
and agitation ; and the tiezf insfanfi thft 
door slowly unclosingi' a monk from Laun*- 
ceston, followed by some men with a wind- 
^ng-xsheet for the body» entered^ / 

*' D^hj not its removal/' said< Seberg-* 
haul; glancing at his victim^^ - . 

Emmelitie stampt in agony ; she would 
have counteiimanded this order; bot sud*» 
denly itraisitti|^ her in bis arrns^ he stifled 
her voice iri his bosodi> and thua^ prevent^ 
td all opposition to it, . 

She could no longer cope with her feeU 
sngs; as sho heard the body borne away^ 

h0» 
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her senses receded. -On recovering frbm 
the deathlike ' trance mto which she had 
sunk, she found herself on a chair^ sup-' 
ported by lord Sebergham* KheeKhg be4 
fore her, the mameht he saw she was i^ a 
condition to notice him — '^ Oh forgive^^ 
forgive/' in accents the most submissive 
he exclaimed, and with a counfenance 
equally deprecating— <-a countenance again 
replete with softness the most insidiooa— -» 
*^ Oh forgive the violence to which, qOnsi- 
deration for your feelings impelled me; 
but, aware of the dreadful shock they must 
have sustained from the contemplation, of 
the mournful spectacle you came to view> 
I x^ould not forbear opposing you.** .^ 

Emmeline looked earnestly at him Sot a 
moment, then clasping bet hands, and 4jp-* 
lifting her eyes, " Oh Thou,'- die cried, her 
bosom heaving with coitVuisive sobs, and 
tears in torrents g\xd:Ar^(r6fk her, '^ Thod 
only, who knowest tHe secrets of the hearty 
who can alone truly distinguish between 
truth and falsehood^ do thoudkect^me 
wha^ to think !*! 

Again 
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Again the colour varied on the cheek of 
lord Sebergham^ and again hb heart felt 
a shock that aflfected every nerve;' but 
quickly recollecting himself, clearly per- 
ceiving that without an immediate appear- 
ance of composure on his' part, there was 
a probability of the suspicion, which, with 
alarm,, he saw she had conceived^ being 
strengtheiied, he forced himself to assume 
one of the kind, aided in the efibrt by'. 
^ Ihe consideration that from the prompti- 
tude of the measures be had pursued, there 
was now no means pf heir ascertaining any 
thing to his injury. 

" If the lady Emmeline thinks aught td 
my prejudice, surely, surely she should 
have generosity to avow it," with calm« 
ness he said ; *^ since, to condemn, with- 
out affording an opportunity for vindi- 
cation, is ever to be liable to the com« 
mittal of injustice/' 

Emmeline started, and' again looked 
stedfastly at him ; his altered look and ifian<> 
net astonished her. Cduld it be that 

he 



90 TRECOnjICK BOW£K. 

he merited the suapkion that hod p^er^ 
vaded her mindi and yet so suddenly weat 
such ati appeanance of composure ? No~» 
it. could not be; — it was not possibk; yet 
if not, whence bis recent violence— -Ibe 
confusion hehad betrayed i but had be not 
accounted — even plausibly accounted,. fo9 
all this f True ; but still to have had the 
satisfaction he prevented her obtaining^ 
would have been mare eifectuah she felt, 
than any argument for the restoratton Ct 
her peace* - # 

Undecided ^hat to think, ttow led to be# 
lieve she had ci^elly wronged lord Seberg* 
bami now relapsing into dpubt, the in- 
creasing distraction .of her mind rendered 
her unable to attend to ham^ till compelled 
to do so .by the- keenness of hh; reproaches. 

Ac! ashe might, yet suddenly persuading 
htmself/that she could not positively accus^ 
him of any things he again began to be ir-* 
ritated^therlBohduct^ from the coldness it 
argued. 

Startled by: his renewed vehemence, 

♦ - lady 
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I 

l^dy Empieline saw sh^must quickly come 
to a decision with regard to him. 

Her feelipgs prompte4 her to enter into 
a fuU explanatipn of all $he had thought; 
but when 'She : .reflected on the^ conse* 
queoces that might ensuie from ^pcb a pro** 
cedure, the disclosure /it would probably 
occasion, to her father^ : she shrunk from 
the thought> preferring any risk of her own 
happinejis to letting bis be ; embittered \xf 
knowing she had ever acted with dissima* 
lation or levityw 

Th^ apologies she forced hers^f to make 
lord Sebergham, for the purpose ofappeaa- 
ing the resentment he betrayed^ had the 
effect of inducing him to believe that what- 
ever were her secret sentimeols of him^ 
they had occasioned no alteration with re« 
gar4 to ^ei; intentions. 

But the. prospect of yet possessing Iier 
mo longer elervated him to extacy ; the 
alarming sifspicion she had betrayed had 
excited a kind of gloomy^ distrustful sen<> 

» \ satioui 
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cation^ that damped the raptures of aiitici*^ 
pation. 

' Had it been possible^ however^ for hatred 
to have been excited by the hints that escaped 
her^ still would he have insisted on the jjer- 
formance of her promise, as the most ef« 
fectual measure he could take for secnriDGf 
the silence essential to his honour. 

But ohj how was he agonized by the de- 
grading light in which the 'idea of acting; 
in such a manner made him appear !-— how 
to think that all hope of the endearing 
happiness attendant oh the unidn of con-- 
fiding hearts was over ! ' 

* To what untoward, what unfortunate 
drcumstance was owing the fatal iiitima-. 
tion which lady Emmeline appeared td 
have received of bis conduct^ he could not 
possibly conjecture ; but havipg received 
it/ nothing, nothings he was firmly con- 
vinced, could have induced her to thinlcof 
fulfilling her engagement to him, but ^ 
dread of the discovery that migbt result 

from 
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Trom the resentoiefit lleoli^4tl^g it would 
occasion. ; . > 

Clearly he saw that to have betrayed to 
the knowjedge of her* f^the^r the one she 
had previomsly, entered into^. was amongst 
Ij^e things she .most, dreaded^ and conse* 
guently that there >yasno sacrifice of tran* 
quillity she J would not make^ for the pur- 
pose of pr^v|entmg ft. . 

To dreads to apprehension, then, hq 

${iouId'Owe her hand ; CQld and abhorring 

she would. come to his arms; she, the bridf 

for whose possession he had sacrificed sq 

much — his soul's repose---the ennobling 

consciousness of integrity. ^ Oh> miserr 

able !" he groaned internally ; " for a bliss 

that now mocks me as unreal, have I doom* 

ed myself to endlesjs remorse, to lasting 
anguish J" / 

The violence of his emotions, the fatigue, 
both of body and mind, he had recently 
undergone, occasioned an: exhaustion that 
made him gladly return to the Abbey ; but 
the xepose he sought^ the repose he re- 
quired. 
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quired, wasc iertiied hiAi. The terrific iina* 
ges that haunted his fancy, the dreadftil re* 
flections thiat agonized his mind, rendefed 
him unable to obtain it ' ♦ 

Conttnna^ly was he starting Irohitts jiil- . 
low, damped alike by thfe dew of terror 
and the tears of anguish, under the idea of 
Seeing the pale, accusing ^pirtt orEflraiintf ' 
flitting past him — ^-the lAei bt hearing 
Ugaiix his expiring groan. — ♦ ' * ^ 

At times he tried to fancy bimself WritV 
ifig under the infliienci/of a dreadful 
dream ;= but oh ( tod many were the cir- 
cumstances of tiorrorimpressed* upon his 
fnitid^ to allow hi m for an instant to yield 
io so consolatory a belief. Np, he stood, 
tielf-confessed, a mirrderer, the shedder of 
the blood of innocence — of the adopted 
son of his father — of the fond and gentle 
friend x>f his eariier years ; and the worlds 
be felt, could make him no recompence 
for What he had entailed upon himself by 
the deed, 

-'^ Oh tli^t it couid be recalled r lie 

cried 
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cried a thousand tiin^^ as in agonjTf im- 
pelling almost to madness, he^ paced the . 
chamber. '^ Oh that I could throw off 
this dreadful eonsciousness that with lea* 
den weight presses oi) my heart ! but im- 
possible ; for ever must it weigh upon it, 
dooming it to coldness, distrust, and 
•wretchedness. Ah, how different woqld 
have been my feelingii now — how joyous 
— how animating, had I adhered to my re« • 
solves, ^hen first inclined to deviate^from 
rectitude f ' , * . 

Again what had occurred in his first 
journey to Cornwall recurred to his recollec- 
tion ; he wept, he shuddered. No longer, 
froih what had happened; could He consider 
, it as the vision <lf a disturbed imagination, 
but as the real^ warning of a presiding be- 
ing. *' Unavailing warning !" ke exclaim- 
ed. ^ Oh, aggravation of misery, i6 thipfc 
the spirit of my father was in vain troubled 
on my ac^count ! And am I indeed the de* 
stroyer of his loved Edmund P-r-of him 
whom so tenderly, so solemnly, he recom- 

^ mended 
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mended to^^fny care ? Like a beautebus 
flower, untimely nipped by desolating 
winds^ does he lie blighted through my 
means! And shall I 'continue to enjoy 
the chearful influence of thai iSun^ from 
whose blessed lisht I have been the means 
of so soon banishing him ? — to walk the sur- 
face of the earth, yet know that through 
tne he is mouldef jng within it ? Oh Gpd ! 
will not the thougl^it occasion madness ?'' 

But with returnin^g day came a calmer 
way of thinking; by acts of piety and be- 
nevolence — by the endowment of houses 
for ihe devout and the distrest — by stated 
periods of penance, he hoped and trusted ' 
to make atonement for the deed he had 
cotnmitted, and entitle himself again to 
some experience of happiness. 

But the soothing hopes he again suffer* 
ed himself to yield to were speedily damp* 
ed by a dread of disappointment. He 
feared if EtHn^elihe was allowed to rumir 
nate long on the terrible surmises she had 
given him such agitating reason to believe 

she 
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is!ie entertained^ her ultimate cTecision 
might yet prove adverse to his wishes. 

Under this apprehension^ he resolved to 
fake an early opportunity of pressing for 
their ci^mpletion^ even though the return 
of the baron should be delayed. There 
certainly was something of presumption in 
the resolve, but he fancied he had argu- 
ments in store that would excuse arid jus- 
tify it. 

But not presently could he seek for this ; 
the dreadful conflicts he had undergone 
had given a shock to his nerves, a debility 
to his frame, that rendered him unable to 
pay the visit he in;ten^ed at the Castle, the 
i3ay after the ii^terroent of his victim. , 

The excuse he deemed requisite for not 
appearing there had the effect of renew- 
ing the dreadful incertitude of Emmeline. 
To be so suddenly, so strangely aflfected, 
she could not think of it without feeling 
revived ^M the tormenting doubts of the 
preceding day, doubts that again plungedl 
her in horror; fbr what but horwr could 

VOL. ir. T attend 
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attend the idea of^yet, perhaps, joining her 
hand io one stained with human bl0f»^d« 
that, too, oftheobject of her still tendef^st 
regard? 

Yet notwithstanding, she could not bring 
'herself to solemnly decide against the fulfil- 
ment of her engagement to him, so appre* 
hensivewas she of the consequences that 
.night result from breaking it. 

But with such a misgiving as had seized 

"her mind, thefe was something so like a. 

connivance in guilt-in the idea of 'adhering 

to it, as rendered still more distracting her 

feelings. 

What, in consequence of this idea, her 
sensations were, when in the ne^t inter- 
view she found herself compelled not 
merely to become his,, but to become so 
immediately, may-easier be. conceived than 
described ; but persuaded it was absolutely 
essential to his safety to . secure her hand>. 
lord Sebergham could not be prevented; 
demanding (the ratification of bis right to 
it being no longer delayed. 

For 



For such a demand, he. made the uncer- 
tainty -of the baron's retttrn, and the doubts 
of her regard, suggested by the anxiety she 
had already manifested for the delay of 
their nuptials, the pretext^ plainly intiniat< 
ing that nothing but her acquiescence to his 
wishes could remove those di ubts, or pr^ 
vent his seeking her father for the purpose 
of revealing them. 

This wa3 a threat that made Emmeline 
ahrink -with dismay,' 'cotivinced that a hint 
of the kind to the baron could not fail of 
occasioning interrogations that could not 
be evaded ; atul that to know how she had 
unhappily suffered herself to be tempted 
to act, must for ever lessen her in his es« 
teem. 

The agony imparted by the thought 
was teo giieat tiot to render her solicitous 
to be relieved from it ; but not till she had 
eKhaU49t^ all the p6wers of rhetoric, till 
she had reason to believe lord Sebergham 
inexorable^ did she allow herself to ac- 
quie^ce in his proposal, the proposal of fear 

F 2 and 
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and desperation^ nor then,. till he had so^ 
lemnly promised never to let her cam- 
pliance with tt be known, nor in any man 
nep enforce his. right to her regard till 
their nuptials, were publicly solemnized. 

These preliminaries, being settled, she 
agreed to meet him at the close of the 
ensuing day in the chapel of the Castle, 
for the purpose of. interchanging their 
vows. 

His transports at this concession, this 
almost unexpected acqaiescence in the 
proposition suggested by apprehension^ 
w^ere too great fordesoription : in theses the 
unhappy Bmmeline could but little parti- 
cipate ; the task of dissembling was too 
painful not to induce her to wish for hia 
speedy departure, yet when at length he 
did retire, trifling was the relief affpiKl^d 
by his. absence, so. agonizing were tbe.^e** 
flections, excited by the altern^iv-ej: fo 
which she found herself reduced. 



••• » 
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CHAP, V. 



■^' My heart sinks in me^ 



And every slackened fii>re drops its hoid^ 
• . ) . • 

like' nature letting down the springs of iilW 

As the hour of appointment €Fre\f nigh, the 
agitation of £mmeline increased. Nov she 
paced Mr apartment with unequal steps-— 
«0w threw herself, panting.and tremblmg^ 
on a ohato tier cheek every moarent vary** 
ing. 

At length the dreaded moment came^ 
and;'thouf;b nearly fainting beneath her 
feelin^s^ she qultt^ her chamber. 

Impatient for her approach^ the earl stood 
eagerly watching for her, at the half-open- 
ed door communicating with the Inierior 
tof the Castle. The instant he beheld hef, 

f3 he 
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he sprung forward, and seizing her hand, 
raised it to his lips; it trembled in his grasp, 
but she allowed him to retain.it; without 
his support, indeed, she could scarcely have 
reached the altar, so violent were her emo- 

# 

tions. 

A friaf from a monastery at some dis- 
tance had been procured to perform the 
ceremony, which immediately commenced ; 
but the rapture that such a moment might 
once have imparted to the heart of Seberg* 
ham was now unfelt. The sudden consider 
xation of what Emmejine was. likely to s^F^ 
fer from the. step she was taking, should she 
ever discover what had rfealiy hap^^ndd-^ 
of the conduct he had been led Id pursue 
for the attainment of her hand — of the mo«- 

4 

five that had instated him to seek it thus 
in secret, operated toa powerfully -on his 
mind to render him capable of the slightest 
sensation of joy at the instant. 

The silence and gloom of the hour, the 
kind of mysterious obscurity in which every 
object was beginning to be involved, had 

: the 
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Ae effect of rendering still more oppres- 
sive his feeHngs, from the kind of indica- 
tion they seemed to give of his wish for se* 
crecy in the present instance, or rather the* 
fearful motives that made himdesirous of it. 

But in this state he did not long remain: 
to be assured she was his, their interests ir- 
revocably blended, and consequently all 
farther apprehension of injury through her 
means idle^ yet remain unmoved^ was not 
possible. 

Yielding to the reviving ardour of his 
feelings/he attempted to clasp her to his 
1)osom at the conclosion of the ceremony^ 
but resisting the effort^ and eluding his em* 
brace^ she tottered to a small adjoining 
chalnber. , 

Dismissing the friar, and 'confidential do* 
mestic who had witnessed the ceremony, 
he hastily followed^ and again' ^atiempfing 
to fold her in his arms, was again repulsed. 

Irritatedj alarmed, forgetful of his solemn 
promise to leave her unmolested till their 
marriage was publicly celebrated^ he was 

p 4 on 
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on th^ point of indignantly expostulatirtg^ 
ivith her on ber conduct^ when hastily 
approaching s^eps made him siuldenly 
pause^and occasioned her to involuntarily 
hurry from^ the apartment to prevent Uir 
trusion. 

At a little distance from it she encoun* 
tered one of the pages of the Castle, who^ 
the instant be beheld her»'informe4 her be 
Jhad beeuBeekmg her every where, for the 
purpose of inquiring whether lord Seberg- 
iiamwasnot then with her? '^a stranger^ 
on business that admitted not of delay^'^ 
* lie said, '' having been diriected tjhither 

m 

irom the Abbey after him/' 

Emmeline^ for^ momoiit, Iiesi4aled taf<e^ 
ply in the affirmative, lest the evjdeM «&- 
xrecy of his prrenent visit should occasiot) 
,ik&pleasant conjectures. XJiiwilUng, bow* 
ever, M uttf^r a falsehood, or disappoint 
.the person ^who so anxiously sought hin^ 
Hhe was then led to do sp; and having 
pointed to the apartment wl^eiie he was 4^ 
he foundj i(jitirned into another. . 

-. ' ' But 



Bur scarcely bad she shut herself withiA 
this, in order to give a loose to the feeling* 
fimt swelled her. heart almost to Inifsriivg* 
to indulge, without restraiqt, the v^ld an- 
guish that pervaded it, at the idea of what 
ahe had done> ere a vrolent tumitlt in the 
adjoining passage caused her to start from 
the seat on vrhkh she Jiad thrown herself^ 
and hastily unbolt the door* 

Tremblingly advancing from it; she be* 
*held lord Sebergham struggling to free 
bimse}f from the gi^asp of an athletic stjan*- 
ger. Confused, ajarmed, involuntarily and 
ialteringly Emmeline demanded the mean^ 
ing of n^at she saw ? Starting at the sound 
of her voice, the guilty Seberj^ham hastily 
turned, and after surveying her for a itio* 
ment .with a haggard expresaion of caon^ 
tenaiice^ with a sudden effort ofdespera*^ 
tion burst from the person who heMhimt 
and rushing down the vaulted- passage iin^ 
mediately leading to the chapel,., disap^ 
peared within it. 

Thij' stranger followed, but was prevent^ 

r^ ed 
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eii, continuing the pui^ait> by. hi«-|ndbility 
to op€A the folding dpor^ through which;tlie 
alarmed Sebergham had effected bis escape. 
Aeturning to the dreadfully-agirated Em* 
jncHne— '^ I am sorry, lady/' he said, ^^^ to 
cause you this alarfn ; but for any shock 
your feelings may receive through my 
nieans, I trust^he misery I may have to con* 
gratulate myself oh saving you from mil 
be a recompence; but allow me to support 
you to a seat, for you look faint." ' 

:^int ! oh Heavens! how inadequate 
would any language have been^ to express 
what she felt at the moment ! the shudder- 
ing hofror that gave to her countenance a 
ghastly hue, at the idea of what he had to 
teHi ' 1 • 

S^otne'nlinutes elapsed ere- shfe was able 
to raise herself from the arm, which, in ap- 
prehension of her falling, he had eagerly 
extended for her support; then a^'little re- 
covering — " Explain yourself, I conjure 
you !" she cried; as she proceeded with hini 
to the apartment she had just quittetl, and 
^'*. *'» where 
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xvbere a solitary lamp shed a pale, melan-r 
chol.y Jigiitj jmt sufficient to permit objects 
to be discerned. 

Sir Roland (for it was him), the anxious 
friend of the Unfortunate Edmund, had no 
hesitation in obeying her; seating hioiself 
beside her, he proceeded briefly to relata 
:iwho he was^ and the manner in which that 
hapless yout hand he had become acquaint- 
ed. 

Havingrecountedall that had happened in 
France, and. previous to their separation in 
London, he^ thus continued — '' At length 
ascertaining that lord Pendennis was at one 
of his seats in Cornwall, without any im- 
mediate intention of returning to the ca* 
pital, as in the first instance I had been gi* 
veil to understand was the case, anxious to 
know, how far I might depend on him, and 
to rejoin Edmund, I determined, in conse- 
quence, on a journey hither. 

'' Reaching his residence, I had no diffi- 
culty, on announcing my name, in ob- 
taining admission to him, and met with ^ 

f6 reception 
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reception that fully justified eveiy expec«- 
tation the Temembrance of his former 
friendship had excited. 

^' But alas ! how transtent was the hap* 
piness this in^ired> when, on proceeding to 
the place where I expected either to have 
'met with EdmHiid, or heard some satisfac* 
tCMTy tidings of htm, I w^s disappointed of 
bodi! 

'* At first, the people of the cottage de- 
nied that he bad ever been their inmate ; 
but on my persisting in asserting a contrary 
iconviction, they at last acknowledged, but 
with evident reluctance, that he had been 
there for a few days, but positively affirm- 
ed they knew nothing of him from the time 
of his quitting them. 

*^ The alarm excited.by their manner led 
to other inquiries amongst the neighbour* 
lag cottages, the result of which was inr 
creased agitation, in consequence of learn'* 
ing, that about the time he was said to have 
left them^ an unknown youth was found 
murdered in this domain ! 

:f' Trembling 



r 

'' Trembling with presageful fears, I re- 
ceived a directioB to tbe spot, and closely 
^xamioii^ ajnuit it, discovered a dagger, 
crusted ,ove)r fwith blood, beneath a luft oT 
j;rass. . . - 

'' The richness of tbe bilt anootmcing it 
.to have belonged to no vulgar person, too 
etrongJy confirmed the suspicion that had 
previously pervaded my mind^ not to in- 
duce me to determine on seeking lord Se» 
bergham immediately; 

'' Accordingly I lost no time in bending 
my steps to the Abbey of Launceston, where 
I succeeded in learning tie had, for the pre^ 
sent, taken up bis abode. . 

Reaching it, I was disappointed of see* 
ing him directly, but informed I should 
probably find him here» and hither, there^ 
fore, straightway hastened ; but was again 
led to believe I should not obtain an imme- 
diate interview, from not being ablc^ to as- 
certain at once whether or not he was really 
here. , 

''At )en|;th informed he was, I was con- 
ducted 
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ducted to him, Th« alterid'ant who shewed 
the way retiring on poinHng out the apart- 
ment where he was, thecc 'wasiK^fhing to 
restrain my feelings. Unable, from thfc 
emotions I experienced at seeing him, to 
maintain any mastery ovdr itiyself, I darted 
to him, and producing the dagger, demand- 
ed, as Isdzed his arm, whether he* ^new it? 

'5 He started as it gleamed in his sight, 
and struggled to free himself from my grasp j 
but forcibly retaining it, I vowed never to 
lose sight of him till I had consigned him 
to the punishment he merited. He has, 
notwithstanding, however, contrived to es* 
cape, but it is only for a time; the ven- 
geance I thirst for will render me too inde- 
fatigable to permit him to do so effectu- 
ally; his flight is a proof of his guilt that 
places it beyond a doubt, and consequently 
will not permit me to have any hesitation 
in openly accusing him/* 

Emmeline wrung her hands despairingly 
— ^^ Oh God ! my God ! what will become 
of me }" she exclaimed in tones of a^ony ; 

her 
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hier bead suiik batk/nnl,' f6r a few minutes, 

A 

life appeared to have forsakeir her frame. 

iRevrving, she found sir Roland busied 
in chafing "her tem^iles. Raising her lam 
guid eyes to hvs — ** Murdered l-^murder-"^ 
ed y^ she. faintly cried, as if she had still 
been listening to him^ '' oh> merciful, 
powers! and by lord SebergKam !" 

*^That you should feel horror at the 
thought, I marvel not/' said sir Roland— « 
*' horror at the idea of your narrow escape 
from an union with a wretch guilty of mur- 
der, whom it were almost impious to doubt 
an ignominious fate awaiting, and whose 
alliance of course must have ientailed lasting 
shame and wretchedness upon you/' 

Emmeline groaned, and again wrung her 
hands; with difficulty could she prevent 
herself shrieking aloud — withdiflBculty giv- 
ing utterance to the wild anguish, the 'ter- 
rible despair of her souK 

Earnestly, wistfully, she looked at sir 
Roland ; for a moment she meditated re-* 
vealing to him the dreadful predicament 

in 
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in which rf»e had placed herself^ and at his 
feet imploring mercy. 

But her very soul shrunk from the 
thought ; and could she bring herself to 
make the dreaded confes^nj was there any 
great probability of its proTing of avail P^-» 
oh no; she could not flatter herself there 
was— ^could not be induced to believe that 
consideration for her feelings would lead 
sir Roland to forego his jtist resentment 
for the murder of his adopted son. 

But though she could not force herseff 
to make an effort for dissuading him from- 
bis pursuit of the guilty Seb^gfaam^ not 
caknly could she think of the consequent* 
ces that might result from it. 

The wildness of her looks^ the varying 
hue of her cheek, alarmed sir Roland in a 
manner that made him exejt himself to 
sooth her ; but the arguments he bad re* 
course to for f he purpose were of a nature 
rather to heighten than allay her emotions; 
and at length overpowered by the agony 
they inflicted^ she again, £ainted away. 

He 
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He now called for aasistaiK^e, and onfy*' 
. waited to depart till he saw her recover^ 
oonvinced she was in a state that would not 
admit of a further conference then ; and 
anxious, besides, to lose no further time in 
taking measures for the apprehension of 
lord Sebergham, lest a longer delay should 
enable bini to elude his veng<eaace. 

From the wild fears it was calculated to 
suggest Emmelin^e would probably have 
made an effort to appose his departure, 
but for a dread of exciting tutpioions by 
doing to. The more she reflected on the 
]if$ht in'wfaich :he vegarded lordSeberghamj 
4be more did 'tdte ehnak from 4be idea of 
letting him sitpfiose ahe was snteresled in 
.bis fale» 

Unable to endure observation, .to co»t 

• * ^ ' 

troLhera^oAiieing f&elings, she repaired ti» 
her cbambei^libe moment he /was gone; 
and aliutlmg Jyevsieif' in^ with, n command 
to het Wondering attendants not to ap- 
proach tillsiimmoned, threw herself on her 
kneesi, tq suppUcate Heaven^s forgiveness 

for 



^ 1 14 TRECOTBfrClC BOWSft, 

for the crimes, the misery, she coal J -not 
avoid acdiising herself of havings in some 
degree, been the occasion of. *' But oh^! 
can I ever forgive myself !^\ in agony she 
cried, " ever forgive myself the reflectfon 
of having practised* dissimulation and' de- 
ception — of haviRg^Buffered an unwarrant- 
able pride to seduce me from the path^ of 
integrify and truth ! — Edraurid, dear unfor- 
tunate ! how art thou already avenged for 
my pefftdy to thee! shrinking from thy 
aHiance beeause I thought it might dbcnii 
me to obscurity, I- have wedded. myself 't9 
disgraee^ ^Ab I what would be my extsrcy 
to havethe power of exchanging .the onls 
for the other, and thus avpkling the humili- 
ation that now threatens me ! Yeloh 1 for 
the sake of hun who gave me beiiig^ may I 
escape it ! on hi^ aceoimt I must pray — I 
must hope, that thy cruel >desttK>yer may 
succeed in eluding earihly vengeance;" 

But though he should^ though the.pu« 
nishment he merited might^ be- averted 
from him^ still she feh that tfie reflection 

of 



^RBCOTHICK BOWKR. IT5 

-of bfeing connected with a beiitg descrvrng 
of it must doom her to lasting wretched- 
ness. 

The constant t€mror too in which she 
should be in of this fatal' cforlnexion being 
disclosed > smd thus all she had wished coti-' 
xeakd^ all she had sacriOced^ her peace, her 
•every hope of happiness, for the purpose 
^f keeping from the knowledge of her fa* 
ther, revealed to him, could not fail, she 
.was aware, of keeping her in* a state of 
tnisery. 

Whichever way she looked, she beheld 
luiihing but images of hfOVi^A' ; her brain 
alhfiost turned'^ at the co^iieniplation ; and 
but Ibr' her ^widowed' parent, she would 
havb been almost tempted to supplicate a 
quick release from the anguish she endured. 

Starting at every sound, trembling with 
apprehension of every moment hearing 
the tidings she dreaded, the night was passed 
in dismay and watchfulness; * 

Fainting with languor, she quitted her 
chamber in the momfngras soon as the un* 

barring 
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barring of the Castle gates permitted her to 
go abroad; but she was too heavily op- 
prest to allow the balmy air to have a re- 
viving effect upon her. Tte sofig*of the 
soaring lark, thedheerPul sounds.th^mfttik 
the rise of day, and. which wc^e w^oAi.ito 
•communicate such jdyoussens^t'i^ns to her 
'heart, were now unheeded. Pale AnA 4ift- 
consoUte» she moved almost mechanic^alljr 
along, till coming to a seqtieslet^ ii^ot> 
fihe threw herself on the twff, attd iti.teai^^ 
wrut:<; from her by agonyi gave way to her 
feelings* 

Suddenly an. approaching step made bet 
look up, and the. beheld the frtar who 
had performed the marricige'cerelnfml^y Ifae 
preceding eveniiig, coin^ing tt>w^d$ 'her« 
Starti-nir from the ground, she would have 
hastened to meet hitn^ ^ul was prevented 
by the trf pidatien shie was throwixiuto at 
the idea of the motive' to; which jbEifi:visU 
might be owing, .> , : 

Pefcejving her agitation^ fee quickened 
his pace^ and io a soothing vQioei^ on reach- 

ing 
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itig lier^ desired her to compose herself, for 
all might yet be well, " That your suffer- 
iBgs should be what your haggard cheek 
prpdairas. them^ I cannot wonder, my 
daughter/' he cried; " but when linform 
you that he for whom your fears must have 
been so greatly excited is out of the reach 
of danger, I trust they will be alleviated. 
The earl/* in a Ipwer tone he added, " over- 
took me in my way back to my monastery; 
he confessed all to me ; 'and through my as- 
sistance, with the confidential attendant 
who witnessed your marriage, was enabled 
to effect his escape to France : you. see, 
therefore, there is no reason for the wild 
tenror your looks express/' 

In a transport of grateful joy, Emmeline 
fell On her knees at this intimation. *' What^ 
ener other misery betides me then,'' she 
exclaimed, '' at least I may indulge a hope 
of being saved the excruciating one ot 
thinking the indigoafion o£my father likely 
to be roused through mny means/' . 

\[ Doubtless^" returned the monk ; 

"ther^ 
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" there is now little danger of any ign^- 
minions fate befalling the earl, orof course 
the baron having feason to reproach you 
for bringing disgrace on him ; Ibrd^Seber^^ - 
hwn is not without a sanguine hope of be- 
iag able, from his representation of the af- 
fair to the king, to obtain his forgiveness for 
it; should he be disappointed, howeVer;he 
cl^sired me to bid you hold yourself in rea* 
djness (6 join him abroad." 

Emmeline shrunk \£ith dismay at this in* 
timation;. she had tried ^o hope, .that if 
destined to continue a wanderer, an exile 
from his native country, he would not have 
the cruelty to. attempti makings her share * 
his fate. Fearful from it that tm imme-r 
diate disclosure of their union was medi* 
tated, she grasped th^ arm. of the friar ; . anU 
still kneeling on the dewy grass at his feet, 
besought him, in the most energetic man- 
. iier, not to reveal it for the present. 

Assisting her to rise, .he mildly assured 
her he had no such intention, the earl at^ 
the moment of parting having inforaied 

him. 
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bini^ that except prevented returnii^g to 
his native kingdom^ nothing should induce.^ 
him to violate the proqjisehe had given her, 
of keeping secret the ceremony that had 
already taken place. 

This was some little consolation to the. 
unhappy Emmeline ; but she had under- 
gone too much for her strength ; a sudden 
shivering seized her frame, and but for the 
support of the friar, she would have been 
unable to have returned to the Castle. 

Aburningfeverenaued;andfromthe' 
consternation excited by her danger, it was 
deemed expedient to dispatch a messenger 
to the barc^n, in Gloucestershire, where he^ 
then was, at the. house of ^ kinsman. 

Sir Ingelram, the name of this kinsman, 
was the son of a half-brother, and his next 
heir in default of issue. Early left his own. 
master, passions, naturally turbulent, had, 
in cojpsequence of his early freedom from 
control, led him into various ex<:esses, many 
of a degrading nature, and which so highly 
disgusted and incensed his uncle, as to in- 

duce 
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ducehim to drop all intercourse with him^ 
and which probably would never have been 
renewed, but for his interference, being- 
requested in a manner that would not per- ' 
mit him to refuse it, relative to a dispute 
in which he had embroiled himself with a . 
haughty Welch chieftain, whose lands lay 
contiguous tt) his in Gloucestershire^ and 
which threatened to lead to fearful conse- 
quences, if some amicable adjustment did 
not speedily take place. 

But to the consideration of what he owed 
his child every other gave way; No sooner 
ha^ he learnt her danger, than he ^et out 
foi' his Castle, nor suffered himself to 
pause, even for necessary refreshment, till 
he had reached it. 

Having heard of lord Seberghart's re- , 
turn to its vicinity, he was not a little sur- 
prised at finding him absent from it at such 
a time ; but the circumstance was soon ac- 
counted for, in a manner that prevented its 
any longer occasioning him such asensation. 
Scarcely had he alighted, ere sir Roland^ 

anxious 



smxious afatoiit.BiftOM&it^ arrtrod from lord 
F^tiidefiQt^ whither he hstd cslurned firom 
the Castle^;, atid Wing mnounoed to him^ 
fn explaontioR took pUce, that' allowed 
h\a\ no lonjgsr to wonder at what faid^ pre- 
viously appeared strange. 

In pnti|K>otton to the horror and iodig* 

nation be £dt at the atiDcity of lord S«- 

bergham^ was hia thankfulneat iod joy for 

.the ianaglned Q9ca^pe.of bis EjD^melinefroin 

.<hi miaery. uml ^grace ^f an aHiance 

Vtii him. 

Ttat tbe nareo Wnesa of tlit);shoiuld hav^ 
aflectfEtd ber in the oiannor he coactaded it 
had» he could not wonder; but if sparM 
to hs5 j^rayera, tiitar and soothing atten- 
tiopa wonldt hetnusted, gradually enable 
ber to ot'ercome theabock her gentle spi- 
rits had sustained. 

He united with sir Roland ip fervently 

hoping the guilty fugitive might yet meet 

"With the fate he merited; and deeply la- 

imanting the unhappy one of the unforfu- 

Bate Edmiind. Could any thing have af- 

TOL. a. Q forded^ 
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• forded him consolation during the dreadful 
period he was led to entertain fears for the 
life of Emmeline^ it would have been th^ 
conviction of her worth, afforded by the 
unjversaf grief and dismay iier danger ex- 
cited. 

At length he beheld a prospect of her 
-being restored to him ; but her recovery 
was slow, and long dubious. 

As the subsiding of, her delirium per- 
mitted her agaiA Co understand what was 
passing about her, how deeply was she af- 
fected by the grief and. solicitude of her 
father, his half^breathed ejaculations for 
her recovery !— how deeply to think-that the 
period might yet come, in which, in bitter- 
ness of soul, he Alight be led to deplore 
Heaven's appearing' to havei hearkened to 
him in this instance ! 

Though she shuddered to pronounce his 
name, yet so great was her anxiety to learn 
something of him, from the disclosure she 
dreaded, should he be discovered, that not 
long could she refrain from making an in- 
quiry 
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iquiry concerning the guilty Sebergham^ 
and had the consolation of hearing that as 
yet he had escaped pursuit. . ^ 

But transient was the ease this informa* 
tion imparted to her harrassed mind, so re- 
solutely bent did sir Roland, wjio, on her 
recovery^ became dn almost constant in- 
mate at the Castle, in consequence of the 
high esteem and partiality conceived for 
him by the baron, involuntarily avow him- 
self on avenging the fate of bis beloved Ed- 
mund. 



>. 
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•** This pomp of horror 



^s fit to feed the frenzy in my soul ; 

llere*s room for meditation, ev'n to madneMy 

Till the mind bursts -with thinking.'* , 

• I 

Impklleo by melancholy^ andthe cruel con- 
fiicts she was enduring/to shun society and 
observation^ when sufficiently recovered to 
inhale again abroad the breath of Heaven, 
the gloomiest and least frequented parts of 
the domain became the favourite haunts of 
Emmeline. 

The reign of summer was now over^ and 
In the quietude of the forsaken fields/ the 
<;baBging aspect of the woods^ the kind of 
languid stillness that^t times seemed to pre- 
ymi jo'er all/ there was something that at 

once 



TRKCOTHin: WfwaK ISfi 

» 

onrt soothed h^ feeVrngt, yet hefghtened: 
her melaihdtaly. 

LnUed inf oa kind >of nmuniAil tranquil 
Kty cire evening, a 4rani^rcn€ forgctfulncife 
of the fears ttofll torrtfiefifted'heTj ftnd vrhich> 
f^'e<jfQWlf^y reduced her to a Btdit t>f tetter 
tliat Yifiade hc^r sMrt at eveiy Muhd, and 
wildly hDit*y froAi the Cattle, <he altnosk^ 
nAdoiistfdutly sti^iyad Ij^eyond her wual 
IiKt)ts> nor fh<yiig4ftt^tinrmiigtrll the dtepM 
ening gloom of the shades remmded bev 
of the leiflifrti of rime the bad been lOut^ 
Accordmgly sheivM on the point of doing 
ab/whm tMtfitiftg to niK hertyesfraia 
iS^ gtouta; «n which they had hithert<k 
be»i <tejtt«edly tixed> she -catighf^ thronglir 
an openhipf in the treesy a glimpse of the 
buriaUplaee of the testwiibiel family ^>-a 
mined pfle^ ^nee of vast extent^ and wb«^se^ 
pbndetoiti^ aithMj and ftn:RiB>c}ad spir^, for 
many a lnile*'«hfe Itrn^ Watelter's guides « 
rtill pf ocfhi^d whaY, in its days of pt4«riiier 
magniffcence^ it hkd been. 

Bmmenne gaz^d intently at it, and fot'a 

o3 moment 
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moment hesitated ; then urged by an \m^ 
pulse she could not bring herself to resist, 
ahe began to ascend the grass-grown path 
that led to it, in many pkces scarcely pass^ 
able From the encroaching trees. 

The swelling column^ tuFted with weeds^ 
the Gothic, sweep of the nobjC' windows, 
the peaked roof, halF lost in air> and hstlF^ 
by straining. her sight, kept in view, ex- 
cited mingled ^passions — a sensation of ter* 
ror and delight. 

But yielding to the Former, she involun- 
tarily paused. on reaching the porch. The 
solemn gloom of the yews that shadawed^ 
it, the loneliness and dread silence of the 
pbce, suddenly JnatMred her; with feelings: 
that rendered her unwilling to advance. 

These, however, were but momentary ;, 
again she felt herself urged forward by a 
resistless impulse — th^t iiir^j>f gloomy me- 
lancholy which makes us voluntarily se^k 
objects of awe and terror. The door* no 
longer secured by fastenings, gave her ready 
admission ; for even here the sacrilegious 

hand 
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hand of violence had been busy ; buktas ir 
Mi back, after her pacing through, with a 
grating noise on its^rusty hinges^ that echo- 
ingrrhroiTgh thevaulted aisles, disturbed the 
sacred silence of this region of the dead^ 
she could not help agaior sboddering and 
pausing for an instant* . 

Then a little recovering herselT, she slow- 
ly advanced; arid lighlly tseading over 
many a grave, marked by sculptured stones, 
defaced and worn away in many places^ 
found herself at last before the stately mo- 
nument of the Lestwithiel family^ cover- 
ing the subterraneous chapel where their 
remains were deposited, and to which aiv 
iron dodrinthe front gave admi3ston. The^ 
image of Edmund ros6 to ber view at the 
moment ; she sighed, she wept, she called 
upon his wame-^" Ob, unhappy!*' ^he 
cried ; '' driven from his native land, doom- 
ed to witness thedownfal of his house-^de^ 
nied, even here, in the last receptacle of 
his race, a resting-place ! — and was. I, in 
some degree^ the cause of his cruel fate f ^ 

a.4» ,—- through^ 
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*-«tImiu^ me ^ere bis wifSerw^n, his »r- 
TOWB, aggravated' !-^oh, tny Coil ! h0!¥t lisl?-, 
ing vnU be my rcjAat^e at the tliought !" 

Jtmoldnitftriiy rile.«lsfik proBftralte befbpe 
the MMisb lof his .anoestoB^j apofiinophi^iRg- 
hk ii^psrted^piTit^.snd Mfjlaring him^ if 
permitted to* reyiev[ ^h nether 'SDenej to- 
hearJoen to/Rer ^npplicfftiiMiSi. ^rrfi iargixe 
the 'violotedl ^^w W i^hichlshe'liadto ac^ 

As ihe oftiitini]«d to gii« 'ufteeincfi 1^ 
the. angoWi of her Aeortim iatoemAti<iin^ 
for iris fate> :slle. mxidetily imagtned she 
heafda4ici^-di3a«rasigh^ :sbe started^ anil 
yfUh fiuicy aU oproined, gJanocd eagerijr 
aroimd her:; Ittil no Jhssig ffMrm met her 
Tieif. flereyeagait))«verl)ijigilot1)6loiBb^ 
it £efi apoti one of the <tohui»nftlal tigure^ . 
she bad not before iiotieed^ and which^ 
from tbe lUcenetsi&he xnatantl^r €i>ncei>red 
it biM^ to him she imfiovfA, direcltj 6x^i 
her regasv}. ' 

The nd giave of the west still resting 
tipoft a iliitdow ncarthe 6pot^ alk»vired her 

(e 
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to see it distinctly, and she continued to 
gaze, till, through the influence of a heated 
• imagination, or the effect produced by the 
wavering light that played' over the surface 
of the tomb, as the trees, beheld from it^ 
tossed their high branches to an4 fro^ she 
h^gan to fancy she saw it moving^ 

Hastily rising from her kneeling posture, 
she retreated^ a few paces, her sight still 
strained upon it, and a creeping horror 
t^iriliing through het veins. 

The b^t flitting by her on its Jeathem . 
wing at the moment, as through the broke!) 
.windows it gained admission to the place, 
the scredining of the solitary birds that 
lodged upon th^ rifted battlements, an^ 
the drowsy humming of the shard-worn ^ 
beetle in the woods> did not tend to lesseiv: 
this sensattOn* 

Involuntarily she made a movement to- 
wards the door, but had scarcely done so,^ 
when impelled to take another look^ slie; 
plainly perceived something advaacing 
from the tomb, and the next instant heard 

' 6 5 ajsound. 
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a Sout^d resembling that of marble feet 
upon tTie pavement. 

Unable any longer to control ber feel- 
ings, she shrieked and fell; guickly, how- 
ever, recovering her senses, she beheld, as 
fearfully she looked np, a pallid visage 
bending aver her; again she. uttered a<> 
exclamation of terror^ and wa9 relapsin'g 
into insensibility^ when the voice of sir Ro^ 
land prevented her. 

" Blessed saints ! is it you/* she criedv 
as she feebly extended her arms to receive;. 

bis assistance in risings " tha< I see here !^*" 

• 

• *' And you too!*^ said sir Holatid; "yet 
from what I feel in^self, I should not be 
surprised at meeting you in this place, for 
there is something soothing to grief in vi- 
siting a spotcohsecrated, in any particular 
manner, to the memory of the object that 
' excites it." 

Emmeline sighed, not without a faint 
blush passing over her cheek, from the con- 
sciousness that pervadied her tnind at the 
moment. 

' J' Tell 



^ , 



^Tell roe," she cried,, at once agitata 
and embarrasscdj. '* was it not you I beard 
thbi moment?" , . 

,**Mc\ no; at the instant you screamed^ 
I was in another part of the building, the 
passage leading to the subterraneous one; 
that communicates wkh the Castle of Lest* 
withiel/* 

Etmnetine started and crossed herself — 
"Merciful powers r* she exclaimed,, "bgi 
it.must have been fanqy l"^ 

'" What', you thought yoju heard some 
one, and to the terror occasioned by thq 
circumstance was oib^ing the state- 1 found 
you in?" 

Emmeline ^swered in. the affirmative — 
'' Bat I must have been mistaken/' she addr 
cd; " for see,, see/*^ painting ta.the tomb,, 
as anxmusly she rested her arm on hi& 
shoulder, " it still stands there ! " 
., "What?" demanded sii: Roland> uiac- 
cents indicative of eagecxuriosity. 

Emmeline reconducted herself^ and blush,- 
ed — " Qh, nothing/* she replied^ a5»bamed8 
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cf^t ireakttess shfe if^s now tvmfrted to 
atcusift hcwelf of; ** 'tis^ loo kite ji Amcy 
to reveal; but let us be gone^^night Hr' 
g^tliefiiTg ftst v'^imd as*-^»d besdes, 
th'ou^ yon May le«in m^ fiMttsbiy siqm*< 
stitH)i» fot th« ttMM»gbt>I ciMMthdp tMiit^ 
ing d l*dnget i^otilltiUMoe ii^ve a kii>d:of 
violation of the sacred silence of the.dsid/* 

*' 1 ))&Ve no o^j#«;tioft to 4epiMt," refih- 
ed)»Ir R«}a>nd ; "" on the M«ll«ry> t wdher 
wish to do so ; for t, t©o, buve s«e«i h«f^«-^ 
Jbtrt-^*' CTidcntly ch^tekitig tMdself, ** ift a^ 
^te t)f tilt krnd, of)t .ti^^otnttfebfts ltlll|l^* 
ed tb gi'v^ v^y td .stttinge fm^aile^ ; yet 
that the disembodifd spirit is sothetiltiet ' 
allowed to walk tbk «iMti^ «»^ :blv?t^ Mll^o^ 
fhy t^ believe/* w 

••ftndiSita?ycK^ef^o« yi«*(*tO'? ortWi-» 
th^er !>ave you Ifad amy tta^&n to induce y o*l 
to do so?" eafgctly ^derif^ttded Emiftdifwi, 

Sit Rolaird replied Trot; afjd wvolunta- 
rlly, from the fcarfiil eflfect liis silence hztk 
ou ^er, she grasped his atm, awd «trat»e(f 
ail eyextf «p|ni?hension tlitoir^ rireipnrky. 

obscurity 



' I 



ol^Bcarityoftibfi distant aiches, in sliudtkr- 
log Mpectatton of beholdiug some object, 
ef terror. 

At length ibey found thexnselvestvitliout 
tbe walls, but bad not advanced above a 
{^¥f y.afd% Mrben iBv^iluntarily ioofcing 
buck, they beiield tbe door* ivbicb they had 
careful]j)r closed^ half opening, a&d some- 
limg abadowy appearing at it. 

, ianmeluie shrieked^ and forcbig away her 
a«ia 4roni her <:einpanipii| on whom she was 
lfaning> darted into another j)ath; sir Ro^ 
land iuMtfy foUowedi but could not prevail? 
on her to drelvra^ though aware in this di« 
rection they should have to encounter 
gmafttr bbstboles. tfian in tite other ; and 
gi^adualJy led to believe tiiat to dOiiae snd- 
den gttsA of air wjas owing the openii^ of 
Ac door, and that what they had seen at 
it was;bnt>a glessm <of light from an oppo^ 
site window. . 

^il;£ter windiog down n tsomiderabie #e« 
*snt ihtnmgh &e tr ees^ tbe solemn aonnd 
of fsdling ^f^aMia met tiieir ear, and present* 
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ly after they beheld a b^autiFuI lake, fed by 
the cascade they heard^ spreading its limpict 
bosom to the sky. 

The banks rose wtld and precipitous on 
every side^ hung with streaming shrubsy 
and hollowed in many places into deep ca^ 
vitteSk '^ mess lined, and overhead witb 
flowering umbrage shadied/* 

Emmeline could n6t view the scene with^ 
out admiration, and which the beams of a 
rising moon distinctly, revealed-; yet in the 
deep gloom- and profound stHiness of the 
adjacent woods, was there something too> 
awful not rather to renew than dissipafe 
her recent sensations* 

Sir Roland, not less charmed with' it, in* 
voluntarily paused; as he stood at the edge 
of the water, a- shadow moving on its sur- 
face, at no great distance, caused him and 
his conlpanion to direct their eyes to the 
spotj and they beheld a human figure ap- 
patently sinking within^ it from their gaze* 
^ Emmeline crossed herself, and hurried 
from the spot; sir Roland followed; in et-» 

treme 
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fren^eagitatibn he caught the arm of Em me-* 
line — " You saw it too !" he cried ; " oh ? 
the same was the figure that flitted pa^t me 
in the ruin— the pallid features are those 
of Edmund^ and no longer can I doubt its 
being his spirit I have seen, appearing to rc- 
mindine of his unreveng6d fate, or rather 
' indirectly reproach me for allowing it to re- 
main so long unatoned for; but by the bless- 
ed saints I swear^ no longer will I suffer ven- 
geance to slumber ! to-morrow, in person, 
will I renew the inquiries which the spells of 
hospitality have too long occasioned me to 
remit, nor cease them till I have either suc- 
ceeded in bringing his. base assassin to jus- 
tice, or ascertaining that he is beyond the 
reach of any man can inflict ! — Never shaU 
leease^ accusing^ myself for having a mo- 
ment slackened in my pursuit ; but in the 
unexpected kindness of your hqble father 
there was something so soothing to my haj* 
rassed spirit«-^in your converse^ too, a gra- 
tification so great, feeling, as I saw you did^ 
/the fate of my Edmund^ that I knew not 

how 
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how to t€^ tBy&eif fr^oi the eiijof nient ^f 
either.': 

EmmeHne shuddered^ and ia eonyukive 
emotion sunk at his feef ; she ^i9f|>ed his 
arm, she looked upinbis face-^sbe would 
have spoken, but her lips refused &ying 
utterance to the dreadful truth. 

To acknowledge herself the wife of him^ 
he had branded with the n:ai)[ie of a^sassiiv 
and from her broken faith unwonby of the 
love of him he lamented^— unworthy of the, 
regard in which, as an object imagined de-- 
servedly deartohim, beheld hear, was more ^ 
than she t:ould forceherself to do.^ 

Mistaking the cau8& of her emotipn^.stir. 
Roland gently raised her — ^' Thal^ yoa< 
should feel horror^stf ucKC'- he criedrJii ac* 
cents indicative of the greatest tenderness^ . 
'' whenever^ the perfidious Sebtrgham\ h- 
t>rought to your recoUectipn, i camiot 
wonder^ ^o^reat must have beea your mhf 
sery, had not a timely discovery of his hmtf^ 
ness taken place — even J myself shudder ait*:^ 
the thoi^hl ^ your nars'ow escape from. 

him^. 



hhn, so lYiootaf a -stab* to the haf^pto^s cf 
your father am T convinced your unioa.' 
wHh Wtfi initsf have glvJwij frbm the guilt 
be has iftcnrred/' 

Emtnelnie clfusipi ikerbikndB -despairingly 
-*^*^'Oh! in mercy/' she wiUIy supplicat-- 
ed,. '' ditell ivat o^ 4he 'subject 1 to think 
thit my la^er tnty^-^-might, I mean/' she 
added, with quickness recoUectittg 'herselC. 
^ ha^b inciiin*^ 4iti$ery llH^ough my niean% 
is More than I 'Olin mth o^Jnsness endi^r^'' 

Th»t this shouhl be the Dase« &r Roland 
cmild not wofMler^ oaiiseqii^iitly he exjpc- 
rtenccsd }io ^^fprise at ihe agiiaiioni^e be^ 
Grayed; 

Within sigbtt>f Ihe Caatiei i^dnneliAe. 
again paused Q>r an }f)statit» to d^sire^ in 
a4dkiofi to what she had jvrevioiYsly re- 
qU^stedi tbat he might not mention to the 
baron wihere J>e bad met her that evenings 
h^'mg unwilling to let hioK imagiae her 
Stfth a prisy to mdat^cboJy, as i«usl be thfe 
case should h<i imrm neither^ (or the pre? 

sent. 
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sent, any thing on the subject of their re- 
cent alarm. 

Sir Roland readily promised vrhat «he» 
required ; and entering the'hall, they^ found 
the baron pensively musing over a book. 
He laid it aside at their en t«iiicej^m>t with-^ 
out some little surprise at seeing them to^ 
getherj having imagined his daughter in 
her chamber. 

' In this belief she would have allowed hi^^ 
to remain, by retiring to it the moment she 
re-entered" the Castle, but for a kind ot 
feeling that made her shrink with some- 
thing of dismay from the idea bf befng; 
alone, the superstitious dread that the in^ 
cident of the evening had awaketied. 

Making a slight indisposition the pre- 
text for having quitted it, i\o further suf- 
j^rise was expressed at her appeara'nce whh» 
sir Roland ; but the conversation that en*^- 
'sued was not of a nature to relieve herspV-^' ^ 
i^its, or dissipate the awful impression made 
upon her inind by recent circumstances. 

The 
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• The year was now sufficiently declined 
to often render, at the closie of day, the 
warmth of the blazing hearth again grate* 
AiL ^^ Fast approaches the season of so- 
cial coinfort>*' cried the baron« as he mo* 
tianed bis compaDions to, draw nearer to 
the fire, by which they saw him seated ; ''but 
> alas^! to whness a change that renderscheer- 
les5 to me the idea of its pleasures y 

He sighed, and a tear fell to the memor 
ry of her he- had lost ;, an answering sigh 
escaped the bosom of Emmelinej and, like 
him, her eyes overflowed. Alas I . she re- 
flected that the change he alluded to was 
npt the only one that had taken place in 
the domestic happiness 'of the Castle, that 
the hopes he still donbttessly im^gitied she 
cherished of felicity were for. ever lost, that 
erelong he might* indeed be doomed to 
solitude and despair, b^ having her toriv 
from his widowed arikis. 

Sir Roland looked tenderlvateach — ^'Ah \{ 
my friends," be cried, in a tbneofsympa* 
thy, ''who can hope or expect that the 

revolving 
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rcvolviftj^^eason^ win still fihd tMfh iff 'pbs^ 
si^sion of tin^tiferttrpted bappin^ai, ttt air 
ifwt w:is 04ic^ gfun^d to their wishes. Evef 
ry ihiffg in life tfc d^^tiried TO ctiftngfe, and- 
have m peri<>4— iio mote \6setk it; t^^vcf- 
foHowih i^hvt^ ifrc^ih fh^ir tiaiiVfe fiourirfe f a- 
the devo«rii>g fifraitt* The gfeeii fbllftge- 
that gives sweh beauty to o«r bow^i^^ er^ 
long strcwa lite lap of earth mth witberedt 
Iea\'«s; and eten tin¥e, tliat in Itt^prrogress^r 
like a r^pM srream^ sftill bettrsr aw«y ft^m^ 
ds if hat we 1^<!)^ toved &^d^iKed,llULf)«^^ 
sesontvard to be fest ih efetrfty." 

'* To the ge!>^rtil *06itt lis oui^ d^ty ften 

a4)d tilddoni td%Ubftiit;«ior6«^asi^iy ^^ti 

#fbr what ^^ l^ave }o«t, sdfWtMtig tftm^ii^s^; 

to^icroii«oi^ttlL fti tii^tl^ndi?rn^sti^tkavirtuea. 

of her'who hus be^ft spared yoa/' pJirii- 

» 

cularly ^dre«siftg the b^ron, '' Wh^t &r 
soOTCe tyf con^alatbn lAost you #ffd for her^ 
whom it hasbeen the Will «tf Heaven to Tt^ 
call from you!" ' 

^^ Gratefdliy I acknowledge tfie trutl^ of 
ibe n^marki" rehired the baroOj with a dc* 

' vout 
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"irovt HM^Uaaiian of his bead ; '' biit there 
as a specie^, of mournful regret- not inconr 
i^$teRt with resignation^ anii aucii I must 
v^ver cherish for her T have lost ; but my 
^hilcU"observing the failing tears of Emme- 
A'me, " how is it that I have touched on this 
distressing tifeme ? yet, in paying a tribute 
<o£ grief to the memory of those we have , 
loved, is there something soothing to the 
Jt^art. Oh, my Emmeli»e ! " fondly cla^p* 
ing her to his bosom, ''-in thy felicity 
<M I now alone £nd any ! all I now desire of 
Heaven is, to allow me to see thee happily 
settled ere T depart hence;'* 

iSmnieline shook with emotion. '' Alas ! 
^unhappy parent," she sighed to herself, as 

almost convulsively she grasped his hand 
inhersi, '* never, never can that fond wish 
be i)ow accomplished !" 3he starred up ; 
her agqn^y wasto« great for passive endu- ^ 
ranee ; an4 raiher than betray it, she pre- 
ferred encountering the solitude she had . 
j^st sbnvnk from, 

Stiut up in her chaniber, in prayer her 

troubled 
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troubled spirit sought to regain compo- 
sure; but her agitation was too great to 
allow of its being speedily subdued; and 
lhe superstitious dread that began again to 
/prevail over her, as her thoughts involun- 
tarily reverted to her visit to the ruin, was 
not by any means calculated to lessen it. 

Unable to think of repose, yet Equally 
to endure her present reflections, she sud* 
derily bethought her of obtaining the book 
which the baron had been reading that 
evening, and which she knew to be an old 
history of the early Crusades, intierspersed 
with curious anecdotes and legends, well 
calculated to engage and abstract the atten- 
tion. 

Aceorditigly, taking up her taper, she 
quitted her chamber, for the purpose of re- 
pairing to the ball wh^re they had been 
sitting, in quest of it. A profound silence 
reigned by this time within the Castle; the 
witching hour was come, and the monoto-^ 
nous vibrations of an old clock in one of 
the turrets above was the only sound she 

heard^ 
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lieard^ save now and then the hooting of 
the melancholy bird of night from the bat- 
tlements.' 

At length she reached the hall, and rea- 
dily finding the book^ had her curiosity so 
strongly excited by a passage at which she 
chunced to open it^ as to be induced to 
^raw a chair to a tabie^ and commence^ 
reading there. 

She had not long been engaged in this 

» * 

manner^ when she fancied she heard a move- 
'ment near her; she started and looked up« 
but nothing met her view; and after list- 
ening with suspended respiration for a few 
minutes^ without hearing a repetition of thie 
sounds she was tempted to imagine ii either 
an imaginary one» or elsie one of those un«- 
accountable noises that are sometimes 
heard in old buildings. 
' Notwithstanding, however^ she could not 
bring herself to resume her book; the re«- 
nloteness of- the hall from the occupied 
parts of the. Castle had occurred to her^ 
and from this cir uoostance^ she could not 

help 
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belp feeling a sensation of dismayat finding 
herself there, especially when she reflected 
ihat this was the hour in which the awfal vi- 
Sitationssheconld not avoid believrng» from ' 
what hadi recently happened^ sometimesaK 
lowed', were genenaliy supposed to take 
'place, and ** the mttrdererwbetghi* knife/' 

At either side were raaiged. coals of maH, 
.and behind one of these, as ahe ro^e to ra-r 
tire,* she caught a glimpse of an a1 hie tic, 
figure atealing. 

:But great as was her terror at the mo^ 
mieni, she had sufficietrt command over her- 
self to check the scream that was bursciiig 
from her lipsi. To let thie \iHaiti suapeot 
he waa discovered, for stioh it was impose 
fiible to avoid supposing the person she had 
aeen^ wmild be* she felt persuaded^ to lACitr 
immediate death. 

' Accoi^rngly^shs fatqed ^herself tvx loiter 
yet a little longee in the haJI, now, for the 
jMirpose of better deceiving, pretending to 
repeat something to herself, though ber 
lips quivered with fbuv now to carel^ly 
^ giance 
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glattce rountl her; but when at length she 
reached a door leading to another staircase 
than the one by *wKich she had just descend' 
cd;she cocild no longer cfommantl herself; 
darting forward, she ha^il)' secured it, and 
fled along the passage ; but at the end of 
which she involuntarily paused, fhere be- 
rng no' other way df gaining herapartment 
but by passing through the chamber whete 
the murdered Edmund had been laid. 

Her*very soul revolted from 4he idea of 
entering fhis, but h^r doiti^ so was una- 
voidable; and endeavouring, therefore, to 
cbllect Herself, or rafther accusing herseff 
of weakness Tor shrinking at 'the thought, 
she tremblfngly'unclosed^the door. A sud- 
den gust ofair, as she did so, obliging her 
td* pause, in order to prevent her lamp 
. bemg extinguished, her eyies fearfully wan- 
dered, and glancing over the taWe oil which 
the body had been laid, TeM upon a 
j)ate visage, slowly rising to *view above it. 
She shrieked and fainted. Recovering, 
ifhe (btmd hersel foresting on her bed, whh 

TOL. 11, « her 
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her womaB busied, about her; she. started 
up» and rubbing her eyes^ ''Have I not 
been dreaming?" she wildJy demanded. 

'' The holy saints, preserve us ! that*s 
more^ I am. sure> thav I can tell^'' answer* 
cd Maud ; " but if your ladyship wasn'^ I 
can tell who was/' 

'' First tell me/' impatienlly demanded^ 
Emmeliiie^ '' how I came here^^or y oa to 
my assistance?" 

" Why, the French knight called^ n>e. As 
I was about telling your ladyst^ip, I had 
been Itsti^ning to-night to some curious 
stories of Godfrey's about gjaats; and so 
my head being full of them \^ii.I went 
to bed, I began to dream that there were 
such terribly monsters again in thf worldj 
and ihat one of th^n> fell in love v^ith mcj 
and upon my refusing to have him, cam.e to 
storm the Castle ; and so strong was the 
belief upon my mind, thatrwhen at la$t tbQ 
knocks of sir Roland woke me^ I coul^not 
help thinking it wa& hini I still beard thun«> 
dering at the dpor; and from the fright I 

was 



vi^in at the theiielkt, felf u|iable to lAm^e 
forsoom. tjme-; yfben zt last I summoned 
<:Qiirage for ti» purpose^ he told me. his er- 
ratic!^ ^nd accordingly I hastened hither." 

^* Strange!" said Emmelinei musing, 
unable to assign any reason for bis caming^ 
to the apmimeiKt where he had foundben 

*f Aye^ stvaag^ indeed.!'' echoed Maud; 
^/ 'tis enough to puzzle one to think what 
be can be doing roaming about the Cas* 
ite at siicih an.hpur by himseif." 

" I must speak to him directly/^ said 
fimmelinei changingv 'i& consequeiTce of 
hearing he iMassStillt n^p, bei; first intention 
of alarming tberCaslle. 

" Qh'dem^ I hope not^ my? lady ; for the 
passages leading to his chamber are so dis- 
toal at this hour, that I should be quite 
scared to venture through them, more.cs- 
pecially as I know the Castle- has been 
troubled ever since that vpoor muidered 
youth was brought to> it, and will doubtless 
continuoso, till his death, has been ayeng* 

ed;'* . .^.r 

h2 ''Peace!" 
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'* Peace!" said Emmeline,: involdnfarily 
shuddering at the assertion ; '' I want yoo 
not to traverse them by yourself— but barki 
is there not a noise in the gallery }'' 

Maud retreating to the other side of the 
room^ answered in the affirmative. 

Envmeline .listened for another minute, 
and then ventured to open the door'; hut 
could not help starting back ^at. finding sir 
Roland close to it. 

*' 1 have alarmed you, I fear/' he cried ; 
*' but I come for the purpose of relieving 
your apprehensions, by assuring yt^u they 
are groundless, as, in the morning, when 
you hear the eircumstance to which they 
were owing, you'll be convinced." ' 

Emmeline was all amazement. — ^^ You 
know it then ?" she cried. 

Sir aioland nodded—*^ Perfectly," he 
repried-; "but I can no more at present — 
good-nighty and rely On it, . that whatever 
now appears mysterious and alarming shaH 
be fully explained oin the morrow." 
The wonder of Bmmdine was too 

strongly 
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sffbngly excited to permit her to be sa- 
tisfied with this promise; but he was gone 
m an instant/ and the indecorum of foU 
lowing him, to urge an immediate explana*- 
tion, was too obvious to allow her to at*- 
tempt it.. 

But repose wa« not to be thought of; 
and had she been inclined to it, the lo- 
quacity of Maud, whom the agitated state 
of her nerves would not permit her to dis« 
miss, would hav« effectually prevented its 
enjoymenf. At length the broken slurn^ 
bers of one were renewed^ and absolute 
fiitigue weighed down the eyelids of the 
other, giviiYg her a transient respite fropii 
hec sorrowsL 
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MaJiitg «9%kt 4iiiroi(9, «Qd<iis ft^ of .9«liw|, 
. With ^rbotjthtft b<y»yid^>itt|pK:faag^f^mr aools ? 

• . « ; . » .. . '^ . • " 

On retiring for the night to his chamber^ 
sir Roland was thrown into no little agi- 
tation by finding a folded paper on his 
table superscribed t6: him^ requiring him 
to return to the hall as soon as he had as- 
certained the Castle being at rest, for the 
purpose of learning something concerning 
the person he deplored. 
All anxiety, he impatiently waited until 

this 
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this was done^ from a hope diBt tiVe infor* 
marion he was pronlised might be a ^means 
of furnishing him with a tlvfe lb tta^6 t^he 
perfidioos Sebergbam. 

But though he could not possibly con- 
jecture who be vTB^ to Mceive ft (Von(i» be 
W2^ too thoroughly coiiTinced^ by vari- 
ous circumstances^ it was tv^iftotk Ebrnve* 
line/ Hot to Teel ^s gi-earrly cdiergrined as 
surprised on findiog tier in die hall on his 
de^effdiDg toft. 

To allow liims^lf fo be seen mtiist be to 
reveal the »iotm that had brcnigbt him 
fhitber. Acc6rditigly> t^ avoid this, he 
glided behind some armour, inferring from 
the imtrabtions he hM received tlidt he 
^sts eajoiaed tbsecrecy^ 

Forsom^ minutes he remaitied uncertaih 
whether or< not he had been seen ; at 
length, conviooed be had^'frokn the pre- 
cipitate ODfaftner in which £mmeKne retreat- 
ed from the hall, the idea of the terror 
she must be m, from the partial discovery 
1^ had made, occatisioned a degree of unea« 
L^<' . K 4 sinesfi 
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srncss that presently induced him to -de*- 
cide oa rollowing her; for the purpose oT 
uUsLjing if> by the requisite explanation. 

Hastening to the door by which she had 
fied, he readily succeeded in- forcing' it, 
Ike tremor and agitation she was in havf- 
uig prevented her secut^ing it in the man>- 
»er she itnagmed. 

Proceeding to the chamber that inter- 
jtened between the other staircase^ he found 
her m a state of insensibility. Destitute of 
a»y means of recovering her, he delayed 
not conveying her*tt> her chamber; and 
gently laying- her on the bbd^ hurned t# 
taHupMaiid. . 

^Havinig procured her the assistance she 
required^ he was again repairing to the 
hall, when suddenly reflecting on the un- 
pleasant consequences that might ensue 
from allowing her to remaia under the 
fearful impression ifnade upon her mind^he 
returned for the purpose of dispeUin^ iti. 

This done; he no longer delayed keep-* 
ing hU appointment*; but, contrary, to. hifi 

expectations^ 
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expectations^ no one awaited him in the 
iialK 

Trusting^ however^ he was nqt doomed 
iQ, experience a. disappointment^ he threw 
himself op a seat there^ anxioudy starting 
al every sound r- but night waned apace, 
without bringing.the person he expected. 

Whilf a ' hope> however^ . remained \ of 
seeing.; , them^ . he could not ^ prevail on 
himself to retire. At length the grey dawn 
l^eping in at the shutters^ rendering dim 
and -ghastly; the light of the glimmering 
taper^ occasioning him to de^air of ibi^ 
ifi was. beginning to think of quitting the 
hallj when accidentally uplifting his eyes^ 
hebeheld> nearly opposite to him, a tail 
^Mre, leaning* in an upright attitude 
agdins^one of the tpophied pillars.. 

His noiseless approach,* the suddenness 
xd^h which he beheld him,^ and .his fixed ^ 

and motionless attitude^ .excited a sensa*^ 

... * , 

tiQn that made sir Roland start from his 
^iit, and grasp the sword which heuhad 

bS bad 
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had the precaution to bring with him — 
•/ Speaks who art thou ?*' he demanded ; 
" if with me thy business^ here declare tt." 

^0 answer was returned, but gently a h^, 
that/ from its dark bend?ng plutnage, com-' 
pletely obscured his countenance, was r^iBed^ 
^nnd the palfid, but fever-interesting one of 
the lamcnted^Edmund was revcfal6d to 'view. 

•* I'owers oT Heaven, what do I befold^** 
exclaimed sir Roland^ recoiling" a few 
paces ; ^' do my eyes deceive nie ? dr art 
thou indeed a plhantom of the brafn ?*' 

A fervent embrace from him he address- 
ed prevented more. No longer aWc !b 
discredit his senses, to paint his transports 
were impossible. — ^^ Frorh thV grave, as it 
were, to have thee re'stdredto me, my Ed- 
mund !" he cried ; *' oh, how inadequate is 
language to express what I feel !'* 

Mutual composure at lengfh, in some de- 
gree, riestored, of rather the eager curio* 
sity of sir Roland, for the particulars of 
what appeared &o wondelrful, indtrciTTg hint 

to 
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to moderate his feeliogs^ Edmund proceed^ 
ed'to gratify his anxiety by the relation of 
Ibese. 

Sligbfly detailing the conTersation that 
hjid passed l)etween him and the eari-ry.- 
*' Tbe alarm inseparable from consciops 
guilt/' he continued, '* no doubt was the 
cause of h\» not waiting to ascertain whe^ 
thek^ or no he had struck a -mortal blow. 

" Recovering from the feinting fit into 
which I was thrown by loss of blood, I 
heard the voice of Martin, the son of the 
peasants with whom I lodged, gaily jcarol<« 
ling near me, 

'* Though, almost hopeless of making 
myself, heardf from the extreme weakness 
I felt, I called to him; faint as were my ac- 
cents, however, (hey reached his. ear, and 
brou/^t him instantly to my assistance; 

" On the horror he betrayed at the situa- 
tion he found me in> I shall not dwell ; suf* 
fice it io <;ay, that having sto[^ed the ef- 
fiiston of blood as well as he was able; 1^ 
# a & haste ii(i 



156 TRECOTHTCK BCWBH, 

fastened home^ to p^olrhre his Eittiet^'s^ s^s« 
Mstance fn'rcm^viDg mef M the €iOtto|[e<. 
' ** Having succeeded in getting ^^mc 
'there, they would liave procured nderbelter 
aid th^n they eould aflTord, but dilme^t pex^ 
suaded^ from what had happened, ^ to d'o 
any thing likely io betray xvbere I was 
"would be to incur destruction?, I disclosed 
to fhem thie necessity I iconcelve'd • thene 
was for concealment, revealing, for the pur* 
pose of rendering them more cautious^ the 
name of nry enegmy r and declaring myself 
perfectly satisfied to entrust my cure to 
Robert, the father, who, I knew, Irad some 
little slcill in surgery, acquired by his "hav- 
ing Been a soldier in his youth* 

" But rtioogh I deemed myself safe wifh 
them, the rank of my eiiemy caused them 
to be of a different opinion, should any 
unlucky accident acquaint' him with my 
"abode^ — a dread that suddenly suggested to 
them the idea of availitig themselves of a 
circumstance that had happened to deceWe 
him. " ' ^iEariy 



c ^-Earlj on the 4ay.*Qf,pup encmimer, 
th^discdvei^da ypntbj apparently of my 
age/ and strongly resembling me in other 
imapei^ts^ I)fing;decidfin,».salit|iry spot near 
ibciK ;€Olt9^« ^ili>^ sueb mark& of violence 
tUpoobi^it as left no rpoqi to ^oubt his 
*Iuivingdied l>y Ihe band of a ruffian. 
,; i^'Xhetit! ^r$t impulse on the discovery 
ivas.tOiroakeit known ; hut a sudden drpad 
i«f perhaps : involving fhemselves in trou- 
'.ble by the measure checked this intention^ 
valid made;tbem finally decide on silence on 
♦ the subject 

. '!. The plan suggested by ttus silence was 

.to dress thc^ body in my habiliments, ^nd 

lay itwhei'e they.bad discovered me> that 

: thus lord Sebergham might be induced to 

. thinks, shoujd he return to the spot^ that I 

. bad fallen a victim to his rage> .and conse- 

, quenlly prevented from any further perse- 

ention till I was agaia in a stjite to defend 

myselT, 

. . '' Wild A9. tjiis scheme was, it was carri^^ 
ed^into effect^ and had the desired one ;- 

but 
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*but it was by no means lAy mteDtioif to 
let lord Sebdrghain teidain imy ionger vn- 
deceiTed' tlian |}]1 1 ^v»s rievinrered. K 

<* Some time *ttVsipmA ere this tw9s 4he 
case, owhfig to the ejm^fn^ agifatioii of 
4ny mind ; but a^t letigtli I wte a^in able 
to seek him. He had left Xaant^ton^ how- 
ever, and concloding if was for the capital, 
I directly prepared for a joumey thither; 
but I was mistaken in imagining I shoi^ 
find him there: he bad not rotutined, i^or 
could his domestics give me any infor- 
mation concerning him. 

*' From his' residence I repaired to the 
inn where I bad left you, and 'Where I 
doubted not your fitt)l. beings foir mis* 
taking yon for lord Sebergham, aivd conse- 
quently dreading to mention your visit, 
lest, in the we^k $tate I was in, the alarm 
it migbt excite should ^o me an injury, 
the simple peopte where T lod^d forbore 
di$clqsing it; sq that until niv return fey 
London I remained in ignorance of } our 
jtJtjrney hither^ 

**No 



^ *' No «ddner hua-i felArrt ifi than 1 pre- 
^ared to rettfrfi -1l«r«, a«6We of tht crud 
HflKiety y*du were likelf to suiftnr from 
%4itit yed would {)robftbly hear cm your 
arriVtfl; but the expei^rion I wi$bed to 
use'wasr prevented by the renewed paTft 
of my wound, owing to the exertions I 
h&i tntide ere it Was perfectly healed. At 
length arrived here, I lost no thne in set- 
ting Martin to' make inquiries concerning 
yoii> and thrcmgh them, at bst ascertained 
your being an 'inmate of the baron's. 

*' This circumstance j^evented my im- 
mediately joirrrng you, igi>orant as I was of 
the mannei* in which lord, Sebergham 
might have represented me» and of course 
iiiicertain of ihe reception I might meet 
With here. 

*' impatient, .however, to relieve you 
from what I was convinced yoii were suf- 
ioring on my account, aware as I was, from 
^hal I beard, that you nuist conclude me 
AO more, I would have sent Martin tb 
you, but that I dreaded his disclosing more 

than 
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than I wished. at the ]C^t}e> namelf, the- 
jierGdyoT lord Seberghaoi^ for wh<)ise fiimfl^ 
however great my injuries .from hio^ the 
love and gratitude I bear thi^ venerated 
memory »ofihi& father intistever render m# 
interested* 

*' In consequence^ I; decided ^ on tsustinj^ 
to chance> at least for- a whije; to bring 
about the desired meeting. He^cing yqi| 
were in the habit < of ^ wandiering about^. I 
ako betook myself to doing j5o« but^till thif 
evening did not encounter^ you ;. when e'tb* 
tiering the mouldering walls .withinv which ; 
rest the silent - remains of my proger 
.nitorSf L beheld, you.; instantly I follow^ 
ed, but. though I had some reason to iiqar 
gine I: was' npt. quite unsee|i> .deferred rer 
vealing myself^ owing to my^ hearing 
the tread of feet in another direction* . 
Hastening; to the spot^a voice> tathe.sound 
of which ther numbness of death couU 
alone prevent my. hearl^from vibrating, 
met my. eaTf- and at thef same moment^ 
prostrate before, the tomb of .my aoces^ 

tors^. 
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f ors, I beheld the beauteous form oP her I 
lore: my eraoiions at the sight were not 
to be controlled. Springing forward to 
throw myself beside her, I drew' a frag,- 
Yn^Jit'of th^decaying marble after me, an4 
through the fright its faM occasioned, she 
fainted. Your instantly rushing to her aid 
.prevented the assistance I was on the point 
of rendering ; fearful^ in such a "moment 
of dgitation^ of discovering myself, I drew 
back; but much longer^ from the feelings 
BOW excited, to delay doing so was be- 
yond my power. Accordingly I immedi- 
ately sought Martin, for the purpose of dis- 
patching him to the Castle, in order to try 
and obtain me private access to it.; and 
which, through his relationship to one of 
the domestics, he fo.uad no great diffi- 
culty in doing. 

' •• The method I ,had' r<^coilrse to for 
obtaining the desired meelii^gl need nat 
explain ; neither what J 'felt, .when, at the 
moment I was^expecting you, ,1 again be-» 
heldihe lovely Em meliueii 

'*^ Aware 
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'* Aware of what «hc thought, th6 cpns^ 
quences likely to accrue from allowing 
myself to be seen at such an hour were too 
obvious not to induce me to retreat. To 
the chaml>er whither I retired sfc^e followed 
in the course of a little time, tb^High 
vhylknow not; and, from what ensued^ 
1 am led tf> conceive had a-^gUmpse erf me« 

" This IS all I have to relatie; on what I 
bave su'flfered from the coiidtiGt of lord S^- 
bergham, the dissolutton of (he fSe tbatl 
bad hoped \\ould have existed for ever be- 
tijveen lis, it were needless, I am sure, to 
expjrtiate; whether it has been the means 
fef dooming me entitely to despair yet re- 
mains for me to learn/* . 

Sir lloland perfectly eomprehendcd whilit 
be meant, but the happhress he might have 
felt in relieving him from the apprehen- 
sions under which he ^aw he laboured, of 
the engagement between EmmeKire and 
lord Sebergham being of a nature nol to- 
be dissolved, was prevented by a cert^iti 
circumstance. To acquaint him, however^ 

witU 
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^ith what had occurred, in consequence oF 
Iwssupposed murder, was not to be avoided, 
and rapture of the liveliest nature was im- 
parted to the heart of lEdmund by the com-% 
xntinication ; but the hopcsexcited by thi 
manner in which he learnt Emm«ltne r^- 
chived the tidings of lord Sebcrgham's base- 
•ncss, were speedily damped by sir Roland*s 
cafrfi^ avowal of the* circumstance above 
alluded to. • 

-They continued to converse tJH they 
heard the dt^me^titrs again stirring, when 
owing to the sudden dejection ofhismtnd^ 
itnwiffing, foT^the present, to be tntrodu- ' 
ced to the b^ron> Ec^mtind wilhdrew, wth 
"a "{Promise from sir Botand of speedily 
fallowing hith to the cottage of 4l6bfert. 

Prnpatient to do sd, Tte no sooner finden- 
stood he could speak with the blironj tlban 
ht hastened to hrm, on many accounts 
conceiving it but right io conimonicafe to 
Tiim the joyful tidings be had to reveal, 
ere he quitted the Castle. ♦ 

The astonishment of lord Trecothick at 

these 
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these could only be $urpassed by tris plea.- 
aure. The interest which the knowledgf 
of his Origin, united to the representations 
pFsir Roland, had. by this'thne excitecl in 
l>is rnind^ for Edmund^ ma]uag him truly 
rejoice at hi» preservation; 

"But why,!' he an^iously\d:cmanded, as 
soon'as he had- a little recovered from his 
surprise, " why leare the Castle? Surely ' 
he might have been convinced I should have 
had pte^sure in having: him my/guest; .and 
tendering any service in my poWer to renh 
der him/' 

SirBoIan4 evasively replied to. this, inr- 
^frjro^tiony and shortly after, took his 
•lesye, for the purpose^ he said, of accom- 
panying Edmund to the lord Pendennis*s, 
jis i^ j)^qpriety bo4ind» from the promise he. 

Iw4 giyaiu. 

Xh^igh the baron s|ill remained, a 
alranger ia the sentiments, with which Ed- 
mund hdd itispired his daughter, yet was he 
foo sensible of what she had suflTered, from 
tiiQ supposition of: his death,,.not to. deem 

some* 
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^GOfS-e caution necessary in acquainting her 
of i)is bein^ stiil in existence;. 

But: vain was that which he had recourse 
ip, for the purpose of preventing her being 
top much aflfected by the disclosure ; for a 
xronsiderable period after receiving it, life 
^ppearod Mohave forsaken her. ^ ' 

.^, ;She recovered hut to experience the 
inost -conflictrng feelitigs ; joy and grief, 
terror and delight, alike predominated and 
agitated her. Edmund was too tenderly^ 
tpp .^ithfully loved, not to make her feel 
extacy at his escape ; yet at the very mo- 
ment her soul exulted at it, she could not 
€ivoid reflecting that it probably dootneA 
her to a life of lingering misery ; for that 
^ord Sebergham would delay his return to 
his native kingdom longer than till he had 
ascertained it might take place without 
danger, she could not imagine; and indi^ 
ference by this time heightened to abhor- 
rence, she could not think of 'the assertion 
of the claim thM this might occasion with- 
out horror. . ..* 

- — But 
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But the meeting she .dreaded did not 
take place so immediately as she ^appre- 
hended ; and with the inconsistency of a 
distracted mind* the very delay she had 
tvished for became a new source of unliap- 
piness, from the cause, she-was gradwUy 
led to ascribe it to-r-namely, a growing 
prepossession for another. 

The lord Pendennis had several daiigh* 
ters^ none of them unamiable ; and frqm 
the gratitude it was natural tO: sqppose his 
readiness to serve him must have excited 
in the breast of £dmundj ^bat more.pcor 
bable^ she concjeived, than\tbat he should 
ieel inclined to ally himself to his f;^miLyi 
mo^e especially, wounded as his pride tnusC 
be by bis. kiiowledge of her having sw^n*- 
ed from her eugageiaaent. True, she knew 
from sir Roland that this was impivtetd to 
the treachery of lord Sebergham ; but still 
it might, have a, rankling eflffect upon his 
mind, such as. readily to induce him to 
make- an effort for shaking off her infio- 
ence. • 

The 
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'T!bit Kkore she gave way to conjecture 
the more probable this appeared to be ; 
she tried to rejoice at it, but in vain. *£d- 
ipund was too tenderly regarded to allow 
her to thiok with composure of the trans* 
fer of bi^ afiections to another. At length 
sir Roland was again announced ; expect* 
ing to see him followed by Edmund^ the 
emotion of Emmeline^ who was sitting with 
the baron at the moment, was so greats 
on hearing his name^ as to induce her to 
^lide from the room as her father rose to 
' ' f eceive him, • 

Sir Roland^ however^ was- npt accompa- 
nied by £dm.und ; the. laoks of the bar«n 
too strongly indicated the surprise he felt 
at the circumstance not to induce him to 
hasten to a^ccdunt for it. Ere he did so^ 
however, it was necessary to enter into 
sonte previous explanation ; but he did 
this in a i;nanner too guarded to permit 
any suspicion being awakened in the mind 
of the baron of the encouragement that 
bad been given by his daughter to Ed? 

• ' mund— 
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muncl — of the real cause of Ae aYiimoslty* 
of lord Scbergham, to which he had, on 
her account, been 'allowed to remain in 
ignorance. ^' The impression made by 
iht iovely Emmeline,'* continued -sir Ro- 
fand, •' on the heart of my young friend 
was indelible, or rather, rendered so by 
the hopes he allowed himself to cherish, 
with the natural sangulneness of youth, of 
yet experiencing such a change in his for* 
tunes as would warrant his aspiring to her 
hand. 

** Conceiving, however, on learning her 

► ' • ' 

engagement with lord Sebergliam, that 
there was no chance of his ever bbt^inii\g 
this, I had no hesitation in forming one 
for him with one of the daughters of 
lord Pendennis, on an union between 
them being suggested by his lordsliip as 
the likeliest measure he conM de\isc for 
effecting the accompflrshment of what we 
wished, owing to the' interest it was natu- 
ral to suppose the king would conclude 
he took in the affair; if allied j but no sel* 
• • fish 



£3fa.;cojnsifleratiQn oould for a n^oment in-* 
duce Edmund to think, of acting contrary 
1t6 the feeUngs of his hearty or practising 
'the slightest deception. No sooner had! 
irevealied what I had doiie> than he avowed 
ilm determination of directly repairihg to 
'}ord ^Pendemiis^ for the purpose of explain- 
ing the utter impossibility of his fulfilling 
the engagement I had formed for him« and 
of course fully releasing him from the pro- 
tnise he had made, if only a conditional 
one. 

^ I, as you may supppse^ accompanied 
him ; to ourequal disappointment, however, 
Ave fbund lord Pendennis absent, nor could 
exactly learn when he-was expected back; 
in consequence, Edmund left an explana- 
tory letter at his mansion, but the result of 
. which we are yet ignorant of, and willproba- 
bly remain some timelohger so, Edmund's 
extreme anxiety to be in some degree re- 
lieved from the torturing suspense be is 
now enduring, having decided him on no 

VOL. 21. I longer 
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^^longer delaying to accompany me to Lon- 
Jdon, 

^ • " Judging pf the feelings of others by 
bis own, and' of course unable to imagine 
that acting with candour and .integrity can* 
be attended with any injurious effect to his 
interests^ he still buiMs uponthe promise 
of lond Pendennis. That he may find his 
expectations not too sanguine^ I believe J 
need not say is my fervent hope. 

" But notwithstanding my impatience to 
reach London is fully equal to his^ I could 
not think of departing hence without a 
farewell visit here, so deep is the sense I 
entertain of the kindness and hospitality I 
have experienced beneath this roof. 

'* I urged him to accompany me, but he 
refused, through motives I think I need not 
-explain, and which I do ^not ,no\v regret 
his having been influenced by, his absence 
having allowed tne to enter into such' par- 
ticulars as must be a means of preventing 
his being injured in your good opinion^ by 

the 
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the circumstance being satiafactorily ac* 
counted for^ should Iprd Pendennis think 
proper to retract the promise made to serve 
him. 

*^ Should the king, forgetPul of formet 
limes, reject my-suit, Edmund bids a last- 
ing adieu to this country. Distressing in 
the extreme am I aware it must be to him 
to do so; but still, notwithstanding this 
conviction, the advantages I have the power 
of obtaining him in another, roust impel 

4 

me to urge him^ in that case^ to the mea^ 
sure/' 
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CHAP. VIII. 

'' Ofa> badst thou seen her when she lately blessM me. 
What tears^ what looks^ what languishings siie darted ! 

Love bathM himself in the distilling balmn 

And ohy the subtle god has made his entrance 

Quite thro' mj heart !*'> 

** True/' said the baron, after a thoughtful 
pause, and who, not without evident emO' 
tion, had listened to the^short recital of sir 
Roland, '^ what he has a right to may still 
be denied him here ; but it does not there* 
fore follow that he should continue unpos- 
sessed of what he mefits; his birth and 
virtues give him claims to distinction that 
cannot always be denied. In short, to be 
explicit, feelings have been excited by the 
disappointment he has subjected bimself 

. ■ r ■ "> 
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i4> on my cUug)it9r'8^ccoiiht> that will not 
pemul m^ fo ^IIow of -his becoming an 
exiije from bis native country. With her» 
the object of his faithful regard, he shall 
share my fortun^e ajnd afifectiaa* In giving 
her to him, 1 am persuaded I not only se- 
cure^ but proipote her happiness; many 
circumatances now Tecurrtng to convince 
me that her consenting to become lord Se- 
bprgh^im'^ v^as more from an idea of such 
an iinion being agreeable to her parents 
than any olher motive; and thai if ever 
her heart pwn^d a prepos$c«iStonj it was ia . 
favour of him to whom I have de^tinied her: 
but though, for the purpose of relieving 
him ^frotn all further anxiety, I wish their 
nuptials to be immediately ceiehr9te4j. rea- 
sons I shall explain will induce me to 
have them kept secret for som^ timp. A 
misunderstanding has, for some years, ex- 
isted between lord Pendennis and me, ow- 
' ing to which, I much fear, from the inve- 
teracy of his spirit, his influence with |he 
Jcing being exerted to thwart the hopes of 

1 3 £dmund. 
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Edmund) if apprized of tny having any par^' 
ticular moiive for being inttrested in his* 
fate. • On this account^ therefore, I deeni 
it expedient 10 keep the projected union ' 
concealed, tiii the king's absolute decision ' 
is known." 

Sir Roland acquiesced in opinion with 
him^ not without expressing what he felt^ 
at his determination — '' But for the gene-' 
rosity that has swayed you to it, amply will 
you be recompensed, by the happiness it 
will be the means of securing to the being 
most dear to you,'' he added ; ^' such is the 
^orth of him I proUdly style my adopted 



son/* 



Edmund had remained in the vicinity of 
lord Pendennis, and thither the baron now 
proposed accompanying sir Roland, anxious 
to advise with him on different matters ; 
though aware, from the distance^ he should 
not be able to get back to the Castle till 
the ensuing day. 

While his steed was preparing, he re- 
paired to the chamber of Eniimelii\e, for the 
purpose of acquainting her with whathad 

"passed 
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passed between hiin<aiu! sir Roland^ atiji' 
his intention, relative to her and Edmund. . 

Her consternation at this may easier be 
conceived than described ; almost was she 
tempted to throw herself at his feet^and con* 
fess the truth ; but was still deterred by the. 
effect she dreaded it would have on him, 
from the fond, hopes he was now indu{g- 
i)igi and the. avowed abhorrence in which. 
he held lord Sebergham, 

Unsnspiciqus of it, tp feelings y^ry dif-, 
ferent to the real ones did he impute her, 
changing aspect and averted looks ; but 
scarcely had she seen him depart, ere bit-, 
terly she regretted not having summoned 
courage for the disclosure; so cruel, she 
reflected, was it to permit expectations to 
be raised,;that, like Edmund's, were destin- 
ed never to be realized. 

Ah ! at the idea of what he would suf- 
fer, from the disappointment that awaited 
hiiTi^ how was her own wretchedness aggra- 
vated! 

Bewildered and dismayed, she at length 

\ 4 bethought 
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bethought her of taking advantage of the 
absence of th^ baron* fo repair to the friar 
who had performed the ceremony that 
bound her to misery, for the purpose of 
consulting with him how to act, or rather, 
entreating him to become her r|pediator 
with her father. 

Though not immediately contigooup to 
the Gastle, hia monastery was ytt not at tuch 
a distance as not topttmit Hitrtc tfiink she 
might be able to reHirn frdta it befcfre 
night, more especialfy as i^he day was not 
yet far adiranced> rir Holand, owing to' 
having left Edmund the preceding one, 
being enabled to reach the Castle by an 
early hour. 

Her resolution taken, she lost no time 
in properly equipping herself for her pil- 
grimage ; which having done, she quitted 
her chamber by a private staircase, witht)Ut 
any apprehension of her absence occasiou^ 
ing unpleasant surmises^ owing to the ha- 
bit she. had lately been in of taking lonely 
riimbles. 

But 



But though Icm/Ay, she had never suffer- 
ed them to extend beyond her father's do-> 
main^ consequently could not help feeling 
some little degree of tcrroi* when at* 
4ength she found herself within a solitary' 
wood^ at some distance from the boqndary 
of thi«. 

^ . Flattering herself, hpivever, that she had- 
pretty well ascertained the path she was to 
take^ and that in consequence she should 
soon regain a more open one^ she endea* 
your^d to calm her emotion ; but all ef- 
forts for the purpose proved ineffectual, 
wheti^ after proceeding a little further^ 
she had reason to believe herself in error. 

Hemmed in on every side by shades re- 
ceding into shade^ the bending boughs, of 
immense trees giving a deep shadow to the 
grass beneath, she knew not what direction 
to take, whether to advance or retreat. 

Whilst in this perplexity, the clouds be* 
gah to gather, and a sudden shuddering 

t-hrough the trees to give indication of ^ 
coming'Storm. 

I *& Alarmed 
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Alarmed at the thought of being surprised 
by one bere^ Emmeline no longer hesitat- 
ed to proceed; forcing her way through the 
opposing briars and brambles^ she continued 
to advance^ till she found herself in a Sfnali 
glade^ on which the time-struck turrets of 
a deserted fabric met the view^ encompass- 
ed with a mouldering wall> topt with grass 
and weeds. 

There-was something in the complete de-^ 
solation of the place chilling to tho feel-^ 
ings^ more especially on its being suddenly 
recoHected^ tbatv through superstitious re- 
ports^ it was one that had long been aban- 
doned to decay. After gazing a mi- 
nute, Emmeline was involuntarily moving 
from the spot, when a burst of thunder, 
accompanied with prelusive drops, reduced 
her to the necessity of seeking the shelter 
it was stili capable of affording. 

AccordinjTjly, passing through the weed- 
covered court, she tremblingly entered a 
spacious hall, frpm whence she had a 
\gllmpse of several doorless chambers^.in- 

. I volved 



volved in an obsQurity .that was alqou^st ter- 
rific ta the im^ginalion.. 

As her eyes fearfully wandered up the 
sh^ittered stair^ase^ she experienced sensa- 
tions that, rendered h^er impatient for the 
lessening of the stortn. While anxiously 
watching for this^ she. fancied she heard a 
movement in an adjacent chamber; sh^ 
started^ and would instantly have fled, but 
for the deluge of rain that was by ibis time 
descending, persuaded that any person^ 
brought thither by a motive similar to hers« 
woqld not have thoughtof penetrating be- 
lyond. the place where she was; and from 
the ruinous state of the pile» that none 
could have sought it as a habitation bu( 
some wandering vagrant^ or wretched out- 
cast. 

Compelled to remain yet a little longer 
within it, she scarcely suffered herself to 
breath^^ lest of being overheard ; for a 
minute she remained in- this state, whc^i 
the sound that had so alarmed her was re- 
peated, accompanied b.y a deep groan. 

■ - I G No 
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No longer able to commancl her^lf^ &he 
darted from the ^pot in which she had taken- 
slteher^ and despite of the storm. Was rush* 
ing from the building, when the sudden re*< 
flection of the inhumanity she might be 
guilty oF in thus, quitting it prevented her. 
. Whoever was the person from whom the 
heart-rending groan she had heard pro*> 
ceeded, she had reason to think they w^re 
alone, and the idea of let ting any one, in the 
extremity it indicated their being in, re- 
main destitute of help, of suffering a fellow- 
creature, perhaps, to perish for want of a 
little exertion on^her part. Was more thati 
she tould support. 'Accordingly, after, 
another moment of irresolution, endea- 
vouring to ^oUect herself, she proceeded 
to the chamber whence the sound had is'' 
sued, and beheld a man stretched upon the 
broken floor. 

Again she started and hesitated ; then 
forcing herself to advance, in tremulous 
accents she inquired whether she could 
render him any service? 

''Oh! 



. 
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" Oh t whoever yoa are/* in the voice 
of a person evidently exhausted by pain, 
he replied, '' for the sake of otir blessed 
lady-^". He paused, or rather iwbat he was 
about adding was prevented by a wild shriek 
from Emmeline^;'' Ob, what voice is that !" 
slie almost screamed, beside herself with 
emotion, from the idea of its beii^ the 
confidential servant of -lord Seberghani, 
the same who had witnessed the solemnip 
zfltion of her unluckly ivupttals, she beard, 
"is it not Hubert's?** 

Feebly raising htmself on his elbow^r 
tbe dying wretch gazed at her for a mo* 
ttient-— -'' My eyes- are dm," he then-said^ 
*^ but as well ;as they penmit me to dish 
cem^ 'tis the lady Emmetine, the bride of 
my lord, that now stands before fae ; ob 
lady, I caniiot divine the chance to which 
is owing your being, bei^; but to you my 
steps were bent, when the pangs^of death 
o'ertdok me.'* 

''No, fio-^I hope — I trust not,*' said 
Emmeline, invpluntaiily sthkiog en her 

' knees 
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knees beside him. '' I will hasten to ob« 
tain you aid^ only tell nie> ere I go/)yhether 
your lord-i-^" She paused^ unable, from 
the apprehension that suggested it, to ar-. 
tijculate the inquiry* • ^ . 

My lord !" faintly repeated Hubert; 
oh, lady ! to tell you of his' fate — but Jesu 
have mercy on my soul!" His arm sunk 
from under him ; and again extended on the 
floor, he seemed to have ceased to breathe. 
Emmeline shrieked despairingly. The anx- 
iety excited by the idea he had excited 
nearly maddened her. She started. up, 
and gazed round the room, as if in hopes 
of discerning something within it that 
might be a means of reviving him ; as her 
eyes almost glared round it, they fell on a 
scrip at a litl4e distance from him ; hastily 
snatching it up, she found, to her inexpres* 
sible joy, that it contained a small phial of 
wine; applying -it to his lips, in a few 
minutes he began to evince* symptoms of 
returning life ; but fo/ a little while after 
rambled in what he said; then coming 

completely 
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completely to himself — " The hand of 
death is on me," he said ; " I mlist there- 
fore be brief: laJly, in this world you'll 
never more— but, blessed saints, what 
a pang was that !" He groaned ; and 
his bead, which again he had raised, sunk- 
back. 

In agony Emmeline bent over him, ter*' 
tified at the thought of being left in the 
torturing suspense she was now enduring. 
Againshetendered him wine, but refusingit^ 
" Human aid is vain," he cried ; " my hour 
is <iome! Lady, to relieve you from incer^ 
titude, know that, as I was about inroi^m>« 
ing you, in this world you'll never more 
behold your lord. Unable to live without 
you, we had not been long in France, ere 
he decided on secretly returning hither, for 
the purpose of claiming you. Within 
sight of the coast, a storm overtook us ; 
the vessel was driven upon the rock&, and 
going to pieces, every soul on board perish- 
ed but myself. Clinging to a broken 
mast^ I was picked up by some fishermen, 

and 
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and received from them all the succonr 
they had the power of bestowing; but the 
l)ruises I had got, by being repeatedly dash- 
ed against the rocks, rendered useless any 
thing that could be done for me. Notwith* 
standing, however, what I was ^odiiving, I 
determined on making an eflfort to reach 
you, unwilling to let another be the bearer 
of the tidings I had to communicate, lest 
of some miscluince accruing to you from 
the circumstance. Accbrdingly, at an early 
hour this moriling,. I left the hut where f 
bad been sheltered for the night; but 
bad 'Scarcely reached this place, iato wbitb 
I crawled tor the sake oif dying under shel- 
ter, .ere i was seized with pangs that took 
from me all further power of proceeding, 
and convinced me I had hot many .minutes 
to live. Lady^ as you hope for n>erqy in 
your last nvoments, let me have Christian 
burial, and fail not of having masses said 
for my soul's repose, -and that of fny dear 
lord's. Oh^ may all good ^Christ ikns pray 
for both ! Lady^ far^weU 1 long may you 

lire. 
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live^' the prrde Janil jdy of yoar noUe fi^^ 
ther J and its a»otkcr— ~-'^ 
' HUasby lips clo6cd^ hk features became 
convulsed, and uilerMrg aoather groan> be 
breathed hk last; 

Emmeline ga^ed fixedly at bim for a. 
minute ; a faimness (hen cottting over her^ 
she attempted to risei for the purpose* of 
moving t& a window ; but her sight failed, 
her bead swam^ and in roakiiig the eflfbr^ 
she sunk, senseless on the floor. 

Recovering, which she bad reason to be* 
lieve was not for a considerable tinier she 
would have been' almost tempted to ima- 
gine herself in a dreaim, but for the ghastly . 
sight that met her view oh raising her head 
from the ground. Shuddering she arose, 
and retreated to a little distance ; not, how-** 
ever, without condemning herself for 
weakness^ in being thus aflfbcted by the 
sight of that to which we are all doomed 
— " Yes," she cried, *' in a little while, and 
she who now shrinks from the contempla* 
tion of mortality, will herself bean object 

of 
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of dismay to others/' And:was she ithett 
again free« again at liberty to acquiesce lA 
the wishes of her ' father ? ah ! more fo^ 
yield to her own was the tie she bad so. 
deplored dissolved ; but could she rejoice: 
at tHe thought ?^-'*-oh» ho I or rather so 
agitated was hermind^ it wasdmposoiible 
to uy what feeling most prodominat- 
ed in it. Without horror ahe could not 
think of the fate of lord Sel>ergbam» of his 
havingi perhaps/ died uncoqfeaaed/ unab- 
solved^ unrepentant I 

In terror at the thought, she dropt on 
herknee9» to implore Hinii before whose 
dread tribunal he had been so unexpected- 
ly summbnedi to have mercy on him. 
. Rising/she felt herself again impelled 
ta approach the body of Hubert ; he might 
be in a tran^ej she consideredi suchasshes 
herself had just recovered from, and it 
would be crud, therefore, to thinktif de-. 
parting without ascertaining ; she beftt 
over him, but without being able exactly 
to decide ; she took his hand, and its mar- 

We 
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h\e coldness striking a chill to her very 
htart, convinced her his spirit Was for ever 
fled. 

Again shuddering/ she hurried from the 
chamber^ nor delayed quitting the build-* 
ing. Had it been necessary to have perse- 
vered in her original intention> the rapid 
approach of night would not now huve' 
allowed her> the season being come in 
which day soon drawis to a close. She^ 
could not suppress a sensation of terror, as 
she viewed the gloomy shades through 
vrhich^he had to make her way, rendered still 
more awful by the impression made upon- 
her mind by the dismal scene she hatl just 
quilted, and the low and apparently pre* 
sage(\il waitings of the solitary birds that 
seem to welcome darkness. 

At length, through the fogs of an au^ 
tumnal evening, she beheld the mooii' 
rising above the wood ; but more than* 
oHce, as fancied 'danger made her start and 
shrink within herself, sii[e almost regretted 
the partial disperss[ion of the concealing 

darkness 
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darkoeGQ^, it^ rsiy^ bad occasionodL A^ la$t 
s^ fwni hetMli wj^out the woq^> and 
soon after felt herseffsomewhat reaasuredji 

by the cottage Itghto she li^hel4. tn viimons 
directtons^ 

. She had been too l#ng absent ipot to 
make her feat being tyiisaed— <^ ftar nc>i 
grottfidl^ ; for pn ve^cbioig the; Castle, 
she found several Qf the doneatics w^t^h* 
ing at the gstte^,^ and waa informwi tb^ 
bad'bMn seeking for hi^r* 

Confused by the surprise und curiosity 
they betrayed> she haatily pias^i them« 
aflnd ordering Maud to follow with lights 
to her chamber, no sooner. w«3s obeyed, 
than dismissing her, she sat down to ad* 
dress a letter to the friar who had mdi^ied 
her, for the purpose of acquainting him. 
Vith the information she had that day re- 
ceived/ and entreating him tp attend (o 
the interment of the unfortunate Hubert, 
and have masses performed for the repose 
of his sottl> and his ili*fated lord's. 

As loon 9S concluded, $be summoned 

one 



4>]te af her pages^i^n^ with a special ^arge 
to set out with it by dawn of day^ gave it 
into bis care. 

This incutebent duty^ perrormed, she 
took some slight Ye&eshmetit^ and then 
again dismissing Maud, retired into her 
ioratory, where^ in supplications for him 
whose cottdnct had occasioned hk untime- 
ly deaths the principal paf t of the night , 
was passed. 

On quitting it> other thoughts began to 
obtrude; but she shrunk from admitting 
them, as inconsistetit^ in hi^ropinion, \yith 
mna^ delicacy. 

But despite df herself she could not help 
at moments dwelling on the approaching in-" 
teci'iew. Still, however, as her heart flutter- 
ed with ifi voluntary pleasure at the idea of 
it, she strove to suppress the emotion ; bu|, 
at last she b^gan to think it was absolutely 
necessary she should decide on acknowledg- 
ing or concealing the fie that had bound 
her to lord Sebergham. At length she 
decided on the latter, persuaded 'she could 

not 
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not disclose what she had done without be^ 
ing lessened, perhaps irreparably, in the 
estimatioixir those whose esteem was dearer 
to her than life. 

But though she finally decided on keep^ 
ing secret the engagement she had formed 
with the unfortunate Sebergham, she did 
not, on that account, mean to excuse her- 
self from paying some tribute of respect 
to his memory. Till the expiration of a 
certain period^ she resolved not to be in- 
duced to give away her hand again ; but 
how weak is the resolve which we form 
against our inclination! Ere she had. 
risen in the moriiing, Maud, bursting into 
the chamber, informed her that the baron 
and sir Roland were just alighting, accom- 
panied by the handsomest youth she had 
ever set eyes on — '' Deal- heart, if 'tis not 
a pleasure to gaze at him!'' she cried; 
" and to be sure I can't helpihinking there 
is something in the wind, the baron looks 
so smiling at him ; besides, I was dreanx-. 
ing all night of being at a funeral-— a sure 

sign 
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sign oP soon seeing a wedding. ' Well^ I 
.am sure 'tis time we should have some 
merry* doiqgs again in the Castle^ for 'tis 
long now since we had any." 

Though what she told her was what Em- 
tneline might have expected to have heard, 
yet her emotion at it was as great as if the 
contrary had been the case. Unwilling to 
let it be.observed, she hastily dismissed her, 
desiring her to inform the baron, if he in- 
quired for her, that she was preparing to 
attend him,. 

In vain, however, shetried tosummon cou- 
rage for the purpose, till a messenger from 
.him importing his waiting breakfast for her, 
obliged her to make the necessary exer- 
tion ; but on reaching an anti-room com- 
municating with the apartment where he 
.was, her agitation became again so violent 
she was compelled to pause — an agitatioji 
not lessened by the unexpected sight of Ed- 
mund here, who, impatient at her delay, had 
come to watch for her. On beholding him, 
she involuntarily shrunk back, but was pre- 
vented 
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,TBnted retreatiiig by Ws ftyinfg to hei* iRt& 
seizing her hand. *' Oh Heaven? V* he e*- 
rclaitned^ in an accent indicative of surprise 
:and reproach ; •* surely you^o rtot mean tp 
fly me now?*' Emmeline spoke not, but 
, made an effort to free iierhand ; widowed, 
^s It seemed, but yesterday, and calmly noy 
to listen to the addresses ofa lover! thete 
was something hi the thought too repug- 
nant to every feeling of delicacy to allow 
her to endure \t. Edmund surveyed Her 
with increasing amazement, mingted with 
dismny — ** Have I then/' he cried, in a 
tone of bitterness, after af transient pause, 
*', have I allowed , myself to be deceiv- 
ed ? have Ithen been elevated to the pin- 
nacle of hope but to be hashed into the 
aby^ of despair ?" He dropt her hand, 
a deadly paleness overspread hrs eouji- 
tenance, and staggering back against a 
pillar, he appeared compelled to lean 
against it for support. EmmeUne becamre 
terrified ; impulsively she appro^^ched him, 
and laying her hand on his arm — *' Oh, if 

yoit 



^ 



you doubt the sincerity of mf jrcgird," she 
cHed.^ More she was prevented' saying; 
the murmur of her voice bad reached the 
ear of the baron, and caused bw' at this 
instant hastily to throw opefn the foJdiiig 
doors between the apartments. For a mi^ 
nute he stood smilingly surveying them. 
Ignorant of what was then passing in the 
heart of each; tiieti approaching hit 
daughter, he tenderiy embraced her, and 
led her into the adjoining room* with a 
motion to Edmund to follow. 

This he slowly did, agonized by the 
most tormenting fears, but fears which he 
determined on having either soon confirm- 
ed or removed ; for incertitude, on such a 
subject as thatof£mmeline's regard, was not 
to be endured. 

The presence of the attendants preclude 
ed any particular conversation during the 
repast ; but it could not prevent the baron 
from noticing the change th]|t had taken 
place in the countenance of Edmund — tho 

VOL. !!• K Aook 



lotjk'ofgioomy despair that had succeeded' \ 
to; the smile of anticipated happiness. 

VhMn examining hte countenance, his ' 
eyes were tarned upon his daughter s; as * 
if forpcfeting fotdiscover by it* the caus<^»of ^ 
this alteration. The> en^otibti it belayed. ' 
did Aot tend to lessen the alarm that had 
prtviousljr beep -excited'. He' had lortgx 
been convinced. that hei^ afiections were 
secretly engaged^ and if not to Edmund^ 
to some being, he feared, utterly ^iinwor^ 
thy of her. The thought was too tortur- - 
ing not -to induce him to decide on coming 
immediately at the tru^h ; accordingly, no < 
sooner had the domestics retired, than 
looking earnestly at Edmund«^^' I did- not 
think/' he said^ with a forced smile, ''that 
the sunshine which irradiated this morninir 
vould so speedily 'have been* 6v^cast-" 

Edmund repliednot, but hastily, as well 
as involuntarily^ drawing back from the^- 
ble, moved to a windbw. ' 

The baron again turned his eyes upon 

his 
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hi^daiighfer I her' agitation, heightened by 
the conviction of his Having perceived it, 
whsnot controllable; and strengthening the 
apprehiehsion^ that had seized hin), render* . 
cd him unable longer' to delay what he in- 
tended.' Taking her Band, he led her to 
another apftrtmerit, wherc^ rn-icfly he ex- 
plained what he Tiad been led to fear, con- 
chiding with a declariation, that nothing 
but her immediate acquiescence in the eiv- 
gagement he had formed for her, under 
the idea of its being one that must secure 
her happiness, could convince him of his 
having wronged her by it. 

Bmmeline blushed and trembled ; after 
such a declaration, it was impossible to 
think of proposing the delay innate deli* 
cacy suggested ; falteringly ^he signified 
her readiness to do as he required, and tri«- 
umphantly andexultingly he led her back to 
the parlour; but Edmund was gone. Un- 
able to converse, from the torture he was 
enduring, or rather to reply to the ques- 
tions which a kind of participation in his 

X S dismay 
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dismay occasioned froaH §ir Rol^nd^ he had 
fled the room ; but not far had hp wanders 
ed from it ; from the windows he was seen» 
pacing, with disordered steps, an 9veimft^ 
before it. The baron, beckoning sir Ro- 
land to follow, hastened to join him. The. 
explanation that ensued quickly restored* 
him to his recent happiness ; but again wasr 
It damped, or rather again was he made to 
fear it illusive, when, on entering the * 
apartment where he had i>een directed to * 
seek Emmeline, he beheld her reclining 
on her arm with an abstracted air. 

He starred, and drew back : alarmed by 
his emotion, or rather the returning suspi* 
cion it manifested, Emmeline immedi- 
ately endeavoured to assume a different 
air. Encouraged by her smile, he ap- 
proached and took her hand — *' May I," 
he demanded, with mingled anxiety and 
tenderness, " may I indeed,'' as he passion- 
ately kissed and pressed it to bis throbbing 
breast "consider this as mine? yet; oh! 
if to any other influence than that of love 

be 
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be owing the jg;ift^ ten thousand, thousand 
times would I rather renounce than re) 
ceireit.*' 

f' Then if such an apprehension could, 
alone occasion its rejection, stiU will it be 
wtained/' cried Etnmeline. More was un* . 
necessary to add, more to elevate Edmund 
to rapture. In extacy he clasped her to 
the heart that, almost without hope, had 
persevered fn loving her. 

Mot to sympathize in the feelings of 
those we love is impossible ; again a faint 
smile played over the features of Em me* 
line, and again she looked forward to some- 
thing of happiness. 

How pure, at this period, would hava 
been that of thcj baron*s, but for the re- 
collection of her whose bliss would have 
been so great at witnessing it I but reflect* 
ing that in losing her he only experienced 
what all are liable to, he endeavoured to 
check all repinings.at it. 

But not alone by him waS'She thought 
of; Emmeline could not think of the de- 

xS li-iht 
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, light that would, hav^ been h^rs, kzdjt 
been the will of Heaven to have.sp^r^d h^r 
to thb periody without tean of tender re* 
gret— tears that evidently proved there-tft 
no human felicity without aUoy% 
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" Some ^Utar/doiater^rtil I chusfl^. 
And Ibep^r ^th hdly virgjos^ live in^mur'd ; 
. 1>»]^ tty attine^MHl short .8^ be my s]e«pi 
-Brok/e )>j ^e js^l^cboly micinight bell ;^ * 
There 'board qp ev'i;y moment ofmy.lifey 
To lengthen out the ^pajyment of my tears/' 

icur ia ih^^purposetj ?suit ^to thcr?kirig, the 
4)arori'dcct(fed^»n^e8peetfy solemn isjjkfioh 
-of fJi«'Oif«ficlcd n\»pttels> ^hd ACcofdirtgly 
!f?3^6d oti'lhe day^afterihe eflsifi^Jg-ane f*or 
Jtheir celdbraffteh. 

Airwfts ribW fajfitlfre in tfte'bdsom of £d- 
mimd ;'fori^fei5y:j>afe! ^dfirtfW, the afflirtionfe 
of his boy<i€iodi the p^ifldy of his friend, 
the ye^ M'liiigt)ritig'^nHiidtjMeheLd suflfer*. 

«K 4 ed. 
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ed^ he now felt compensated; nor could 
avoid acknowledging, that had his early suf- 
ferings been less, his present happiness 
^ould not have been so great; so much are 
circumstances heightened by contrast. 

By endeavouring to divert her thoughts 
from the past, Bmmeline tried to partici- 
pate in the happiness she now witnessed ; 
but, alas ! in vain, so continually was some* 
thing occurring to remind her of what she 
strove to forget— so coiBtinually to recall 
the ill-fated Sel>ergham to view. Not a 
spot, not a scene about the Castle, scarce a 
place within it, tj^al did hot bring him to re- 
collection, reindering unavailing every ef- 
fort slie made for the purpose of regaining 
trainquillity. Sometimes, as the only ef- 
fectual method^he conceived she could de- 
vise for the recovering it, she meditatedl 
an unreserved communication to EdmuDdT 
of the past, but was $till .withheld liy the 
.jearful consideration of .the light in which 
t^e disclosure might, pierhapi^> occasibn him 
to regard her — the levity to lybicb he might 
* . naturally 
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naturally impute the yieldiiigof her hand t6 
his riv.al — the lightness her so speedily con- 
senting to bestow it on him. 

Perplexed, distressed, undecided hoW 
to act — wishing to unbosom her heart, yet 
prinking from the measure, she beheld the 
hour approaching that was destined for her 
marriage with asensation of dread rather than 
pf pleasure; yef was every sentiment of es* 
teem and tenderness heightened forEdm und^ 
with jsuqh forgiving generosity did bespeak 
of his perfidious friend — with such ejok^ 
quence picture what he had suflTered on her 
account — with such grateful warmth dwell 
on all to whom he owed a kindness. 

Oh, what would have been her happiness^ 
her rapture, to have been able to think her- 
self deserving of the affection of a heart so 
lioble ! but wliile the past was present to 
her recollection, it tvas impassible.for her 
to entertain a thought of the kind ; But 
might not the future make amends for this? 
Yes; she felt it might — felt it might gra- 
dually enable her to retrieve her self-'csteem ;• 

K 5 but 
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hut short-lived was the joy imparted by the 
idea» when, she reflected on what might yet 
ensucj should accident discover to Edmund 
what she could not at length help finally 
decidhig on keeping a secret from him. 

The paleness of her cheek, and mu«ing^ 
manneri failed not at length of attracting^ 
the notfc^ of her father, and exciting an 
uneasy sensation in his mind> something 
like a suspicion of all not being tight ; pas-^ 
^.vcly, hdwiever, be.did joot yield to it, nei- 
ther, forcing himself to believe it atv un^ 
just one, would h^ aUow a hint of it to es- 
cape him. 

As a means of Feanimating her, of €n» 
abling her to shake off the languor that with 
paiA he saw oppressed her, immediately 
after breakfast the ensuing morning he 
proposed a ride — a proposal that was toa. 
agreeable to the party, not to be acceded^ 
to. 

The . day was delightful, one of those 
mild inviting ones that sometimes occur 
even in the very depth of Winter, when ali 

the 
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tlwt sdfln*$fc of Spring i^ems to be restbr'ed^ 
hnd th% ^IMo^t cheated senses luxuriate id 

>|ot si tapotiF floated in the blqe vault^ 
f^hile the Unclduded su» gave a brightness 
to the v^rdiire of the swclling^turf that was 
inexpressibly beautiful ; and again some*- 
thin<r of theiv wonted sounds was heard iii 
tHe vartegat^ shaJes— the warbling of thi 
redbrea^t^ the coding of the stockdove ih 
the pine-tree, afid the scoldfng of the play-i 

|irl sqiiifrreil 

• • > » • >, 

" Drawn from his refuge iri some lonely elm, ' 

That age or injury had holiow'd deep. 

To frisk awhile, ana, bask in the warm sun.** 

Almost imperceptibly ihe harrassed mind 
t>f Emmoline owned'.iis influence; yet so 
infinitely mord' was thfe languid stillness, 
the profound tranquillity that prevailed, 
calculated to^ Booth rather than alleviate- 
ber f«eIijigSiithH iq proportipnf . as her 
potions i^subsid^dj her. meldnchoiy deep^ 
ened. ., 

. k6 The 
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. The pensive softness. it imported toiler 
looks gave her new charnas in ^ eyti of 
the enamoured Edmund; he delighfed in 
witnessing a sensibility^ wtthoiit ibct posV 
session ^f whichj be well knew, tendemesa 
could neither be fully requited or appre-^ 
ciated. Keeping close to her ^e^ he^still, 
from time to time^ reverted to i;be felicity 
he was experiencing. Emmeline wilh -di^ 
ficttlty forbore sighing when listening to 
liim^ so fearful> so distrustful . was she of 
this felicity being destined to be of long 
continiiance. After proceeding some way, 
they entered the wood where she had been 
so bewildered^ and soon after came in sight 
of the ruined fabric where such various 
emotions had been excited in her mind. 
* The solitariness of* its situation, now 
more striking than before^ the forlomnes& 
of its aspect, the air of desolation that per^ 
naded every p^rt, impressed her with sen* 
^tions that caused her to think with renew* 
ed terror pf the moment in which she had 
Apught shelter within its4i:€aFy walls* * 

As 



n 



: Aslier^eyes involuntarily -watidered over 

it, her fdtthcr, who had hitherto continued 

^.little^in the- rear with sir Roland^ rode 

foirwafd to propose their alightinj^, for thjfr 

purpose of partaking of some i^freshmettt 

there. To this proposal no objection 

coilfd be made; accordingly, riding up 

to the gate, they dismounted, and found 

somieof the domestics who had preceded 

them busied in unpacking baskets they 

^d brought from the Castle. 

r Edmttod having lifted Emmeline froni 

her horse, left her for a minute to give 

some directions about his own, while tht 

baron and sir Roland stood-a little aloof, 

viewing a shattered turret,, rendered a pic** 

Uiresque object by its clothing of ivy« 

^Finding herself unobserved at the moment^ 

£afimeline could not bring herself to resist 

the impulse that urged her to enter the pile^ 

for the purpose of ascertaining whether 

her request relative to the unfoi^tunate Hu- 

hert had been attended to* * Not, however, 

without a sbtiddering sensation could^ 



agam 



906 TSECOTHICK BOVnift* 

again set lier foot within if, ^o stfotigTy at 
the instant was the melancholy scene sJie 
had witnessed there recalled to her iiitnd. 
Again she almost fancied she heard tbci^dy* 
ing groans that then wouivdcfd^ b6¥ ea^^ 
igain. behehf the gbasdy vfeage that bad. 
shocked her sight. * 

• Reaching tt^e* chamber where she had dil»« 
covered him^ she patised ; and casing 9 
ftmid gl^ance vrrtb'in k, beheld, to lier ia«» 
expressible dismay, a heap, rcj^cwMing aft 
Xtitnan fbrm^, lyin^g on- the sjp^t w4l«l« he 
had been sti^elched . . 

^ She started ; holy Virgin !' was it- pMsi^- 
Me' — could it be that the frian was4So diesti-^ 
tute of Christian charity as not to have' 
obeyed her instnictian^ ! yet she might! 
be mistaken ; what she saw might c^niy 
be someof the unnecessary garments ofithe* 
deceased, carelessly flung there i^ she wisk^r 
ed to ascertain, yet wanted:>coarage for the^ 
purpose, so terrible wasthe shod&she \iw^ 
aware she must receive from ^ the si^tt o^^ . 
horror 1^ would have to encoii Aler» JStMraid/* 

it 
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Hh^ 99 8})^'bad momeot^ily been led to 

appreh<9n4. 

Whfle deliberating^ wisbiDg, yet dread- 
lag to |iiakc( a<i ^fl%ri for relieving herself 
fxiqx^ incj&rtitqd^ she suddenly fa^ei^ sh^ 
k^rd the tread of approaching £pet< Ter- 
rified at .the thought of being surprised 
\¥fiter^ $be wasi from tlfie confusion sbe wa$ 
CQQ^dent li^* ctrcomstance \«ould occ^r* 
aiort hjer, i^he instinctively entef#d ihe 
qoQtiu 99d bastiily closing tb^ door it stiji 
retained, fled to a staircase abe espjed 
Ibroiugb another, leading to -a • gallery, 
whepce^q ijb^bted not b^ing Able to mak^ 
her way to the one CQitinmnipating with 
the ball; but pn reaching Ihe g^lery, alw 
ag^in beg4P,tp h/^sit^e^ so dismal \v:as its apv 
pe^irance^ or rather sp unwilling did she feel 
t4ai enter the dreary chamberst in which it 
terininat!^d> involved as they were, she saw^ 
by the duj!»ky ray that gained, admission to 
tbp pja^e^ ifl a. still de^per.gl^om. While de^ 
Ijibera ting how to acfi wh^^b^er to retreat op 
a(dvi.<ice, she he^ OA#ai JOl^f A tbe rustllngji 

of 
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of garments behind' her, and torning' with 
' quickness, beheld a dusky figure coining up 
the staircase she had just ascended. Faintly 
shrieking, she involuntarily covered her 
iace with herhands. The next instant some- 
thing seemed to sweep past her, and imme- 
diately after, a low sepulchral voice ex** 
claiilied, " Whv not alone ? Your future 
•fieace of miad requires the explanatian I 
iiave to give ;. to-night, when the clock 
strikes twelv^t expect me in the bower at 
JTrecothick." 

. Hastily withdrawing her haildft ftoth her 
eyes— ** Merciful powers! who speaks?" 
demanded Emmeline, as wildly she glanced 
round her» but without seeing any one; 
neither did any voice reply to thtsdemand* 
Beside herself with terror, she directly fled. 
nor paused till she again found herself ia 
the hall. The wildness with which she 
rushed into it, her spared and haggard looks, 
occasioned no little surprise s^nd alarm to 
those she had left, and who, at the instant, 
had entered in ^%uest of her, ' ' . « 

"Good 
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'* Good Heavena! wliat ;ka« happened ?'' 
in a tone indicative iof tbese 'lieelings^ es- 
claimed Edftnirnd^ asf he hastened to ben 

Sinking against his^hotilder^ ** Notfaingj 
sotbing/' she faintiyarticateied^ '"^ of any 
consequence ; curioitity impcfledme to tit* 
tempt viewing the interior of tins j^ace^ 
and its noxious dfcmp***— ^*' 

Without allowing her tony more^^i^ 
afirighted Edtnund hastily bore her 'to i the 

. door for air; the baron saixioualy foUdwed* 
" The damps !*' he rauisingly reptated ; " I 
should have thought, from your mant^j 
it hi(d been some object of terror you h^d 

, seen.. Yjou were wrong, n^y child, to at- 
tempt a thing of the kind by yourself. 
liOnjg^has this- dreary pile been abandoned 
to decay and jjssolation, in consequence of 
the memory of crimes long since comtqitti^ 
in it — long has it been reported the haunt 
of unquiet, spirits, a place unsafb for any 
to pry too narrowly into." 

Emmeline shuddered, and with difficulty 

^could suppre^ the disclosure oft^e incident 

that 
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tkat h^db so teifrl^ed' hictp a^feiir • ^oF ^ » he* 
-4raying. her -into mrerthan die wnhed to 
re veni atone deterred Iter : she i kneH< ii ot 
. Kvhtt to thinks whetheriortio to bclievd the 
^ eYidence^of hetaeMes; »tf imagihevhet sdie 
^had. bceid mteiided.forih6r;e»r. 
. -WitkoQtomerfaining;' ehe- feh,- ir6w the 
surmises it had - eaqsedi^ she ' xrerer mete 
V Aould 'enjoy pee^e ;. ebd^aecotdingly de« 
daarfnined, 4crrific(asiWas^tbeidea/on heinfg 
. atvtbe^BoAMnat ' i4ie -appoititedl h6«ir» ^ofi- 
i ctmngiA0'9hi}tMhe^^le to veffi«^ io It 
t'mia:<wayilbatfwould^0t€t)t berHbel^go^r* 
» prised; skonid what had ; happened * prove 
^ttw icphtrtraoce nof some- one 'inedi^iating 
.itiitsGhief aj^tnst herl ; » ' 

. iFuUi of vague fears^ .- of etrait^riiQisgir-* 
ItHgs^tOfbe compelled^ to coiivesse wrpBcn-* 
tin \ i in rthe eottreme. The iheoessh^r dnnr-^ 
ieTcr» there intas .for making exrertieos/tb' 
vcotYceal ihe .state . of mind she was tthen m^ 



vas too obviouisnotio indece'hertO'dosD}; 
jg;reater<tban she v^s alivudSt equal to> she 
^was compi^Iled to make this day^. piwingti> 
, ; a festive 



% 

. tie ;ffit,%\f,fmf;h.ih^^\^rQilLp^^^ 

not aliowanf^e^ven^G^iT^tetf^tingiahb 
^ip^ to take fih<^ m\\^u\9ffmtk}^d ofce^ 
^'l^bratiott,,Q^34;st;ng^ WHW^»W^ 

^^ccoTdwgJy,tIje,,gate*.4Kcrij «gain,tbrQf9i 

- MHgM;9wr the jigaryii^. bq^;'\ a^d f^o 

virg^n& M4he. dan^e.. . . , , j, 

; As ..EpiOT^liqe , n,ow ^ip^pcit^ily . flftngj^ 

.^ji> it> st^ecould notavaid re^^^tirfg, that tlye 

^3^t time she «had djcin/s ^^o , was wUh. lofyl 

.Seber^ham-^with jhim,, v^hp, ilii$iKed w{^ 

jputh^suad ^^tb«<had 4tien,]ap^ forward 

to y€;ajrs<^fi)appiQe$s. Th^ dismal thaugbt}»« 

^the moui:Q&il iinajs^es that accoinpari|ed t^^jp 

tecollectiox), made ,her ^shudder; iu)r .was 

^erempti({n lessen^ j)y die idea of the 

disrespect tjie g^ety $he vw engaged ia 

compelled J)^r tp accuaeherself of 4$he,^ing 

to bU joiemQiry. Jtue^ ^ i^ad i^ver.pp^;^ 

I sessed 
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sesseA her esteem or love-— never been 4c^-r 

* scfrving of either ; but still she cbuld no^.. 

'- think of the tie that' had ilnited them vrith^'* 

' out feeling shocked at the thought of 'io 

TOon seeming jb have forjgot bim.' ? 

At length the momferir f6r breaking up 
arrived'; just as' the ^tes Were closing,;the 
'clock sihick elevehfj^'Jnd instantly Emme- 
^ line fled to her chamber, to prepai'e for her 
'visit to the bower. Not without iieight- 
encd dismay did she persevere in her reso- 
lution of repairing to' itf but nothing else^ 
the reflected, could remove the torturing 
incertitude she laboured under/ and rathiir 
than endure which she felt there was no* 
thing almost she could not brave. Having 
secured her door, in order to prevent any 
unpleasant discovery, though, from the late- 
ness of the hour, there was but little danger 
of thi?, she unclosed a window, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the kind of night it 
tvas. The thoon was up ; but drifting 
clouds continually floating over it, allowed 
its pale face to be seen but at intervals. 

£mmeline« 

f 
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£mme1ine« howevier> knew not that this was 
a jcfrcumstance to be regretted, unassured 
a^ she was that darkness inigbt not be^^ 
friend her. ' She listened almost with sus- 
pended Tespirafion, but nothing m^t her 
ear, save the murmur of the winji through 
the trees, and the sound of closing doors^ 
and retiring footsteps within the Castle. 
In this way she continued till nearly th^ 
lapse of another hour, when xecommend- 
ing herself to the protection of her guar* 
dian saint, and throwing a mantle over her 
shoulders, she softly unbarred a door lead- 
ing, by a narrow flight of stairs, to a small 
hall, opening immediately to the garden. 
The. Castle was seated on an eminence, and 
the descent to this was laid out in terraces, 
shaded with high luxuriant trees, whence 
various walks extended, intermixed with 
arches of variegated hollies, here and there 
r divided by groves traversed with allies; 
the whole ending in a thick shrubbery, 
in the centre of which, where, from the 
closeness of the shades^ tbp light could^ 

scarcely 
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scarcely penetrate, stood tne bower, otcn 
run with ivy,' and well adaptcfd^lfrbtn its so- 
litude and gloom/ for meditation/ and:/the 
indulgence of melancholy. To approach 
the Tonety and sequestere<l'sp6t it stood in, 
at such an hour, required* no tittle resolu- 
tion. More than once the courage of Em- 
neline. nearly failed her; and but for the 
powerftil" consideration that urged lier for- 
ward, the cpnviction that without ascertain* 
ing whether the words which she had heard 
in the ruin were addressed \o her, " shfe 
never should know peace again,** she pro- 
bably would not have been able to prevail 

on herself to proceed. 

•" ♦ ■ »^ » ■ 

Af the chill breeze murmured, and the 
high trees rustled in it, she stiHstarfed and 
trembled ; nor could forbear Iboking back 
from time to time at the Castle, as if there 
was something of safety associVfed with the 
very sight of it. At length,' reaching the 
shrubbery, instead of advancing immedi- 
ately through it, she turned intb a circui- 
tous path, that/'without blloWing lier ap- 
proach 
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pitincb. to ftfae. bower to be seen/' vroUld 
bring:herito;it Her .heart now began to 
beat with redoubled quickness, and for a 
mqunent^after sheiiad reached th€ tiermina- 

' i • 

tion of the path, she was Btvable to moVe ; 
th$tL:suiamomng ali^ her' courage tt> her 
aid, she cautiously stepped forward, and 
thtougih the massy- folia^^ the place^ en^ 
deavoured to obtain a view of ibe {tit4srior ; 
for. a mimite^. however,^ this > was Impos- 
sible, owing to a sudden ,i:Ioud over Jhe 
moon rdispersiog then, the: breaking forth 
agaiu of night's, respleridetit luminary per-^ 
mitted her to behold a figure resembling 
the one she had seen in. the ruin standing 
in a musing attitude near the entrance^ 

,\Vith difficulty suppressing an exclama- 
tion of teiTor, she -involuntarily recoiled; 
a glimpse. of her receding form,: however,' 
had been caught, and ere she could efiect 
her iretreat, the mysterious figure had Mart* 
ed forward. 

" You would fly me then!** he Exclaim- 
ed; '' but I must be heard, £or J come-^" 

" From 
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''From whom?" faintly demanded ' the 
shuddering Emmeline, catching at a. tree 
for support. 

" From Sebergham/' he replied^ in a 
loud authoritative lone. 

'' From the dead !*' shrieked Emmeline, 

« - » 

and fell senseless at his feet. 

Recovering, she found herself supposed 
by him ; she uplifted her eyes to his face ; 
she doubted their evidence, for suddenly 
she imagined she beheld in his features 
those of sir Ingelram, her kiiymari. '' But 
no; it cannot be," she wildly cried,' start- 
ing from his grasp, '* and yet- — ^•' 

*' You are not mistjdcen,** he added^ 
finishing the sentence for her, withra smile 
so peculiar to him— a smile of mingled bit- 
terness and acrimony, as at once to put her 
out of doubt ; '^ it is your cousin you indeed 
see; but no wonder you should have 
thought yourself mistaken, solittle, certain- 
ly, c.ould you haveexpedted to haveseen him 
here at such an hour, and in this disguise." 

" Little indeed," repeated the bewilder- 
ed 



1 



^ii EcnmeUne;. ''but/' faltering as she pro- 
ceeded, '* you mentioned a name— you 
:Wd that you cam'e—- - — ** 

*' From your husband,*' "he rejoined, 
with quickness.. 

" Ah!" exclaimed £mmelin6j recoHin; 
> few paces, atodinvoluntai'ily coveting her 
Tace with her hands. 

*' Yes, Tromlord Sebergham,** headded; 
^''^r whb* imagined Tate, I iind^ :" 

*' Imagined !** . shneked firtimelinc ; 
^'powers of mtrcy '! what do 1 hear ? Ima- 
'gined!" she repeated^ ^' but aq, it can- 
Tiot be ]^ sinking on Iter knees at his feet, 
^' for I was assiared ef 'his deatb~assured 

'^y — -" 

•* No matter by whom,^' abruptly inter- 

;rapted sir higelram ; '' be it by saint or 

' devil, they deceived yoo, for lord Se- 

Ijergham still live^ to claim his beauteous 

bride/' 

^' Am I to believe y6u ?" demanded the 
trembling Emmeline; ** in pity, in mercy, 
be explicit, that I may know my fafe/' 

VOL, u. L '* Why, 
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'' Wh y, you must know^ tliat almost Ijy 4 
mii'acle, his lordship was ^aved fFom the 
wreck ; for I take it for granted, that who- 
ever informed you of his deaths informed 
you of the manner in which it was sup- 
"posed to havebeqn incurred. By axhancfe 
not necessary now to explain, I happene^i 
to be at the place >y)iitiier he was brought:;^ 
we were pr^vioiisly- known lo each other, 
atid immediately ^recognising me, he|iad 
no hesitation in confiding to me his mar- 
riage, and exaqt.fi tuiJtiori 7 and entreating 
that T might be ih^ bearer' of a message to 
you, tequesting a private meeting, for 
the purpose of consulting you relative to 
th6 place you would like to settle in abroad, ' 
it not being ^isinjtentipriT to disclose your 
manriageitU| he Jip prpvidcd a suitable re- 
sidetlce for you-.. "Wba^t be desired, I rea- 
dily undertook; but aware of the necessity 
of an immediate .return to him, 9Qd that 
I could not make as ^hort a stay here as cir- 
cumstaiKje^t^^ynapde^ wiUiQUit probably of- 
fendinig the baron,,! resolved on coming 

liither 
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%hfwr in Secret. Af^w miles offj my hofse 
"met with an accident^ which rendering it 
impossible for me to' pursue the renmindef 
of my journey, leittept on foot, I was led 
^t6 addreiSs a letter to you, desiritig, after 
first crijoining you to silence/ rfehtive to 
' it, a ^neetitig with you, as soon as possi- 
Ayle after thc^teceipt of it, in*the ruin m 
'the wood ; but that it never reached your 
hand, notwithstanding the assurance to that 
effect of the peasant who undertook deliver- 
■ing if, I ani inclined to l)elieve, from the. 
terror arid surprise ypu man ties ted at be- 
holding me there; I was, however, of a 
different opinion on first catching a glimpse 
of you at the pla<^e of appointpient. The* 
-moment my messenger returned, I repaired 
thither, but had not been long there, when* 
owing to the solitude and stillness of the 
place, I fell asle^fep; a noise suddenly 
awoke me, and Starting up, I beheld you 
passing through the chamber; I instantly 
followed, under thefirm conviction of being 
expected by you ; but had scarcely reached 

9.9 the 
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the galleiy, where I supposed you awaiting 
me^ ere the sound of feet in another part 
of the building causing me to dread a sur* 
prisejl hastily T-etreated, without allowing 
myself time«to say more than -the necessity 
there was for this con ference/' 

Mute and motionless ^did Emmeline/ihe 
heart-struck Emmeline^ listen to him. Had 
she obeyed the impulse -of ^her ^feelings, 
she. would at once> on hisxondluding, have 
protested against ever .beholding lord Se- 
bergham .more .; hurt a dread of provoking 
him to some act^f violence^ by refusing the 
required meetings to something that might 
be a means of defeating the plan that had 
hastily suggested itself to her^ for avoiding 
all further intercourse with him« deterred 
her. 

Yet more terriblethan 4t&ih to her itna* 
gination was .the idea of the desired ^eonfe- 
r^nce, ^f again beholding him who had 
wosed :her to the destruction of iter earthly 
happiness^ and who^ in his sights in whose 
eyes 4he intention constitutes the crime^ 

m ust^ 
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must, she shudderingly reflected, be cort* 
siBered as a murderen Rather, however, 
tKanrun the risk of provoking his resenf- 
.ment, sheTorced herself to decide on grant- 
ing it. 

The ensuing rright; at th6 same how, she 

promised to meet him in the apartmelit 

'. underneath l|er chamber — a promise which 

sir Ingelram had no sooner received than 

he departed: - 

Not immediately, however, did E'mme- 
Hne quit the solitary spot in which he had 
left her; iixedin agony, she remained for 
8omeminutesthere» with her eyes despaii^- 
ingly upraised to heaven — **' Yet none, ob- 
none," she sighingly exctdimed, ^ havie I 
to accuse for my misery but myself. Early 
was I taught that the fruits of rashness and' 
insincerity are sufTering and repentance; 
. Hut the precepts were disregarded, and the 
punishment^ of neglected admonition i» 
mine.'* 

But heavy as this was, she trembled to think 
af the. possibility there was of its being still 

x»-3^'^ more 
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morcsevcre; fromthelittte delayv however};.^ 
lord S^berghani. proposed making 151 the^ 
Icingdom^^he trusted the escape of £dmund. 
would not yet reach hiin, that he would re* 
main ignorant of it till she had time- to* 
carry her projected plan into effect; 

Immediately after the promised inters 
ifiew^ she determined on retiring into aeon*- 
vent; no seclusion^ no soHtude, beings 
half so terrible to her imagination as the: 
idea of passing her life with a man whom 
she could neither esteem nor love- — on the^ 
contrary, whom she held in terror and ab- 
horrence, from his attempt on the lifeofT 
him she held so dean 

Amidst her wretchedness, however, she- 
could not help' rejoicing that no hin^ of; 
her intended" marriage had transpired, sa* 
great an additioa to her misery would the 
shame she was aware she should now havo 
lelt from the circumstance been. ' 

Longer than till after the interview^witK 
lord Sebergham to conceal her unhappy si- 
tuation from her father she s^w to beimposs^ 

blei 
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Brq;jmd no small aggravation of the 
wretchedness it occasioned was the idea of 
the feelings it was likely to excite m his 
xnmd. 

* ' « • ) -• * « • 

But determining^ »s she did^ from consi- 

deration for his safety, not to reveal it till 

* , J, ■ ' . 

the day after the next, how- w^s sh^ bewil- 
dered in endeavouring ta think of some ex* 
W3e for postponing her projected marriage, 

. which, as may be rebollicted, the ensuing 
one was fixed on Xor the celebration of! 

Illness was the only one. she could think' 
of for the purpose, and which, from wha^' 
rfie felt, she was convinced would not be - 
deemed a.' pretendea one, should, she be 
seen." . " " ' 

It was her intention/howevqr, to seclude 
lierself in her chamber, stern virtue and 

' propriety, after the discovery that had taken^^ 
place, interdicting air further intercoarse 
between her and Edmund; but oh !. how 
acute was her agony at the idea of no more 
beholding hipi~no qdore being sooted by 
bijSLspft endearments, or .listening to the 

L 4v ' .meJting;^ 
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melting, mtssic of his Toice ! but to atMMr 
for the past^ to appease the indignation i^ 
must excite^ to retrieve her injured fanse,. 
k was reqnisite she should for eyer fly hkn^. 
shroud herself within walls which lie coukt- 
not penetrate..' " 

But when he heard of her apparent* in- 
constancy^ would'hehave[awish to intrude 
on her retirement^ No> no ; she coulidi 
not flatter herself he would, could not 
imagine but that she shonldbe indignaiitfy 
expelled from hjs heart as unworthy of a 
place in it. 
- To wish the contrary, to wish fie might 
retain a lingering tenderness fbr her, she 
felt would be selfish,.and yet she could not 
prevent gushing tears at the idea of bevhg,^ 
soon forgotten by him — of another, in the\. 
new^ scenes into which he would hurry on 
receiving the explanation -that awaited' 
him, being allowed to supplant her in hfs. 
afiections. 

Alas ! how soon, she couTd not avoid 
reflecting, were her prospects closed,' her 

doom 
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^oora decided! ere yet Fer*^ noon was at 
hand, her sun aprpeared 'set for ever. 

But not entirely for herself did she weep; 
could she have imagined- that m>ne would 
hiave suffered through her me^ns fetit her- 
self, she would have been able to have inet> 
with some degree of composure, what she 
deemed a merited infliction ; but the idea 
of this sufferings her sorrows would be the 
otcasion of to others^ to her inditlgetit pa* 
rent; and probably, for a time, to Edmund, 
the noble-minded, and long*-tried Edmund, 
deprived^ her almost^ of . alii command over 
herself/ 

Not to rest, biit to the better digestftig 
of her plans, was- the- remainder of the^ 
night devoted,^ on returning to h^r cham- 
ber. With mingled sensations she at length- 
saw the dawn approaching,* that but the^ 
preceding day she had fondly Mattered her- 
self *would have ushered in' her bridal. one - 
with Edmunds 

She now no longer hesitated peimi'ng 
a Jew lines t(> her father, explanatory of the 

h5 necessity. 
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necoBsily there was. for the intended nxtpr 
tials being postponed, in consequence of 
a sudden indisposition she had been seized 
with, which precluded her even leaving;, 
her chamber. 

At the usual hour, Maud made her ap- 
pearance ; and having informed her of her 
being taken ill, . Emmeline delivered her 
billet to the baron to her, with a charge 
not to delay giving it to him immediately.. 

Fearful, however, from knowing . th^l , 
Maud was much given to loiter, that this^. 
charge might not be attended to, she follow- 
ed, un perceived^ to thehead of thestairs^ and 
finding, as she bad apprehended,, that she 
had stopped in the hall to enter into a gos* 
sip with some of the servants, was about 
descending a few steps, for the purpose of 
calling to. her, when the unexpected sight 
of Edmund, issuing from a chamber on the 
landing-place, made her start back with 
confusion and dismay. - 

Flying up the staircase, ere she could re-^ 
gain her own he seized her hand,, and not- 
withstanding 
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witlistanding an.. i»voJiintjii*y effort she 
made to disengage it» succeeded in drawing^., 
her into an adjoiningvanti^hambl^rr.. 

" Why- attempted my Erhmeline/" he 
asked^ in a tone of tender, reproach, " to 
draw back ? I would chide her, but that I 
am persuaded if she knew how impatiently, 
how anxiously I have- beea watching for 
this moment, she would not have done so ; 
yet with ^ what reluctance ^ould I reveal 
what ha& rendered me so solicitous for it, 
but for the confidence I repose in her afTw*' 
tion and generosity ! Ah! mylove^even^ 
destitute almost of expectation is, the man * 
to whom your hand is promised— that band 
which the most illustrious might think 
t4iemselvea ^ exalted by^ receiving,, Tl^is 
morning, ere.my* eyes-were well opened, 
a-^etter was delivered meTrom lord Pen- 
dennis, informing me i^t Jie had: been so 
Ailly convinced, l^ pe^ction,tbat the pro- 
mise he had: made tOr my friend' sir Roland 
was one that could- not>- with prudence or 
pfopriety, be adhered to, that i he cpuld: 
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^ not think of keeping it->-s proof that iit 
making it he had alone been swayed by sei* 
fish motives. His declining to interferein 
the business almost forbids the indulgence 
of hope relative to the restoration of my 
birthright; so Kttle chance do I conceive' 
there h, from my knowledge of the dispo** 
sition of the haughty and implacable Ed- , 
ward, of sirRoland'S'Spplication in my be- 
half being attended to withont being back- 
' ed by some one of interest ; if^ however, 
you do not regret the thought of allying 
your fortunes to a man now almost hope* 
less of ever possessing aught but ihe un- 
blemished reputation of his ancestors^ my 
apprehended disappointment will not be 
so great a source of unhappiness as must * 
otherwise be the case." 

Emmeline hesitated ; what could she say ? . 
how give him assurances her actions must - 
immediately contradict ? . all that she ever 
feh of distress was slight, compared to what 
she experienced in this excruciating mo- 
ment of embarrassment ; how did she re- 
gret 



gret havibg suffered herself to be tempted 
hy any circumstance to run the risk of again 
encountering hkn !' how shrink in agony 
from the thought of what be would shortly 
be led to think of her ! Yes, she-could not 
doubts that from this conversation ha^iring 
preceded his knowledge of her billet to her . 
father, that the request it contained would 
be linptited to the disclosure he had made 
her — to a sudden revolution in her sen^- 
timents, owing to the anticipated disap* 
pointroent of his expectations, and that in 
consequence she would be considered uU 
terly unwofthy of his esteem or tenderness* 

*' Will you not grant me the happiness of 
saying you do not repent your promise to 
me >'' he cried, but in a tone, and with a 
look, that fully intimated bis not needing 
the ^8urance--«a tone, a look of fond secu* 
2ity> after waiting a minute in evident ex- 
pectation of hearing her speak. 

*• Repent !*' she repeated, finding her- 
self thus compelled to reply; ''no! Heaven 
is my witness!" She stopped; recollected 

herself; 
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herself; and in agonic at bein^ untt^f ^ 
cessity of checking the effusions of her- 
heart, wrested her hand fi^om him^ and fledi 
to her apartment. 

Scarcely. had she entered it, ere she re-* 
gretted having quitted him in such a man* 
nex— " Yet wh^t was I to do?'* ^he. cried,. . 
as despairingly she wrung her hands ; '' had ^ 
I longer remained, could I 'have avoided : 

• 

giving utterance to what my heart dictated^ . 
and thus doomed myself, from what is to^^ 
fbllow, to a stHl greater impiitation of in^ 
consistency and deceitftllness? Qh ! with < 
what ti;uth could I have given the assurance - 
that was required of me! but this wJU now > 
never be believed ; and to my other sor- 
rows will be added that I must expertence * 
from the conviction of being deemed un- 
worthy of a place in the recollection- of hiii^ ? 
I must for ever love. Ah ! had it been ^ 
granted me to have compensated to him for 
the cruelty of fortune, how great would i 
|iave been tny joy and eicultatipnJ" 

How it was likely «he would act upon the - 

disclosure.' 
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diseldsure of her billet, or rather, in con^ 
sequence of the surmises she could pot 
doubt its occasiiQijPiuig«J>egaQt(> occupy her 
thoughts. ' From his pride and natural- 
warmth, she was led to imagine, he would ; 
immediately depart ff:om the Castte. 

She could* not avoid hoping he might/sa 
much di4 sb^ dr^ad the idea of encounter-- 
xBg him agaiii% 

1 To.preventall risk of this^as well as of 
being betrayed into the power of loM Se* 
b^rgham, she persevered in her determie 
nation of retiring into a convent immedK 
,diately after her intended explanation with 
her father — ah explanation that she could 
«ot think of without dismay; 
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chap; x: 



<< Think'st tbott FO aiake a life of jealousj f : 
To follow still the changes of the mooa ^ - 
Withfreih^tirniiaes? . No^ iM> be oooe in doabt^ { . 
Js to be re9olv!cU>' 

A' KIND of vagrre aKrm pei*vaded-4he hb^ 
som of Edmund at the conduct of Ename*^ 
line. Her hesitation, the manner in whicTi 
she had shunned his looks,, above all, her 
precrpitate retreat, excited fears that shoolT 
his frame with agitation; yet despite of 
appearances, could he hardly hdp believ* 
ing he wronged her by admitting tbem> 
by entertaining even a daubl of her truth. 
or disinterestedness. Ere, however, he 
availed himself of her promise,. he resolv-*^ 
ed on being fully satisfied that it was one 
she did not regret*— one that love alone 
# ^ bad 



kad actuated ^er to give ; nothing eke 
could satisfy bis pride ordelicacy ;- not all 
the bliss he had pictured to himself from 
her possession induce him to desire the* 
fulfilment of it^ without siicb an assurance. 
But how^ without running Ae risk of of^ 
fending^ was this necessary assurance to-be- 
obtained^ so indicative of injurious doubts 
must its requiring be ? While pondering, 
on the subject^ he received a summons to 
the barony to whom already he had shewn 
the lett^ of lord Pendennis* 

Obeying it with something of a presage^ 
ful feelings the bilfet ef Emmeline wa» put» 
into bis hand;, and as soon as it was suppos- 
ed he had cast his eyes over it> the bason^ 
proceeded to inform him> that he was con^ 
eerned to say the appearance of his dauglir 
ter, whom he had been to visit in her cham- 
ber^ too fully corroborated its statement nor 
to make him think it absolutely ex^pedient 
that the request it contained should be com«-. 
plied with. ^ 

** Cer4ainly/* was the ansyrer heTecciyetf^ 

fionic 
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from the pale and quivering lips of EdP- 
mund^ confirmed in every doubt and inju-^ 
rious misgiving by it; " certainly.>" here* 
peated;. but with a calmness and compo-^ 
sure that completely deceived the baron — r 
the calmness and composure, of indfgnant: 
prpe/of disdainful scorn. 

" Yes, I had no doiibt of your lining jn^ 
duced to think so by my representation. 
Well, I am happy to see you bear the de- 
lay of your felicity with so much patience; 
for doing so, however, I trust you will be 
rewarded by finding it but a short one; for 
though the illness jof Emmeline is severe, I 
flatter myself it will be but transient, and;« 
then " 

Unable toendure the mention of an event^ 
he could no longer entertain a hope of, Ed- 
mund now hastily interrupted him, to beg 
permission to retire, for the purpose, he pre- 
tended, of acquainting sir Kolandj who hadJ' 
not yet left his chamber, of the postpone* 

ment, he forced hinxsdf to add, of hi& hapr- 

pmess* • 

Whau 
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What he desired beins: obtained, he pre- 

€ipitate?y withdrew ; But though the reso- 
lution he. had formed rendered himlmpa- 
tient to comniunicate the overt4irbw of his 
hopes, to liis* friend, he was not able for 
some minutes to subdue his emotions suf- 
ficiently tp collect .himself for the purpose. 
Scarce could he believe the evidence of his 
senses— scarce that he was not under the in- 
fluence of some distressing dream, sp al- 
most incredible appeared the selfishness he 
was nov^ Jed by circumstances to attribute 
to the wihappy Emmeline r for as she had 
feared, had imagined, to his disclosure to 
her he entirely imputed the billet he had: 
been shewn. 

When at length he entered the chamber' 
of sir Roland^ his wild and haggard, counte- 
nance startled aiid surprised him — '* Good; 
,God !" he eagerly ejaculated, casting aside a 
book he was reading, " what i^ the matter ?- 
or rather, hpwcan you let what has happen- - 
td (for with the letter of IprdPendenni^ 

h€b 
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fie was acquainted) aflect you. in si>ch a? 
manner ?"^ 

** You err in supposFng ithasj'* replied'* 
Edmund ; ** no/' in a tone of bitterness- 
he added^. " where my laitFv wa»>smallj nly 
disappointment couid not be great; il is- 
not strangers, but those whonti loved, on- 
whom my very soul was lavished; that have * 
been destined to make me feel' the anguish^ 
that is attendant, on misplaced confidence,. 
Whatwillyou think, what will you say, when* 
Linform you that Emmeline — Emmeline,, 
whose treacherous smiles gave rise to such/ 
extatic hopes, has proved herselfa mere^ 
worshipper of that idol that has to mebeea. 
so unkind !" 

'' Explain yourself,** cried sir .Roland,. 

• - - 

with evident eovotion ; ." if Emmeline prove * 
false — 



»*- 



*' If," repeated Edmund; with a burst of: 

indignant anguish ; ^' oh that it could 

admit of a doubt l But you shall hear what 

£haye to reveal, and whether Lhave unjiistfy 

accQsedi 
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^WDcused her; y€>u 4¥ill4hen be better able 
^o dtqciae." 

, AccardiDgly 'he briefly commimTcated 
';what had hafipened:; sir Roland -listened to 
hita with an attention 'that TnfTy indicated 
'^the. interest he look ifi "his happTness. 
When he haij concluded — ** Appearances 
^certainly are against 'her/' he said ; ^* but 
''\vhere happiness is at stake/one should not 
entirely be influenced by Ihem. Suppos- 
ing, however, it to be as you think, that slj« 
^has wavered in consequence oF deeming 
•your expectations at an end, still the pro- 
mise she has pljgfttcd -gives you a right to 
her hana^** 

'' A righf!" exclaimed tlieagttated youtTi, 
starting from the chair on which he had 
thrown himself!; '*<and think you I could hav« 
themeanness toaaseftlt-^thatany considera- 
tion could induce me toiacur^he imputa- 
ition of being influenced by sordid views, as 
^asverting this right, mtuated as I now am, 
wouM undoubtedly occasion me to do? — 
True to his word, he soon returned to say 

that 
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-oh! if you do, by Heaven yoti wrong me*?' 
Ko; though existence itself depende|[ oir 
vpossessing her, I would not; the revolting 
pride of my nd^ure would not permit lafc 
^o we for her hand, or ratjier compel b^r 
to give it.. But think not, my friepd, my 
trovi only friend, I believe," perceivi^g^sir 
ildland looked hurt, /^ that any indirect re- 
proach is meant to you by what I have said 
— no; I am too well aware of your sug* 
gestion being owing to a mistaken idea of 
ray passion being insurmountable, and con- 
sequently that my happiness depended on 
the projected union taking place, for me 
to allowany thing of the kind to escape me/' 

*' No, I did not wrongyou,"/6aid sir Ro- 
land, warmly ; ''and yet how. can I affirm so, 
when I conceived you not equal to the ef- 
fort of expelling an unworthy object from 
your heart ? — trust me, J rejoice to find my- 
self mistaken ; so gre^t a proof of weak- 
ness should X in reality have deemed a con- 
trary conduct." 

'' Resolutions opposed by the heart are 

but 



%ut too apt to b^ subdued/' said Edmund. 
•^Tojavoid/theiJefore, therisk of minebeing 
-shaken^ it is my intention to quit this imme- 
diately ; and when I get to a certain distance 
from the Castlej addressing an explanatory 
<letterto the b^ron. Jacques must be ordered 
»to prepare; out horses private1y>and conduct 
them to isome place where we may reach 
*them unperceived ; for I am too w^U aware 
'*t>f th€ emotions likely to be excited by a 
^personal explanation with the baron not to 
earnestly wish to avoid it, which, of course, 
I can only do by preventing his being ap- 
;|)rized ofray intention "of departing/' 
> ; Sir Roland acquiescing in tbet prp.priety, 
or rather prudence, of this determtnation, 
for since resolved on relinquishing Emme- 
line, from a belief of her regretting their 
engagement, heconeeivejd it woiild be folly 
to subject himself to arguments that might 
render his doing so still more painful^ 
Jacques was summoned, and receiving the 
^necessary instructions, promised to be ex- 
peditious in obeying them. 

True 
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that ali was ready, and he bad succeeded fn 
"getting the liorses to a private spot, where 
there was no datiger of being discovered.' 

Sir Boliitid and l^oHind havii^g employ^ 
«d themselves diinng his absence in prepa* 
ring for their departure, there was nothing 
now to delay it. The only way he had as- 
certained tn which they could leave €he Cos* 
tie unobserved was through the -chapel, and 
accordingly he now led the way thither. 

Edmund started,andinvohintarily sfarunlc 
back on entering it, shocked by the sight 
of a place, that, having been fixed on forthe 
completion of his happiness, reminded him 
more forcibly than any other of the disap- 
pointment he had sustained — " Oh God !" 
in bitterness of soul he sighed, waving 
to sir Boland to proceed, Vhb, finding 
he lingered, had also paused, '* how uii* 
certain, how delusive are the hopes of 
man ! But this very morning, and what a 
thrill of rapturedidlexperience^t the sight 
of theseburnished windows, from the ideas I 
was indulging ! Yet, Heaven is my witnesss^ 

I bear 
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I bearnoresebtment to her whd hassasud- 
denly made me feel the anguish of disap- 
poiniment. . No, Emm^elrae, here, where I 
bad hoped our vows would have been, 
plight^ — here, most fervently I pray, that 
all the happiness I pictured to myself their 
interchange . would have been productive 
trf may be thine ! — that on one less devoted 
to thee fhy hand may never be bestowed !*' 
He harried forward through clustered 
pillars, vbedepked with many a banner of 
her house, gently rustling in the morning 
breeze as it gained admission to the place 
through the half-opened door, over the 
4(c^lptured monuments of those to whom 
they had once belonged. 
. . The grandeur he here vutsess^ was of 
too melancholy a description, too solemn, 
too impressive, not to heighten his sadness, 
to tender still more overwhelming his feel* 
ingfi- Again involuntarily pauiing within 
a few paces of the door — ^' Am I then for 
ever quitting this hospitable roof!" almost 
VOL. u. w unnerved. 
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unnerved, he exdainied; "' for evet feJin* 
<]ukhii>g the deHghttul hopes I so fondly 
indulged! but rherd is no otHer ivdy of 
iivotding self-degradation than by tearing 
myself from it. Farewell the», Etniweline/' 
he despairingly cried, as tf at the liromenl 
she was present to Ms view; '^ tal'ewelt 
then/' rushing out^shie spoke, *^ for cViJr^.** 

He speedily overtook his friend; and 
soon reaching the place where the horses 
were. stationed, they hastily mounted; and 
followed by Jacques, set off at Tull gallop. 
As soon, hdwcver^as they had got to a sxiflB* 
cient distance from the Castle to free thert 
from their apprehension of •encountering 
any one belonging to it, their speed was 
slackened, for the purpose of allowing -the 
irnew^ of their conversation. * ' 

Edmtiaid, by this ttine 'recovered from 
the^mbtion that- had nearly overcome him 
at the noitietit of departing, was able to 
disconcse .with ca^mneis oti the plans to be 
pursued ; dn^ place t)f 'the sudden tide of 

• softness 
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softness that had nearly overwJhelmcd^him, 
a krnd of stern incfignation pervaded his 
soa]^ such as was well calculated to prevent 
any return of, weakness. 

They were within a short^istance^fthe 
place %vhere he purposed 'alighting, in or- 
der to wrire to lord Trecothick, wbcti a 
peasant boy suddenly accosted him, for Ihe 
purpose of delivering a letter from Ihe 
Castle of Pendennis, and which he prodi- 
ced« as he spoki^^ from his bosom. 

Not without a$ensation of surprise did Ed- 
mund extend his hand for it~a feeling not 
lessened when, on casting his eyes over ir, 
he perceived the ^ignatute was that of one 
of lord Pendennis's daughters; eagerly* in 
consequence, he began to peruse the con- 
tents, which .were as follow : — 



*' Nothing, I atn well awariB/*but 
the motive that occasions if, could excise 
the impropriety of this address; but wKet^ 

M 2 . the 
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the former is considered, as I cannot avoid 
persuading myself it will^ I am not with* 
out hopes that the lattermay be overlpol^- 
ed. 

'* Who .1 am, the signatur/e will reveal, 
and that explained, all wonder at my being 
acquainted with the story of lord Lestwith* 
k^'f %qn will cease. Not to feel for his 
liamprited deprivations were impossible; 

.prompted, fay the regret they have inspired, 
to wish to serve him, I have bethought my- 

. self of a plan for the purpose, the feasibi* 

• lUy of which has occasioned this letter; le$t 
ptherwise the one I am aware, of his having 
received this morning might lead to some 

* rash resolution at his side. 

. I ./'With lord Easterling,aHd his great in- 
fluence over the king, he is doubtless, ac- 
quainted, from his long intercourse with 
those who compose the court« ^ For some 
J jimepa;^, this nobleman has thought pro« 
..|icf to distinguish me by his attentioos» 
yM^ ; hitherto, without their meeting w^th 
-^ ft that 



\ 
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that retwi»n, which, in the opinion of some, 
perhaps, they might be deemed deserv- 
WgOt ' 

" The sudden idea, however, that by con- 
qufertrtg my averseness to them I might ob- 
tain you a friend, has induced me to attempt 
a thing of the kind; for what is tb^re I would 
riot— that is — I mean what is there one 
would not gladly do, to obtain the power 
pffeervlnga person injured without cause?. 

'* To be explicit, I have sounded his 
lordihip on the subject, giving him to un- 
derstand that a certain proof of complais* 
ante from him will probably be rewarded 
¥rith a simifar one from me ; and have re- 
ceived an assurance that fully warrants my 
indulging hope, which that in this instance 
it may not be ' disappointed is my de-* 
vout prayer ; should it be, in vain shall I 

have sacrificed but what am I saying? 

the hurry and agitation' in which I write^ 
lest of a surprise, has caused me to ex* 
press myself very inadvertently; but 
though, as you may suppose from this 

M 3 dread. 
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dreads anxious to conclude^ I cannot brin^ 
myselF to do so without first beseeching 
you nof to ]et this letter be considered in 
the light of a comment on the conduct of 
wy father. Persons encumbered with the 
cares of a family often meet with things 
that make them act contrary to the real 
feelings of their nature: Should you wish 
to return any kind of answer to thist^ you 
may safely entrust it to the bearier, my 
foster-brother^ and on whose fidelity and 
discretion the greatest reliance may b(i 
placed. Farewell ! may the taints liave 
you in their holy keeping ! and tc^H the 
noble friend that has so mammhf interest^ 
himself for you^ that he is respectfuUji 
greeted by 

^' IsABtt Madoc.** 



. Good Heavens! what were thcf fseliogt 
of the susceptible, the enthusiastic Edmond 
at the perusal of this letter> at the. sacrifice 
It evinced to htm a parson^ wbosQ regard 

he 
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be never had had an opportunity of culti<r 
vating, was ready to make for him ! How 
were they heightened by the iiivoluDtai'y 
contrast h^ drew between the romantic 
character it gave to his knowledge^ and the 
apparently, cold and calculating Emme* 
line ! ;f n - . 

. To haj;e. had the power of immediately 
prostrating himself at her feel, and ther<e 
pouring forth the. gratitude she had in- 
npired, was the instantaneous wi^ of his 
soul. Xo proceed on hia journey without 
obtaining it was not to be thought of; 
g^enero$il;^« as well ajsi gratitude^ inquired 
he should seek it^ in orden to pre:v«nt thf 
sacriiic/^f^he, peditated. Qf the &vourites 
of, JEdwarc^ no^e were more noted fox 
dissoI«^^ jnaurijW?^ And want of priBciple, 
than, lord ,Easfei^)iqjg^; hj^ was, . besides* far 
gdvaiKedjpUfe,iOf;unprepoBfiessing,appeai>' 
ance, jliud in ev^rj^ jjespect thi^ c^xact QUr 
posite ojwlxft yoqjtbff^r d^ conid adr 

mire, T^, ^^KfJP^Vf ly aci^iesced^ tbere^* 

m4i" fore. 
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fore, in the meditated plan of the fair Isa- 
bel, would have been to act contrary to 
every sentiment of nobleness and huma-^ 
nity. 'Ardently as he wished to regain his 
lineal honours, vet a thousand times rather 
he preferred the idea of remaining tindjs- 
tinguisfied by them for ever^ than recover- 
ing them at the expefnce of anotfacfr's hap- 
piness. Accordingly, after an involuntary 
reperusal of her favour, he turned to her 
youthful messenger, and having instructed 
him to fnforra her of the manner in which 
he had met him^ and some other particu^ 
lars he deemed it essential for her to ktiow^ 
bade him tell her that to thinly of purso» 
ing his journey without obtaining a cii- 
nute's conference v^ithlier was itn^ossrble; 
and that he should, therefore, 'straightway 
proceed to a certain inn in tfie vidnity of 
ber residence, the same, indeed; to which, at 
the moment, he was bendfing !iis steps, for 
the pnrpote of vraitin|^ there tilt it could 
be granted. Henry prbihils^d to be exact 

A -^ 

m 






in the delivery of his message ; and some 
pieces of gold beihg forced on him, trip- 
ped off with heart and heels equally light. 
' No sooiier wa& he gone than Edmimd 
piit into the hand of the wondering sir Ro- 
land the Jetter he bad just received:^ ^as the 
quickest method of explaining what had so 
surprised him. 7he feelings it: excited in 
his breast were but little inferior to those 
it had given rise to in his. With similar ad- 
ihiration and delight did he view the ro- 
mantic generosity of the fair writer; and 
with equal horror^ on the explanation th^t 
followed from Edmund, think of the sacri- 
ficcsfae meditated" being permitted. 

No, no/' he impatiently exclaimed, 

sh^ jnust not be allowed to give herself to 
the antfs ofa being so undeserving of her ; 
^e must be preserved from them, for the 
purpose of blessing one worthy of the af- 
fections of such a heart as here/' 

« From ^hatl think of her," said Ed- 
mundi '^ it wefe-diflkult to find such a 
one/* 

m5 ''Not 



« 
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''Not SO the fair Isabel hcrsd^ lahFeVrd- 
ly suspect/^ said sir Rofamd ; '' no> if P nn^ 
take not/'sQitlitig'expresstvelj/^sbe.wcukl 
not long hesitate^ ifatUberli^ to defihre 
her real senlimentsr, that alie had already- 
found one in her opinion every viay de- 
serving of them; and would your taedesty 
permit you to be candid^ am convinced 
you would acknowledge your thinking as I 
do." ^ 

** I should be very deficiea fin It/* said 
Edmund, '' were I to give vi^ to sisch. a 
conjecture.** 

** And yet/* rejoined sir Rofend, *• it 
would be the most natural one yott could 
yield to on the present occasioii-; and, 
trust me, I hope it i^ a just one, that \hus 
a sweet reward may be secured to yo» foir 
all you have suffered." 

*' Fpray you, on this subject say namore,*^ 
cried Edmund, extremely agitated; ^' of 
happitiess I have relinquished an h<^e; but 
tranquillity may, perhaps^ be mine, if not 
mv own fault/' 

" And 



''/J^A^t your tiufi^ of Ufeit/tis natural 
to suppose a mere exemption from anxiety 
vroM)4 dfyrffice. to eontient: yiiu. No, po— 
believe .inQ, ipy dea^r Edqfjund, if Jfftu thmk 
so^^ you rmiUdkp; thei wa^m temperament 
of yoiith -requir;^^ ^sofnetbiag nn^pre thaq 
the mere cesdatipa^d pofifUive evils to sa^ 
tisfyit." . ;., , V 

'^ Wellk pwbapa I, thi^J^-rpcflwps J, feel 
%o/'r^Jf^\€^ Edrivund ;/' l^^it hit not wisdom 
t^ endeavour to contr(^:0!UF wisbe$ when 
(beji? acQampljahment]|s despaired of?'* 

'' Undoubtedly ; bMt it 13 not wisdom, 
becaft^Qjdisappointed f>f happi»e$« in one 
abape; to disdain it in ey«ry Qlhet^ , The 
povclriitot d^eaa&.,tjr^la;tfequfeit.e fQr qs, if 
fiMpported* in .a proper tnanner, seldom air 
Jofws.one gat^ tq be plose^ uppp our prps^ 
pect^ without l[xei\evt^l$i)^^ opening ano^ 
thcr to us. She whom you Ipved has 
proved aSMie%er<v>ajg ; - ^i|t fyf^ her change- 
ableness ia there not a chance .of your fae« 
ifi^ amply cprnp^usatedi, .by the' afleotion 
. of 
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of her whom, without seeking^ you have 
won?" 

*' I bcseech—I implore yon/* cried Ed- 
mund^ stilhmore agi rated; ''not \6 pursue 
this theme; besidies, belSeving my self incap- 
able of love again/ 1 should, frotti the con- 
sideration of my situation, grieve to think 
it were as you imagine/' 

" And pray what is there soAespcrate in 
your situation as to induct you to do so ?'' 
demanded his friend. '' Supposing the 
worst, that Edward turns a deaf ear taour 
application, asmy adopted son will you 
not posisess sufficient to satisfy moderate 
wishes-? The opinion! have fortned of 
the fair Isabel militates 'against the idea of 
her being overvstin or .ambitious; and 
should we bb :disappointed in our suit, ^e 
must be our companion to the shores of 
ailother kingdom.-' 

Edmund looked impiitietit and distress* 
ed; Emmeline was still too uppermost in 
his thoughts^ too fondly, too teitd^rly be- 
loved. 
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loved, to permit him to think, without a 
shrinking sensation, of formiqg any other 
alliance; yet, notwithstanding this, could 
he not help feeling something of anxiety 
to behold the youthful Isabel, exclusive of 
the consideration that rendered him soli> 
citous for an interview, so lovely did his 
imagination picture her to him. From 
never having seen, her, he concluded she 
was one of the younger daughters of 
lord Pendennis, several of the elder ones 
having already made their appearance at 
court, but without being so immediately 
settled as their father wished, owing to the 
small portions he had the power of giving 
them — a circumstance to which, Edmund 
was previously aware. Was owing his pro- 
position for an alliance with him. 

By this time they had nearly reached the 
inn where they proposed alighting, a little 
rustic building, contiguous to the paling 
of lord Pendennts's park, and peeping out 
amidst clumps of firs and elms, upon a 

wild 
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wild comtnonj overgrow^i with Keath and 
fern. 

The nioment Edmund entered, he with- 
drew from sir Roland, for the purpose of 
writing his inteivdied letter to lord Trcco- 
vhick ; the advance^ of the day requir* 
ing be skoold no laager delay ir^ if ha 
wished to axsoid the imputation of treating, 
him with disrespect.' 

Dictated by bis heart, there was nothbg 
rn it that waft n^t calculated to affect thq 
noble ooe of htm jto whom it waa address-* 
ed, Thou((h in justice to hMmelf he c^ould, 
not avoid acknowledging tl^t hk reVia^ 
qui&hoiant of Bmn^line r w^ owing ta a 
teoavtatioii of h^r rep<;nting her /e^is^^ 
meitt to him^ yel tf^ exw«t ibia* repienr 
tance, or rather prevent tki^ tnotiv^ to 
%^hjch he as€rihe4 it being wspected»:; he 
i^id all that getierosii^y gquU , &M(gge^» 
forcing faimsieir. to declare, that from th^e 
iia4:urali timidaty:o| her sex« he C9uld no^ 
wonderi ih^t vpQn dqe coDsider^Uon she 
\A.a ' should 



TRBCbTHICK BOWER. S55 

should feel unwilHng to umte her destiny 
to a man's whose unackDovvledged name 
Uiere was reason to believe was his chief 
security from danger. For the liberality, the 
npbkness of $entimentthat had ever per-, 
ipitted him to indulge a hope of an uuioa 
witljijher, be avowed the .wannest gratitude, 
a sense of obligation that nothing could 

&uhdue« dnd that must forever render.him 

• • • 

solicitous , for the happiness of;, him to 
whom he could not avoid believing he wan 
xxow bidding a last farewell^ and the piPos- 
pertty of \\\^ illuturiout houiei 

To cmtrujit i^letteriQ wpotialftoMiff^l^ 
ings, takQQW |t>8Mi^ly doUT^ered-ta the 09^ 
of any^ one but a perifCiA, 00 wboor he Kn«v 
be might relyi ^s not tq be thought of« 
Jacqpesi therefore;, was deputed to be its 
bearer ; ^nd.accordingly^ as soon as he had 
re!(re&be,d i>im$0lf^ and receivied the jnstruc-* 
liojis Edmund dM'nftfd necessary to give, he 
pncc moreturnedhrisi face towards (he Castle. 

While Edmund was busied writing* sir 
Roland was busied in providing ar dinner 

for 
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for him, aware his exhausted fram^ needed 
refreshment. The fare here was of a very 
plain description ; t>iich; however, as nei-' 
ther health no runvitiatcd taste could pos- 
sibly reject : rashers cut from the gammon 
which hung dangling from the ceiling— 
eggs from the bam, round which the fowl 
were cackling*— home-made bread and ale,* 
clear as the brook that bubbled near the 
tpot, and sparkling as the wit tO' which it 
often gave rise. 

" Experience/' said sir Roland, suddenly 
pausing towards the cojiciusion of their 
simple repast, ^ith a look of innate con* 
lenti " every day tends to confirm the 
truth of someiidage ot c^then ' That nature 
is easily satisfied/ hoif/ forcibly has it now 
proved ! for do we feel a want of mor^ 
than is here furnished ? a proof/' with a 
smile of meaning, *' that happiness is stiU 
within our reach ; for inf the green bowel's 
of the Soane, we' shall have the power of 
procuring all that simplicity, at least, can 
desire." 

Edmund 
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Edmund perfectly knew the inference 
he wished drawn from his words, but for- 
bore acknowledging he did, from his un- 
willingness to renew a subject agitating to 
Ijis feelings. Yet werq his thoughts much 
.occupied by the fair Isabel, wondering 
whether she would grant th^ requested in- 
terview. 

At length his suspense on the subject 
was terminated. Soon after dinnei" her 
young messenger, Henry, made his ap- 
pearance to say, that as soan as it was dusk 
she would meet him in the cottage of her 
nurse, his mother — '^ Which," taking him 
to the door, ** is not above a stone's 
throw from this," he added. '* There,'* 
pointing io a lonely one, half hid by furze, 
*' where you see the sheep nibbling, it 
stands." 

No sooner was he gone, than Edmund 
revealed to sir Roland what had been com- 
municated to him in a whisper; and, at 
the time that had been mentioned, both 
proceeded to the place of appointment, 

Edmund 
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Edmund conceiving, from tlie manner in 
^hich she had mentioned his friend^ that 
his being a(?campanied by him would not 
be displeasing to her, and would give a 
sanction, requisite, on her account, to 
their meeting. 
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